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THE COLUMBIAN EXCHANGE: HEMISPHERES IN CONTACT 

 

Alfred W. Crosby, Jr., The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural  

 Consequences of 1492 (1972; “30th Anniversary Edition” with foreword by J. R. 

 McNeill and updated bibliography, 2003) 

 

Jared Diamond, Guns, Germs, and Steel: the Fates of Human Societies (1997) 

 

Charles Mann, 1493: Uncovering the New World Columbus Created (2011) 

 

William McNeill, Plagues and Peoples (1976; reprinted with new introductory essay,  

 1998) 

 

Peter Watson, The Great Divide: Nature and Human Nature in the Old World and the 

New (2012)….how the two hemispheres diverged and developed in radically different 

ways from 15,000 BC to 1492 AD. 

 

 

 

HEMISPHERIC CONTACTS IN THE GEOLOGICAL PAST: 

 

Tim Flannery, The Eternal Frontier: An Ecological History of North America and 

 Its Peoples (2001)…covers the last 65 million years of our prehistory and history. 

 

Donald R. Prothero, After the Dinosaurs: the Age of Mammals (2006) 

 

 

WORLD HISTORY AND PREHISTORY: 

 

Jeremy Black, ed., The DK Atlas of World History (2000, revised edition as World  

 History Atlas, 2008) 

 ….colorful maps with brief essays cover all the continents. 

 

Richard Overy, ed., The Times Complete History of the World (9th ed., 2015) 

….this lavish historical atlas with text originally appeared in 1978 as The Times 

Atlas of World History, edited by Geoffrey Barraclough.  Since then it has had 

several editions, editors, publishers, and titles. 

 

Chris Scarre, ed., The Human Past: World Prehistory and the Development of Human  

 Societies (2005: fourth edition, 2018)….chapter-length essays by  

 specialists cover all American and Old World cultures. 


