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AMERICA’S ANCIENT CHIEFDOMS, 1539-1543:

CONQUISTADORS, PUEBLOS, AND MOUNDBUILDERS
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Timeline

1440-60 1513
The Portuguese explore Ponce de Leo6n claims
coast of Africa Florida for Spain

1492 1519-21
Moors defeated in Spain; Magellan's fleet sails around
Columbus lands in New World the world

1497 1521
Vasco da Gama sails to India
by way of Africa

First Expeditions North

Cortés conquers the Aztecs

1528
Narvéez attempts a colony in
Florida

1529-36

The wanderings of Cabeza de

Vaca
1532

Incas of Peru

Pizarro overthrows the

1539-43
De Soto expedition

1540-42
Coronado expedition

1542-43
Cabrillo’s voyage

1562
French Huguenots settle in
Florida

1565
Menendez establishes St.
Augustine

1584

Ralegh plants colony on

North Carolina coast

1598
Onate expedition into Southwest

1607
English settle at Jamestown

1620
Pilgrims settle at Ply-
mouth

Following Indian trails, expedi-
tion swings in a wide arc through
Georgia, South Carolina, North
Carolina, and Alabama, encoun-
tering major chiefdoms. Bloody
battle at Mabila (central
Alabama) in October

Winters among ancestral Chick-
asaw Indians of Mississippi and
suffers attack by them; crosses
Mississippi in May; travels in
great loop through Arkansas;
discovers buffalo hunters and a
people who live in scattered
houses and not in villages; en-
dures severe winter at Autiamque

Reaches the rich chiefdom of
Anilco; at nearby Guachoya, De
Soto sends out scout parties who
find nothing but wilderness;

De Soto dies is succeeded by
Moscoso. After fruitless wander-
ing in east Texas, Moscoso re-
traces route to Anilco

Winter camp at Aminoya on
Mississippi; survivors— half the
original number— build boats
to float downriver; in Septem-
ber, they reach Panuco River,
in Mexico

Departs from Compostela with
an army of 300 cavalry and infan-
try, several hundred Indian allies,
friars, and a long pack train.
Alarcon sails up the Gulf of Cali-
fornia with three vessels. Expedi-
tion penetrates American South-
west, reaches Hawikuh in July;

engages the Zuni in battle; Coro-

nado wounded.

Tovar explores Hopi villages in
Arizona. Alarcén reaches mouth
of Colorado River. Cardenas
sights the Grand Canyon.

Alvarado marches to Acoma,
Pecos, and beyond.

Journeys to Quivira (Kansas).
Winters at Tiguex; puts down an
Indian revolt.

The army departs for home in
April, arrives in Mexico City in
mid-summer. Coronado reports
to Viceroy Antonio de Mendoza
on expedition, resumes his gover-
norship of Nueva Galicia. Months
later Coronado is tried for mis-
management of expedition but
acquitted.

De Soto Lands in Florida in late May;
marches through upper Florida;
major battle at Napituca; gue-
rilla war with Apalachees; winter
camp at Anhaica (Tallahassee)

Coronado

Cabrillo

Accompanies an exploring expe-
dition up the northwest coast as
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Gathers a new exploring fleet for
Mendoza.

Dispatched by Mendoza to con-
tinue exploration of the northwest.

January 3: Dies on San Miguel
Island (Channel Islands).
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Francisco Vazquez de Coronado

Francisco Vazquez Coronado in the Plaza
Mayor de Salamanca

Governor of New Galicia
Charles |

Personal details
1510
Salamanca, Crown of Castile
22 September 1554
(aged 43—-44)
Mexico City, Viceroyalty of New
Spain

Signature /M yaa

Allegiance >< Spain
Years of 1535-1554
service

Battlesiwars  Spanish conguest of Mexico
Exploration of North America




“As was true of most Spanish-led expeditions of the sixteenth century,
the funds that financed the entrada came from the participants
themselves. Not a single peso was supposed to come from the king."”

—R. Flint, “No Settlement, No Conquest,” p. ?3|

All were gambling that their investments would be handsomely
rewarded by the conquest of wealthy lands.



The Coronado Entrada included over 2,100 people—

Senior officers:
—Francisco Vasquez de Coronado, captain-general in command.

—Lope de Samaniego, maestre de campo (field commander).
—12 senior officers.

Churchmen: Fray Marcos de Neza, two other Franciscan priests and
two Franciscan lay brothers.

—368 soldiers/volunteers.
—four wives, several other women.
—c. 400+ servants and slaves.

