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“It’s a 
terrible

fate
to be
talked

To 
death.”

“Satan (impatiently) to New 
Comer. The trouble with you 
Chicago people is, that you think 
you are the best people down 
here; whereas you are merely the 
most numerous.”

“You can't reach old age by 
another man's road. My habits 
protect my life but they would 
assassinate you.”

“All schools, all colleges, have 
two great functions: to confer, 
and to conceal valuable 
knowledge."



Where did he travel, and when and 
why, from his 18th year to the end 
of his life?

This week:  
Wandering 

Sam

How did Sam end up married to 
Olivia Langdon of Elmira, NY?  
Where did they live together, and 
what was their family life?

Week 2:  
Homebody



Mark Twain satirized greed and the Gilded Age, 
but he also wanted to live lavishly and get rich.  
What mischief did these desires get him into, 
and how did he get out?  Where do we see 
these conflicted desires in his thinking and 
writing?

Week 3:
Tycoon

In the decades after 1900, Mark Twain gradually  
transcended from American humorist into 
Major American Author. How did that happen? 
What might be the future of the Mark Twain 
reputation, canon, legacy, and industry?

Week 4:
Legacy



IN BRONZE!

Cornelius, NC

Elmira
College

Steamboat
Springs, CO

Hannibal

Pop quiz!



FOR SALE!

Walter Russell 
and his gigantic  

monument

Hartford Public 
Library



Cleveland

New York City 
Hall of Fame 
for Great 
Americans

Houston TX suburb
Woodlawn
Cemetery, 
Elmira, NY

Hartford
Hockey
team



MURALS …

Buffalo, NY Palmerston, New Zealand 



…and 
impersonators 

(fair and . . . ? )



annual Hannibal MO rite of 
passage …





on E-BAY

CARSON 
CITY

10TH ST.,  NYC

VIRGINIA CITY   NV

L
O
N
D
O
N



ANGEL’S CAMP, CALIFORNIA
A frog Walk of Fame



VIENNA, AUSTRIA      (lived there in 1898)



WEGGIS, SWITZERLAND



BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON

HAWAII
VOLCANOES
NATIONAL 
PARK

MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA



EATING, DRINKING, 
SLEEPING …





L E G O S !



Stock up now?



And 1900 PAGES    hot off the press



WHY DID SAM CLEMENS TRAVEL SO MUCH???

 “I am wild with impatience to move—move—Move!”   
    (letter to his mother, 1867)

• A new world of technology and travel.

• The glamor of steamboat piloting.

• Dodging the Civil War.

• The popularity of illustrated travel books  -- sold door to door

• The peculiarities of copyright and literary piracy.

• Debt, the cost of  living -- and a world-wide lecture audience.



1837



DOWNTOWN 
ATLAS, ILLINOIS



Circa 1855





1837



Pop quiz!





RAILROAD NETWORK
1853



1860



1869



Sam and Orion’s press
1848-1853

Ben Franklin’s 
press, c.1750



Gutenberg press –
400 years earlier



Sam with his typesetter’s 
composing stick 

– a daguerreotype for his 
15th birthday.

December, 1850













STEAMBOATING  – HIGH TECH & HIGH ADVENTURE











BIG 
travel 
books!



The Quaker City

5-month cruise 
to Europe and 
the Holy Land

$1250.00





List of PASSENGERS---Steamer “Quaker City.”

Allen, A. B………..New York City.
Andrews, Dr. E.,…….Albany, N. Y.
Barry, Maj. Jas. G. , . . . . .St. Louis, Mo.
Beach, M. S. & Miss E. B. Brooklyn,NY
Beckwith, Thos. S. . . . . Cleveland, Ohio.
Bell, Mr. & Mrs. R. A. H. Portsmouth, ”
Birch, Dr. G. B. . . . . . . . . Hannibal, Mo.
Bond, Mr. & Mrs. John W. and Miss
Ada……………St. Paul, Min.
Bond, Miss Mary E….Plaquemine, La.
Brown, Dr. M. and Miss Kate L…Cir-
cleville, Ohio.
Bullard, Rev. Henry…Wayland, Mass.
Chadeyne, Miss Carrie D. Jersey C’y, NJ
Church, Wm. F……. Cincinatti [sic], Ohio.
Clemens, Saml. L…San Francisco, Cal.
Crane, Albert M. D. and Albert Jr.,
New Orleans.
Crocker, Mr. & Mrs. T.D. Clevel’d, Ohio
Cutter, Bloodgood H..Little Neck, L.I.
Davis, J. W……….New York City.
Denny, Col. W. R…..Winchester, Va.
Dimon, Mr. & Mrs. Fred… Norwalk, Ct.
Duncan, Mr. C. C. Mr. Geo. and H. . . .
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Fairbanks, Mrs. A. W . . Cleveland, Ohio.
Foster, Col. J. H…….Pittsburgh, Pa.
Gibson, Mr. & Mrs. Wm . . Jamesto’n, Pa.
Green, Mrs. J. O.. Washington City, D.C.
Greenwood, John Jr. . . New York City.
Greer, F. H…………. Boston, Mass.
Griswold, Mr. & Mrs. S. M.. Brookl’n, NY
Haldeman, Hon. J. S…Harrisburg, Pa.
Heiss, Goddard …… Philadelphia, Pa.
Hoel, Capt. W. R… Waynesville, Ohio.
Hutchinson, Revd. E. Carter, D. D.,
Hyde, Hon. Jas. K. . . . .Hydeville,  Vt.
Isham, John G……..Cincinatti [sic], Ohio.
Jackson, A. R. M. D . . .Stroudsburg, Pa.
James, Wm. E. . . . . . . .Brooklyn, N. Y.
Jenkins, F. P. . . . . . . . . . .Boston, Mass.
Kinney, Col. Peter . . . Portsmouth, Ohio.
Krauss, Geo. W . . . . . . . .Harrisburg, Pa.
Langdon, Chas. J. . . Elmira, New York.
Larrowe, Mrs. Nina, . . San Francisco, C.
Leary,  Dan’l D. . . . . . . New York City.
Lee, Mrs. S. G. . . . . . . . Brooklyn, N. Y.
Lockwood, Mr. & Mrs. E. K. . . . . Nor-
walk, Ct.



