The Civil War in New Mexico
The Road to Valverde
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Still the best books on the Civil War in New Mexico:
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...focused on the Union and Confederate armies.



Two good new books examine both the Union/Confederate conflict
and the conflict with the Navajo and Apache.
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Newly published in the “Library of America” series, and available at
the Urbana Free Library....
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, "'_‘A'Stillncss at Appomattox

pipe, took a few puffs, lay down with his knapsack for a pilow, and
dozed until the sharp command, ‘Fall in!” put an end to his nap.”?

2. Crackers and Bullets

The best thing about being in Maryland, the soldiers agreed, was
that the people had plenty of fresh provisions to sell and were
quite willing to sell them. The army was in funds; most of the men
had put in four months on the peninsula, a war-ravaged country
where the people had no food to spare and in any case scorned to
deal with Yankees, and there had been little chance to spend any-
thing. It had been but little different along the Rappahannock, al-
though in the larger towns a man could usually make a deal; the
14th New York was alleged to have passed some three thousand
dollars in counterfeit Confederate notes—obtained heaven knows how
—among the luckless shopkeepers of Fredericksburg. But now, with
money in his pocket and things to spend it on, the soldier enjoyed
a few days of better eating than the regulations called for.

The Civil War soldier would have stared in amazement if he could
have looked ahead eighty years to see the War Department, in
World War II, thoughtfully retaining female experts on cookery to
devise tasty menus for the troops and setting up elaborate schools



The “O.R.”

The Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies in the War of the Rebellion. commonly known as the Official Records of the Union
and Confederate Armies or Official Records (OR or ORs), is the most extensive collection of American Civil War land warfare records available to the

general public. It includes selected first-hand accounts, orders, reports, maps, diagrams, and correspondence drawn from official records of both Union
and Confederate armies.
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Complete contents available for free online....
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War of the Rebellion: Atlas to Accompany the Official Records

search civil war official records

Search

[ Offical Records Main Page | Atlas Index ]

The Official Records were accompanied by an extensive atlas produced by the Government Printing Office in 1895. There are 175 plates
with detalled maps of events covered in the Official Records.
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National Geographic’s 2005 Civil War map was a disappointment.
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LINEAR TACTICS

For thousands of years, linear formations were the most effective
ways to use troops on a battlefield. This was for two main reasons:

—Weapons Effectiveness:

In a pre-machine gun age, these formations allowed maximum use of
weapons, whether spears, lances, or single-shot muskets.




LINEAR TACTICS

For thousands of years, linear formations were the most effective
ways to use troops on a battlefield. This was for two main reasons:

—Command and Control:

In a pre-electronic communications age, these formations were the
best or only way for a commander (“one man on a horse”) to keep
control of his army.




Linear tactics had their weaknesses.

The flanks of a formation (just a few men at the end of a line!) were
vulnerable, and often had to be guarded by cavalry or had to end at
an impassable terrain feature.




Linear tactics had their weaknesses.

They were suited for open country (where most battles were fought)
but would have major problems in dense woods!

Teutoburg Forest, AD9 Braddock’s Defeat, 1755



In today’s world, linear tactics are still used in countries whose rulers
are unable or unwilling to allow their soldiers to think for themselves.
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The Civil War in the Southwest: some basic factors

—Size of Forces:

In the East, it was possible to raise and supply armies of 60,000-

100,000 men. That was utterly impossible in New Mexico and
Arizona.

—Constraints of Logistics:

Campaigning in the Southwest was utterly dependent on the
availability of food and water. Both were often in short supply.
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The Civil War in the Southwest: some basic factors

—Regulars and Volunteers:

At the beginning of the War, most of the small Regular Army was
brought east to take part in the decisive campaigns to be fought
there. The few officers and men remaining in the West had to be
supplemented by much larger numbers of volunteers (as was also true
in the East). California raised 16,000 men, Colorado 3,000, and New
Mexico 5,000.
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The Civil War in the Southwest: some basic factors

—Many Civil Wars at once:

Along with the war between Union and Confederate armies, conflict
also occurred with the Navajo, Apache and Comanche who took

advantage of the reduction in Regular Army forces to intensify their
raids throughout the area.
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The Civil War in the Southwest: some basic factors

—Significance of a Sideshow of a Sideshow:

If the Trans-Mississippi West (Missouri, Arkansas, Kansas) was a
sideshow, then the Southwest was even more so. BUT —if the South
should win the war, these western campaigns would determine the

boundaries of the Confederate States of America. Would they include
Denver, Tucson, Los Angeles, and San Francisco?
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Both North and South divided their countries into “military
departments,” with commanders responsible for each one....
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The Confederate Dream of Empire

White Southerners felt that slavery needed to expand into new lands,
not just survive where it existed. Efforts to open western territories
to slavery led to repeated clashes with Northern free-soil advocates
(Missouri Compromise 1820, Compromise of 1850, Kansas-Nebraska
Act 1854). This provided the background to the Civil War.