—c. 1,300 “indios amigos” (Mexican Indian warriors, 800 Nahuatl
(Aztecs), 400 others from western Mexico.

—550 saddle horses, 600 pack horses and mules.
Herds of cattle and sheep (thousands).

No pigs!
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Coronado in the San Pedro Valley
Coronado en el Valle de San Pedro
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Setting out from Mexico in a “gilded suit and helmet with crested Partiendo de México con un “armadura dorada y un Casco ¢
plume,” Coronado led a force of more than 1,000, Imagine the pluma crestada,” Coronado lideraba un ejercito de mas de 1,000

spectacle as they marched into this valley —nearly 340 Spanish hombres. Imagina el espectaculo al verlos caminar en este valle—casi

soldiers and more than 700 Indian allies and slaves, burdened 340 soldados espafoles y mis de 700 aliados indigenas y esclavos,

with livestock and supplies. todos compartiendo ¢l peso de llevar ganado y provisiones




A Timeless Landscape

The San Rafacl Valley, extending to the distant peaks before you, has
wwummeam&p«ﬂﬁmmdmlunh
1540-1542. The international border with Mexico is off toward the
horizon, although the boundary is difficult to see.

-

International Boundary
Limite Internacional

Sierra Madre Mountains Patagonia Mountains
Montanas Sierra Madre Montanas Patagonia
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Un Paisaje Eterno

El Valle de San Rafacl, que abarca hasta los picos distantes frente a ti,
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Baboquivari, sacred peak
of the O’odham people

Baboquivari, pico sagrado
de la cultura O'odham

Lone Mountain
Montafia Solitaria
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Smuggling and/or illegal entry is
common in this area due to the
proximity of the international
border. '
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You may have brought water and other provisions on your
hike today. Coronado, too, prepared for his journey.into
unfamiliar territory. Among his personal possesions were
23 horses for transportation and several suits of armor for
protection. Some commanders carried crossbows, chain
mail, swords, and extra clothing. Blacksmiths and other
tradesmen took tools for making repairs along the way.
Pack animals hauled vital stores, while as many as 6,000
cattle, sheep, and goats provided the expedition with a

few months' worth of meat.

Probablemente trajiste agua y otras provisiones para tu
caminata. Coronado también vino preparado para su
travesia en este territorio desconocido. Entre sus posesiones
personales se encontraban 23 caballos para transporte, y
varias armaduras para proteccion. Algunos comandantes
cargaban arcos, cotas de malla, espadas, y ropa extra.
Herreros y otros comerciantes llevaban herramientas para
hacer reparaciones en el camino. Ademds, llevaban animales
de carga con suplementos vitales, y cerca de 6,000 cabezas
de ganado, ovejas y cabras que proveian a la expedicion con

algunos meses de carne.
O'odham water jar

Pointed morion (helmet) % . Jarra de agua O‘odham
Morrin Punﬁn“do “‘“o) Nathornad Muscwm of the American Indan.
Sevithsceass Ina o

Panting (detadl) by Nevm Aempthoene NPS




onado arrives at Cibola
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Between Cibola and Tiguex
A Vizquez de Coronado Presence
at El Morro National Monument, New Mexico

CLAY MATHERS AND CHARLES HAECKER

R Introduction

ising some two hundred feet from the floor of the EI Morro valley in-
west-central New Mexico, the sandstone promontory known as Inscription

Rock has been a focus of historic and prehistoric activity for centuries.

With two late prehistoric pueblos at its summit and an extensive record of
Pucblo IV-period petroglyphs and later historic inscriptions at its bas, this

location has similarly been a focal point for generations of historical and
archacological research.’ In addition, Inscription Rock and its environs have
aspecial significance with respect to historic preservation. On June 8, 1906,
President Theodore Roosevelt signed into law An Act for the Preservation
of American Anciquities and shortly thereafter established El Morro as the

nation’s second national monument.* More than a hundred years later, the

importance of that decision has been amplified by the discovery of archae-

ological materials indicating that EI Morro was visited by the first major |

European entrada into the American Southwest, the largest Spanish-led
exploration ever to enter this region, the 1539-42 expedition of Francisco
Vizquez de Coronado.

The identification of a Vizquez de Coronado presence ar El Morro
Narional Monument took place as the result of a small-scale rescarch project

he National Park

rvi H a0 nershin aoram in n New
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'CANONCITO -
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El Morro






Alvarado was also the first to see and report on the pueblo of Acoma,
high on its mesa.