McDonald, Louis . . . . . . . . Bristol, Eng.
Moody, Capt. Lucius . . . . Canton, N. Y.
Moulton, Julius . . . . . . . . . St. Louis, Mo.
Nelson,  Arba . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alton, Ills.
Nesbit, Dr. B. B. . . . . . . .  Louisville, Ky.
Nesbit, Thos. B. . . . . . . . . . . Fulton, Mo.
Newell, Miss Julia . . . . Janesville, Wisc.
Parsons, Samuel B. . . . . New York City.
Payne, Dr. and Mrs. J. H. . . Boston, Ms.
Quereau, Rev. G. W. . . . . . . Aurora, Ills.
Sanford, S. N. . . . . . . . . Cleveland, Ohio.
Serfaty, M. A. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gibraltar.
Severance, Mr. & Mrs. S. L. . . . . Cleve-
land, Ohio.
Sexton, Nicholas . . . . . . New York City.
Slote, Daniel . . . . . . . . . New York City.
VanNostrand, Jno. A. . . Greenville, N.J





[Midwest segment of a five-month lecture tour, 
October 1871- February 1872]

December 9 - Farrar Hall, Erie, Pennsylvania –
December 11 - White's Hall, Toledo, Ohio - 
December 12 - University Hall, Ann Arbor, Michigan - 
December 13 - Union Hall, Jackson, Michigan – 
December 14 - Mead's Hall, Lansing, Michigan 
December 15 - Luce's Hall, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

December 16 - Union Hall, Kalamazoo, Michigan 
December 18 - Michigan Avenue Baptist Church, 
Chicago, Illinois 
December 19 - Union Park Congregational Church, 
Chicago, Illinois 
December 20 - Sandwich, Illinois 
December 21 - City Hall, Aurora, Illinois 
December 22 - Patterson Hall, Princeton, Illinois 
December 26 - Barrett Hall, Champaign, Illinois 
December 27 - Tuscola, Illinois 
December 28 - Lincoln Hall, Danville, Illinois 
December 29 – Mattoon, Illinois
December 30 - Paris, Illinois 



Iowa City 
Republican

20 January, 
1869



OTHER
REASONS

FOR 
TRAVEL
BEFORE

1893

CANADA PIRATE EDITION FIRST LONDON EDITION, CHATTO AND WINDUS



• 1891-1894
•
• June 1891        Clemens family sails to Le Havre from New York
•
•   Paris, Geneva, Aix-les-Bains, Geneva, Bayreuth, Berlin …
•   Down the Rhone River (solo) to write “The Innocents Adrift.”
•    Then -- 

• Menton, Florence, Milan, Lucerne, Milan, Basel, Bad Nauheim . . . 
•
• 1893-94     back to Florence; extended stay at the Villa Viviani; then back to Aix-les-Bains; then 3 

months in Etretat; then Rouen, Paris …
•
• (Meanwhile, for Sam, 11 transatlantic crossings 1891-1894!  Typical crossing time: 6 days)



“Wagner’s 
music is 

better than 
it sounds.”



Villa Viviani, Florence    1894



Etretat 
(Normandy),

Fall, 1894









More illustration stunts from Following the Equator      1897



And two years in the Bronx!   Wave Hill in the Riverdale neighborhood, 1901-1903



VILLA DE QUARTO, FLORENCE
WHERE OLIVIA CLEMENS DIED 

 JUNE 5, 1904



Stormfield

Redding, 
Connecticut 
1908-1910



(Frivolous comparison ….)


