
T Y C O O N



"In the small town of Hannibal, 
Missouri, when I was a boy, everybody 
was poor but didn't know it; and 
everybody was comfortable and did 
know it." 



Hannibal … And 90 miles away





Sam’s first literary fence-painter

Professor Ward of 
Elmira College …



“A writer was not a conscious artisan who did a great deal 
of deliberate work.  A writer was not accountable for the 
logic, the continuity, or the implications of his productions.  
A writer would not run out of ideas or energy or nerve.  A 
writer was not alone.  He had the machinery of metaphor, 
churning more urgently than a six-horsepower steam 
engine, to convince him that the books would surely write 
themselves, that the tank would surely fill.”   (86)

Jeffrey Steinbrink



A later (and more successful) writing-machine: Edward Stratemeyer,  1862-1930 



THE GILDED
AGE

1873
AND
2023





1873 – 100 banks failed 1884 --  
2 New 
York 
banks

1893 – 
340  
banks



Jay Gould, James 
Gordon Bennett …





Hartford in 1875





The Gilded Age in Sam and Livy’s 
Neighborhood …

Homes …





Houses of 
worship …



the Good Shepherd Parish House



And farther out Farmington Avenue …



Hill-Stead: the living room and study





here and there in the house 
of Theodate Pope Riddle …



Cottages!Newport, Rhode Island …



William
Brown
McKinley

The late, lamented Burnham mansion



Among the Quaker City Passengers

McDonald, Louis . . . . . . . . Bristol, Eng.
Moody, Capt. Lucius . . . . Canton, N. Y.
Moulton, Julius . . . . . . . . . St. Louis, Mo.
Nelson,  Arba . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alton, Ills.
Nesbit, Dr. B. B. . . . . . . .  Louisville, Ky.
Nesbit, Thos. B. . . . . . . . . . . Fulton, Mo.
Newell, Miss Julia . . . . Janesville, Wisc.
Parsons, Samuel B. . . . . New York City.
Payne, Dr. and Mrs. J. H. . . Boston, Ms.
Quereau, Rev. G. W. . . . . . . Aurora, Ills.
Sanford, S. N. . . . . . . . . Cleveland, Ohio.
Serfaty, M. A. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gibraltar.
Severance, Mr. & Mrs. S. L. . . . . Cleve-
land, Ohio.
Sexton, Nicholas . . . . . . New York City.
Slote, Daniel . . . . . . . . . New York City.
VanNostrand, Jno. A. . . Greenville, N.J



Kaolatype cover for The 
Prince and the Pauper, 1881



First, get the 
pictures,

THEN write the 
book …

For A Tramp Abroad --





A Tramp 
Abroad

1880

With 
“smouched” 

illustrations …



American Publishing Company salesman’s sample for A Tramp Abroad



Thomas Grant, “The Artist of the Beautiful: Mark Twain’s
Investment in the Machine Inventor.”

“At one time or another," . . . "he pursued such diverse projects as a 
steam generator, a steam pulley, a railroad steam brake, a cash 
register, a hand grenade, a carpet design machine, a textile 
designing machine, a steam-from-coal extracting process, a cure for 
chilblains and a skimmed-milk cure-all called Plasmon; also a watch 
company, a portable mosquito net frame, a spiral hat pin and a 
bedsheet clamp. Three projects became patented: an adjustable 
garment strap, a pre-gummed scrapbook, and a history game" 
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Potboilers …



The Charles Webster Company, 1883-1895



Selected works published by WebsterCo
1885

Grant, Ulysses S., Personal Memoirs
Twain, Mark, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

1886
McClellan, George Brinton, McClellan's Own Story

1887
Custer, Elizabeth, Tenting on the Plains; or, General Custer in Kansas 
and Texas
O'Reilly, Father Bernard, Life of Pope Leo XIII

1888
Beecher, William, and Samuel Scoville, A Biography of Rev. Henry Ward 
Beecher
Filippini, Alexander, The Table: How to Buy Food, How to Cook It, and 
How to Serve It
Mark Twain's Library of Humor
Sheridan, General, Personal Memoirs of P. H. Sheridan, General, United 
States Army

1889
Stedman, Edmund Clarence, A Library of American Literature from the 
Earliest Settlement to the Present Time
Twain, Mark, A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court

Charles Webster,
1851-1891
Nephew by 
marriage  ---

And company 
figurehead



1890
Sherman, William T., Memoirs of Gen. W. T. Sherman

1891
Dahlgren, Madeline Vinton, Memoirs of John A. Dahlgren, Rear-Admiral United States 
Navy
Schmidt, William, The Flowing Bowl; When and What to Drink
Tolstoy, Leo, Ivan the Fool; or, The Old Devil and the Three Small Devils, also A Lost 
Opportunity, and Polikshka

1892
Columbus, Christopher, Writings of Christopher Columbus, Descriptive of the Discovery of 
the New World
Filippini, Alexander, One Hundred Ways of Cooking Eggs
Filippini, Alexander, One Hundred Ways of Cooking Fish
Tolstoy, Leo, Life is Worth Living, and Other Stories
Twain, Mark, The American Claimant
Twain, Mark, Merry Tales
Whitman, Walt, Selected Poems
Whitman, Walt, Autobiographia, or, the Story of a Life

1893
Filippini, Alexander, One Hundred Desserts
Twain, Mark, The £1,000,000 Bank-note and Other New Stories

1894
Twain, Mark, Tom Sawyer Abroad



Pudd’nead Wilson’s Calendars







"I have been 
sitting by the 
machine for 
2 1/2 hours . 

. . &
my 

admiration 
of it towers 

higher.
No mistake 

about it, it is 
the Big 

Bonanza."

July, 1890





Early version of a Mergenthaler Linotype machine



Henry Huddleston Rogers



Fairhaven, MA:  The Millicent Library and the Rogers ”summer house” (demolished 1915) 



Ralph Ashcroft and the Plasmon fling, 1908-09



Meanwhile, at Harpers ….



The show goes on …


