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June 11, 1888 

Bartolomeo Vanzetti is born in Villafalletto in 
northern Italy



April 22, 1889

Nicola (nee Ferdinando) Sacco is born in 
Torremaggiore in southern Italy



1908

April

Sacco and his brother Sabino emigrate to the 
United States

June

Bartolomeo Vanzetti emigrates to the United 
States



1917

April 6

The United States enters the World War.

June 5

Selective Service Draft Act was authorized.  

All men between the ages of 21 and 30 were 
required to register.



1917

May

Vanzetti and Sacco meet in Boston at a meeting 
of Galleanist Anarchists. One week later they 
depart for Mexico with other Italian anarchists to 
avoid conscription.

September

Sacco and Vanzetti return to the United States



1918

February 22

At the height of the Red Scare, the office of the
Cronaca Sovversiva, an anarchist newspaper both 
Sacco and Vanzetti had written for and donated 
money to, is raided. The names Sacco and 
Vanzetti are for the first time linked by officials to 
anarchist activities.



1918

November 11

Armistice Day: World War ends.



1919

February

“Go-Head!” --a circular attributed to “The 
American Anarchists”-- appears throughout New 
England. In it, the American Anarchists, 
presumably the Italian-American Anarchists, 
threaten to “dynamite” officials in retaliation for 
the ongoing deportations and repression the 
anarchists are enduring.



1919

April

A bomb plot is discovered. The plot involved 
sending over 30 dynamite bombs to persons on 
the anarchists' enemies list, including A. Mitchell 
Palmer, the U.S. Attorney General, J. P. Morgan, 
John D. Rockefeller, Justice Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, and others.

.



1919

June 2 

In another round of bombings Carlo Valdinoci 
(who had been in Mexico with Sacco and Vanzetti 
two years earlier) blows himself up outside the 
home of Attorney General Palmer.  Sacco and 
Vanzetti are rumored to have taken part in the 
bombing.



1919

November

The Justice Department begins rounding up 
anarchists.



1919

December 24

Four men attempt to rob the payroll of the L.Q. 
White Shoe Company in Bridgewater. The bandits 
fire at the moving payroll truck. They are 
unsuccessful and no one is hurt. The would-be 
bandits escaped.



1920

April 15 

Frederick Parmenter and Alessandro Berardelli 
are robbed and murdered in South Braintree, 
Massachusetts.



1920

May 5  

Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti are 
arrested for murder and are interviewed by 
District Attorney Katzmann.



1920

May 9 

Aldino Feliciani and others establish the Sacco-
Vanzetti Defense Committee.



1920

June 11 - August 31 

Indictment, trial, conviction, and sentencing of 
Vanzetti for December 24 .

September 11 

Sacco and Vanzetti are indicted for murders of 
Parmenter and Berardelli.



1921

May 31 – July 14 

Sacco and Vanzetti trial is heard in Dedham 
Supreme Court. 

Both men are convicted of first degree murder.



1921

November 5-8

Motion for new trial on the weight of the 
evidence and 1st Supplementary Motion (Ripley) 
are filed.

December 24 

Motion for new trial is denied by Judge Thayer.

.



1922-1923

May

Lawyers file six more motions for new trials over 
eighteen month period. 



1924

April 7

New Trial League is formed by members of the 
Sacco-Vanzetti Defense Committee.

August 27

Fred  Moore submits formal resignation to the 
committee. 



1924

October 1

All motions are denied by Judge Thayer.

November 8 

Fred Moore files legal notice of withdrawal as 
defense counsel.



1924

November 20  

William Thompson assumes responsibility for the 
defense of Sacco and Vanzetti.



1924

November 20  

William Thompson assumes responsibility for the 
defense of Sacco and Vanzetti.



1925

November 18

Confession of Celestino Madeiros (Carlos 
Medeiros) for the Braintree murders. 



1926

May 12-26

Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts affirms 
conviction of Sacco and Vanzetti.

Denies 1st, 2nd, and 5th Supplementary Motions. 
Thomson files 7th Supplementary Motion 
(Medeiros),



1926

October 23

Medeiros motion is denied by Judge Thayer. 



1927

April 5

Supreme Judicial Court affirms denial of Medeiros 
motion.

April 8 

Sacco and Vanzetti receive death sentence.



1927

May 3 

Sacco and Vanzetti petition Governor Fuller for 
clemency.

June 1 

Governor Fuller appoints Lowell Committee for 
clemency investigation.

August 3 - Governor Fuller denies clemency.



1927

August 3 

Governor Fuller denies clemency.

August 6-8 

Motion for new trial based on judge's prejudice 
filed. Judge Motion is denied by Judge Thayer.



1927

August 23

Sacco and Vanzetti are executed.
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Boston Region 1925



Boston Streetcar System 1925



Bridgewater 1920



Bridgewater



Bridgewater 



Bridgewater Factory



The 1918 flu pandemic is still considered possibly the worst flu 
outbreak worldwide in history, infecting up to one fifth of the 
world's population. 

In the United States, 670,000 citizens died.

1918 Spanish Flu 
Pandemic
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The United States Enters the World War



Daniel “Bert” Soesbe
Draft Registration
September 9, 1918



The World War
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Immigration
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Radical Rally



Luigi Galleani
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Anarchist Collectives



Hunt for Bombers 



Wall Street



Wall Street



A. Mitchell Palmer Residence
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Red Scare
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Two Crimes

December 24, 1919 - Bridgewater

April 5, 1920 - Braintree



Andrea Salsedo



The Crime Scene



Buick and Overland



Mario Buda, aka Mike Boda 
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Sacco Mug Shot



Vanzetti Mug Shot



Under Arrest



Under Arrest



In The Doc
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Ben Shan 
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The Prosecutors



August 10, 1927



Defense attorney Fred Moore



The Pistols
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Call for Strike



1925

November 18

Confession of Celestino Madeiros (Carlos 
Medeiros) for the Braintree murders. 



1926

May 12-26

Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts affirms 
conviction of Sacco and Vanzetti.

Denies 1st, 2nd, and 5th Supplementary Motions. 
Thomson files 7th Supplementary Motion 
(Medeiros),



1926

October 23

Medeiros motion is denied by Judge Thayer. 



Daily Worker 1927



Poster



Protest



Protest Crowd



Daily Worker 1927



Poster August 22, 1927



Vanzetti's statement when sentenced to  death 

"If  it had not been for these things, I might have lived 

out my life talking at street corners to scorning men.... 

Our words--our lives--our pains--nothing! 

The taking of  our lives--lives of  a good shoemaker and 

a poor fish peddler--all! 

The last moment belongs to us--that agony is our 

triumph." 



The Lowell Commission



1927

August 23

The Citizens National Committee is formed in order 
to prevent the execution and create national 
interest in the case. 

Sacco-Vanzetti National League (formerly the 
Citizens National Committee) is established to keep 
the memory of Sacco and Vanzetti alive.



Upton Sinclair
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