Many Southerners dreamed of annexing new lands and opening them
to slavery.

In his novel “How Few Remain,” Harry Turtledove portrays a
Confederate victory in the Civil War, followed by the annexation of
Cuba, Chihuahua and Sonora. These became Confederate states.

Confederate States of America, 1881
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Available in the Ul Library....
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Henry H. Sibley, CSA
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Colonel Edward R. S. Canby

(later Brigadier General)



Henry H. Sibley, CSA




In late 1861 Sibley convinced Conf. President Jefferson Davis to
authorize an invasion of New Mexico, with the ultimate goal of
conquering other western U.S. territories and states.

Sibley recruited 2,500 Texans for his “Army of New Mexico,”
marching the 600 miles from San Antonio to El Paso at the end of
1861. Even with a conventional supply train, this march was difficult
and stressful.

Sibley was confident that his force would not need a large supply train
in New Mexico. It could overpower enemies and seize all needed
supplies at Union-held forts and towns.

o | P P [ [ P [Py | P
= v iy

R,
Wt \Wﬂ r
S

7 |

#a




Stephen W. Kearny

A 2,500-man force seems far too small to conquer half a continent....

...but in 1846, Kearny’s “Army of the West” had done exactly that,
with a force 2/3 the size of Sibley’s!
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¢ San Diego® 2y 3
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l ; ®/:‘/ Paso del Norte
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™ ....'".l.“ ,‘@\unl(’l Rita Copper Mine







UNION ORDER OF BATTLE

Coionel E. R. 8. Canby

CAVALRY

|15t U.S. Cavaky
Captain R. Lord

|_3rd U.S, Cavalry
Major T. Duncan

REGULAR
INFANTRY

=

|_5th U.S. Infantry
Captain B. Wingate

_7th U.S. Infantry
Captain P. Plympton

|_10th U.S. Infantry
Captain P. Plympton

REGULAR COLORADO NEW MEXICO
ARTILLERY VOLUNTEERS VOLUNTEERS
I Colorado Volunteers 15t NM Volunteers
|__McRae's Battery : e
e A McRise Captain T. Dodd Colonel C. Carson
2nd NM Volunteers
_Halrs Battary ™ Colonel M. Pino RN o
(F/10th Infantry)
Usutenant R, Hall

|___3rd NM Volunteers
Colonel J. Gallegos

|__4th NM Volunteers
Colonel G. Paul

| 5th NM Volunteers
Usutenant Colonel B, Roberts

___Grayoon's Spy Co
Cantain J. Graydon



CONFEDERATE ORDER OF BATTLE

Brigadier General
Henry Hopkins Sibley
2nd Regiment—Texas Mounted 4th Regiment-Texas Mounted Sth Regiment—Texas Mounted
Rifles Volunteers Volunteers
(Baylor's Command) Ueutenant Colonel Wiliam Scurry Colonel Tom Green
Major Chares Pyron

7th Regiment-Texas Mounted
Volunteers
Ueutenant Caonel John Sutton

Brigade Artillery
Captain Trevanion Teel
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following ¢ Umon surrender at
' San Augustin Springs: Federal force:

moved north to Albuquerque
and Fort Craig.

D O

in | treat from Ft. Fillmore,

ndered to the Texans,
torious Colonel Baylor

e w Mexico south of the 34th




San Antonio—-Franklin Stage Road
(Route of the Sibley Brigade)

New Mexico
Territory

1861-62
TEXAS
\ Ft. Quitman -
Eagle Spnngs; 2
Wlld Rose d
. Pa S5 ", Banlla \ Ft Lancaster

Ojo Del Muerto®~~~e “f M Springs ¢ Stockton™@ .Howard s Spring
l\‘\

Barrel Spnngs

Daws i Beaver Lake

Castroville

i
O TN, ¢ o AR
0~2%82 \\\v ~ San Antonio
Ft. Clark e=0




N 2 t:‘""‘..")m .
Self-portrait of Sgt. Alfred B. Peticolas, Company C, Fourth Texas
Mounted Volunteers. Drawn while resting in Texas following the

New Mexico campaign. Courtesy Arizona Historical Society.
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Self-portrait of Sgt. Alfred B. Peticolas, Company C, Fourth Texas

Mounted Volunteers. Drawn while resting in Texas following the

New Mexico campaign. Courtesy Arizona Historical Society.

