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Barrett’s Hall, Main and Hickory,
 Champaign  IL    1865 - 1896December 26,

1871



(Supposedly) Mark Twain’s Birthplace
November 30, 1835



The nativity cabin and 
a museum are
Housed in here ….







“My uncle, John A. Quarles, was a farmer, and his place was in the country four miles 
from Florida. He had eight children, and fifteen or twenty negroes, and was also 
fortunate in other ways. Particularly in his character. I have not come across a better 
man than he was. I was his guest for two or three months every year, from the fourth 
year after we removed to Hannibal till I was eleven or twelve years old. I have never 
consciously used him or his wife in a book, but his farm has come very handy to me in 
literature, once or twice. In "Huck Finn" and in "Tom Sawyer Detective" I moved it down 
to Arkansas. It was all of six hundred miles, but it was no trouble, it was not a very large 
farm; five hundred acres, perhaps, but I could have done it if it had been twice as large. 
And as for the morality of it, I cared nothing for that; I would move a State if the 
exigencies of literature required it.”





“It was a heavenly place for a boy, that farm of my uncle John's. The house was a 
double log one, with a spacious floor (roofed in) connecting it with the kitchen. In the 
summer the table was set in the middle of that shady and breezy floor, and the 
sumptuous meals--well, it makes me cry to think of them. Fried chicken, roast 
pig, wild and tame turkeys, ducks and geese; venison just killed; squirrels, 
rabbits, pheasants, partridges, prairie-chickens; biscuits, hot batter cakes, hot 
buckwheat cakes, hot "wheat bread," hot rolls, hot corn pone; fresh corn boiled 
on the ear, succotash, butter-beans, string-beans, tomatoes, pease, Irish 
potatoes, sweet-potatoes; buttermilk, sweet milk, "clabber"; watermelons, 
musk-melons, cantaloups--all fresh from the garden--apple pie, peach pie, 
pumpkin pie, apple dumplings, peach cobbler--I can't remember the rest. The 
way that the things were cooked was perhaps the main splendor--particularly a certain 
few of the dishes. For instance, the corn bread, the hot biscuits and wheat bread, and 
the fried chicken. These things have never been properly cooked in the North--in fact, no 
one there is able to learn the art, so far as my experience goes. The North thinks it 
knows how to make corn bread, but this is gross superstition. Perhaps no bread in the 
world is quite as good as Southern corn bread, and perhaps no bread in the world is 
quite so bad as the Northern imitation of it. The North seldom tries to fry chicken, and 
this is well; the art cannot be learned north of the line of Mason and Dixon, nor 
anywhere in Europe.”



The house on Hill Street The rooms above the drugstore 



Jane 
Lampton
Clemens

Orion Clemens, elder 
brother

Henry Clemens, 1838-1858

Pamela Clemens Moffet, 1827-
1904





MT Boyhood Home Director
Henry Sweets with Hannibal Visitors.

(Pop Quiz)





Fay Dant, founder
of the Jim’s Journey

Museum

Terrell Dempsey of
Quincy, IL



Western Illinois in 1846



Elijah Lovejoy 1802-1837
Lovejoy 
Monument, 
Alton   1897



Salon of the Princess          (blew up near New 
Orleans, December 1859)



Another rented house ….

Jackass Hill,
Sonora County,
California,
Winter 1864-65



The Langdon Mansion in downtown Elmira NY





Jervis
Livy

CharleyOlivia Louise
Langdon



Park Church, Elmira 
NY.  Across from the 

Langdon Mansion



The first Clemens house
Buffalo, NY 1870-72



What’s 
left of 
the 
Buffalo 
House



Langdon Clemens
Born in Buffalo, 1870

Died in Hartford of  
diphtheria , 1872



Pop quiz!Famous 
American 
Author
Houses    



And ANOTHER pop quiz!



Nook Farm



“Ombra,”  Conservatory, 
Billiard room and 3rd floor 

porch



















Charlotte Russe – Nook Farm’s #1 dessert



The Clemens family c.1878

Clara, Jean, Livy, Susy





Olivia Susan Clemens (“Susy”),   1872-1896

The Hartford family





Harriet

Henry Ward
 Beecher

Thomas Beecher

Edward Beecher



Henry Ward Beecher

Columbus OH Amherst, MA Brooklyn,  NY



Rev. Joseph 
Twichell,
1838-1918



The Peach Orchard, 
Gettysburg,
July 2, 1863











Bartlett’s Tower (Heublein Tower), 
then and now, on Talcott Mountain



Weekend 
hikes with 
Joe 
Twichell 
to 
Bartlett’s 
Tower, 
about 8 
miles 
each way.



The Quarry Farm 
hideout, East Hill, 
Elmira, New York

Langdon 
mansion







Mary Ann ”Aunty” Cord     1798 - 
1888





John 
T.
Lewis, 
About 
1890











Susan Crane 
and friends



Quarry Form 
porch, around 
1875, with the 
study in the 
background





Two days                               ago …







The barn …



The study built for Sam by Susan Crane





Unknown visitor to Quarry 
Farm

In the summer of 1889?

Pop quiz!





1952:  Down the Hill to the Elmira College 
campus











The banquet years, 1895 
--1909









Stormfield, Redding Connecticut, 1908 --







Dictating, writing, and holding court in bed



Jane Lampton “Jean” 
Clemens

1880-1909



Jean Clemens                                           at Stormfield



April, 1910



Clara  Langhorne   Clemens       1874-1962



Where Sam was born ….

. . . and where Clara died



From Number 44, The Mysterious Stranger,” published 
posthumously in 1966:



I inquired about some of the refreshments that had outlandish 
names. Again that weird detail: they were non-existent as yet, 
they were products of the unborn future! Understand it? How 
could I? Nobody could. The mere trying muddled the head. And 
yet it was a pleasure to turn those curious names over on the 
tongue and taste them: Corn-pone! Arkansas! Alabama! Prairie! 
Coffee! Saccharin! Forty-Four answered my thought with a 
stingy word of explanation—

 "Cornpone is made from maize. Maize is known only in 
America. America is not discovered yet. Arkansas and Alabama 
will be States, and will get their names two or three centuries 
hence. Prairie--a future French-American term for a meadow like 
an ocean. Coffee: they have it in the Orient, they will have it 
here in Austria two centuries from now. Saccharin--concentrated 
sugar, 500 to 1; as it were, the sweetness of five hundred pretty 
maids concentrated in a young fellow's sweetheart."



Cardiologists do not recommend …

Hot corn pone from Arkansas! Missouri spoon bread