Rebels on the
R Grande

The Crod War Journal
of A. B. Peticolas

Don F.. Alberts
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To Denver :#

CAMP WELD -
(327miles) % »,;/
FT. GARLAND Dry Creel: “(;ls{g
Colorado

New Mexico Territory

Union Southward Advancesssssssvss
Union Northward Advance----~--~
Confederate Northward Advance-
Confederate Retreatss=ssssssss

25 50
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miles

UNION
Santa Fe
(46 miles ¢
Ft. Union)
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Plan of Fort Crmg
The National Archives

Courtesy







Milligan Gulich \

Confederate battle line 4 Union and Confederate battle

/ / lines on 2/20

s’ ® Confederate Camp on 2/20

Q\ Confederate Camp on night of 2/19
Paraje de Fra Cristobal
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1 Fert Craig and
the Background
to Valverde
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Sketch of
Valverde Ford,
looking south
toward Mesa del
Contadero. From
an 1847 drawing
reproduced in
Gregg, New
Mexico in the
Nineteenth
Century (1968).
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Milligan Gulich \

Confederate battle line 4 Union and Confederate battle

/ / lines on 2/20

s’ ® Confederate Camp on 2/20

Q\ Confederate Camp on night of 2/19
Paraje de Fra Cristobal
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ontral and Northern Parts of the Battlefield of Valverde. From the West Side of the
Rio Grande.

(IFrone one of the author’'s photogsranhs,)
The picture on the oppoxite page Is o continuation, to the right, of this view.



o - Wete ] LR ks,
R A o e s e

e

¢ N
o s> ,,,‘,).94
-

on i v
;,‘.'{',,-'k, 1) My

i

’1,,::')

.I’.‘
I,". 41

Southern End of the.Battlefleld of Valverde. From the West Side of the Rio Grande.

t I'rrer1tn ootier of the author's bhotoseraphs, )



2 The Battle of
Valverde









Peticolas’s sketch of the Battle of Valverde. Battle line of mounted
Texans in foreground, with Hall's U.S. battery of twenty-four-
pounder howitzers in the center, supported by Union regular
infantry and the First New Mexico Volunteer Regiment. View is
looking west from the base of Black Mesa toward the Rio Grande,
and shows the extreme left flank of the Texan position. Balance of
<keteh missine. (Peticolas Journal)
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Charge. of the Fifth Texas lancers e
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Graves of Texans killed at the Battle of Valverde and buried on the
battlefield. (Arizona Historical Socicty)
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“Hospital C. S. A. & Church, Socoro, N. M.” Present-day San Miguel
Church in Socorro, sketched by a convalescent Texas soldier and copied
later by Peticolas. (Arizona Historical Society)






3 After Valverde,
advance to
Albugquerque and
Santa Fe
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8:00 am - 9:00 am

Early Morning Troop Deployments

Initial deployments;
skirmishing at lower ford

' = Approximately 30 Confederate troops

“ = Approximately 30 Union troops
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Early Afternoon

Selden's advance has slowed, N
Roberts has crossed the Union batteries \

' = Approximately 30 Confederate troops

“ = Approximately 30 Union troops
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Approximately 2:30 pm - W
Lang leads Confederate lancer : =
charge against Dodd's Coloradans; L
remainder of Selden's battalion

has withdrawn near riverbank
' = Approximately 30 Confedorate troops

m = Approximately 30 Unlon troops
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2:45 pm - 3:45 pm

Canby relieves Roberts;
Carson moves to right;
McRae has repositioned and
Duncan begins enfilading pivot;
Raguet charges

' = Approximately 30 Confederate troops

“ = Approximately 30 Union troops
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Canby dispatches Wingate and
Ingraham to support Duncan;
reen prepares to charge
McRae's battery

' = Approximately 30 Confederate troops

“ = Approximately 30 Union troops
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4:15 pm A

Green charges; Plympton \ Dy
moves to defend battery; ;
defence at battery begins \
to collapse; Wingate recalled; \

Lord charges and retreats

' = Approximately 30 Confederate troops

9 o4 =W

“ = Approximately 30 Union troops
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5:00 pm

McRae's battery overrun;
Canby orders general retreat
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m = Approximately 30 Union troops
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BATTLE AT PICACHO
APRIL 15,1862

DEDICATED TO THOSE CONFEDERATE
FRONTIERSMEN WHO OCCUPIED ARIZOXA
TeaxiToRY, C.S.ALCREATED BY PRESIDERT
JesFERSON DAVIS. FEBRUARY 14, 1863, JUST
TWO MONTHS LATERTEN OF CAFY. SHERQD
HUNTER'S CONFEDERATE CAVALRYMEN
SUCCESSFULLY DLFENDED Pieacuo Pass
AOAINST THIRTEEN UNION SOLDIERS WHO
SUFFERED THREE KILLED AND THREE
WOUNDED BUT DID MANAGE TO CAPTURE
CONFEDERATE SOT. HENRY HOLMES AND
Pvrs WiLLIAM DWYER AnD Jory W. Hiv
BEFORE xsma.m.\'c.‘r S WESTERNMOST
BATTLE OF THE Civil WAR" DELAYED FOR
A MOSTH THE ADVANCE OF A 2300-MAN
UNION COLUMN AND HASTENED
ESTABLISHMENT OF ARIZONA
Territory. USA.ON
Y FEBHUARY 24,1803
SHILDAEN OF THE CONTIDERACY
UNITED SAUSHTERS &7 vig COMTRDERACY
asd
ARIZONA Q::rcr.:m sazIttY










e outbreak of

Skirmish Ends Here
with 3 dead

Barrett’s route behind
Picacho Mountains

the Civil War in mid-April 1861,

Z {nion soldiets were withdrawn from Arizonaand New
: Mexico territories. The Confederates expand

‘the Southwest, as a gateway to.
occupied Tucson in tHe summer
at Picacho Pass,

f

.~ ywere stationed

of 1861, and lookouts
.
PR R XY

into
California. Con‘;glmﬂ

Challen:

ging the
William Calloway

2

enemy lookouts unless|

% main force of 200men would th

nfederafs

€

und Piea‘cppmgga‘l(ﬁg% the south

PICACHO MOUNTAINS

Capt.

onfederafe Phreat. O April 15, 1862
ordered Lt. James Bamett with 13 men around the north
side of the Picacho Mountains and Lt. Ephraim/Baidwin with 12 men i

tomeetwithBarrdé’s force. These two

hol

! attack the Confederate encampmen

a0 60

theippositionsand not engage the
Rucsonwasiinmizeat. Calloway’s

o~

icschiPass s the nothiwes, §

Skirmish Begins
when Barrett’s troops attack
Confederate lookouts camped
at Picacho Pass Stage Station
Barrett’s route ;
Confederates retreat .
to Tucson

N o ot
the mitdst of the 10°
thestage Station. As they
?m to _sfugls.ender, Barrett discharged his weapon. It § ; : RN
t clear ifithis was intentional or accidental, but the B Wiz thioBatile butlosing the T
tel idental, butfhe. . £5G" g the Battle, but Lo b
el furned fire and fled. In the ensuing skirmishsLi. S5 the skirmish, the e é";‘};;‘ 5 Te.‘."f“.f, 1y After
$ &mt:} agld anoth.er Union soldier wege killed. F : Tacson towarn their comxid G Coerates R o
ga erThmgn n:_:‘lidxers were W_OUDdEd; one tiying_gthe Xt = Sherod Hunter ordered his 0:;m;1fedcmte'0apt_
y. The Confederates suffered noigasqgltlgq, bv.th ﬂ?e - Tucsonon May 14 refreating to chcvm hieuxoo ps”It'(li e
: s : 3 s ico. The
% . 4 Union troops arrived in Tucson on Ma: ot
’ ; : _ y 20, 1862 putting
/. end o Confederate incursions in the Southwwr i
h : % VAN = r
—— £ - ¢ o - <
Every é\idvaiic‘l‘all’ic‘:)achd Peak State Park hosts the re-enactment of :
three s lar ;ttl&s that occurred if the Southwest, including th
: Slﬂl'ml,_M cacho Pass. Check at the ranger station for the dates
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