He then proceeded to visit the Rio Grande valley with its numerous
pueblos. The name of one of them, Tiguex, was also applied to the
entire region.
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The COfoqado Exped'tlon! 1540 - From Acoma, Alvarado reached the main group of Pueblo
The reconnaissances which Coronado sent out gradually brought rines in the Upper Rio Grande Valley. Here the cultivable area was
him a fairly complete picture of the Pueblo country so that, from  Wwide and the land near the river fertile. The numerous villages of

their reports, he could visualize what lay to the west and north and

east.
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the Tiguex district (the name of the principal pueblo as well) proved
very attractive and the people well disposed.!> From there he
reached Pecos at the eastern edge of the Pueblo area.
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To Pecos and Beyond

Marching from Cibola to
Pecos, Alvarado's soldiers
saw Puebloland in the morn-
ingtide of its history, a time
of prosperity and relative
peace. Village after village
welcomed the Spaniards. At
Acoma, built on a mesa, "the
natives...came down to
meet us peacefully” and gave
the Spaniards supplies for
their journey. In Tiguex prov-
ince, they met Indians "more
devoted to agriculture than
to war” who gave them
food, cloth, and skins. At the
huge pueblo of Braba (pres-
ent Tm). more hospmmy

with drums and flutes and
plied the soldiers with cloth-
ing and turquoise (but the
women kept hidden). The

Coronado’s March through Puebloland

TOVAR AND <,
CARDENAS ¥

CIBOLA

record is clear that when the
intruders came peacefully,
first encounters were not
always hostile.

e if{ai, e
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Nevertheless, shortly after he wrote his letter to the viceroy,
Vazquez de Coronado dispatched Melchior Diaz and Juan Gallego
southward with the report to Mendoza and instructions to Tristan de
Luna y Arellano at San eronimo to bring the bulk of the remainder
of the expedition on to Cibola. Reunited, the full expedition would
find out what it could about the peoples and settlements of the rest of
Tierra Nueva. These two decisions, to search farther and to call up
the remainder of the expedition, were not the captain general's alone

but were made in collaboration with a junta of leading members o
the expedition. t




The Coronado Expedition, 1540

By late autumn of 1540, the entire expedition was assembling in the
Tiguex area, where it would spend the winter.
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Map of the Tiguex Province, north of present-day Albuquerque NM, showing locations of eleven of the reported

"twelve towns." The twelfth town is IiKer Isleta Pueblo, about 20 miles south of Piedras Marcadas (map by
author).






Routes Followed by the Coronado Expedition in New Mexico, 1540-41
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‘“This Nuestra Senora river(Rio
Grande ) flows through a broad
valley planted with fields of
maise. There are some cotton- |
wood groves. There are twelve
pueblos.”’ -

Hernando de Alvarado-1540

““The river is almost as wide as
that of Seville, although not so
deep; it flows through a level
country; the water is good; it
contains some fish; it rises in
the north.. . the river freezes so
thick that loaded animals cross
it, and it would be possible for
carts to do so.”




v
“Tiguex is a province of twelve pueblos,on
the banks of a large and mighty river. Some
of the pueblos are on one bank, some on
theother. It is a spacious valley two leagues
wide. To the east there is a snow - covered
sierra, very high and rough."’

Pedro de Castaneda - 1540

The Spanish Conquistadors occupied one
of the pueblos in the Tiguex Province dur-
ing the winters of 1540-41and 1541-42. This
pueblo, Kuaua, is believed to be the north-

ernmost village of the Tiguex Province,and
it was undoubtedly visited by the Spanish.

At first theTigua people welcomed the visi-
tors and submitted to their demands for
food, shelter and clothing. However, de-
mands of the army became unbearable. The
Tiguas staged a desperate revolt against
the Spanish invaders in the winter of 1540~
41. The results were disasterous for the
pueblo people. Two villages were destroy-
and many of the people killed.

Museum of New Mexico— Museum of Indian Arts and Culture/Laboratory of
Anthropology, ARMS, site files, LA187

Schematic drawing of Kuaua from “Test Excavations at Kuaua
Pueblo (LA 187)” by Bradley J. Vierra



Coronado State Monument (reconstruction of Kuaua), about 1940.
Photograph courtesy New Mexico Department of Tourism.
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5 Tiguex---Kuaua
and the Rio
Grande pueblos






~as-ied into the Coronado Cuar-

Workers from the’ Works Project
Administration, a New Deal Pro-
gram, excavating the ruins of =
Kuaua in the 1930s, :

I
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* Marketing for the opening of
Coronado Monument in 1940 i\
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1o Centennial Commission. xtg-‘ pptedprmslirs T e pading
: i 'z’\:'J Vht ywie o ey Yo progerty Haced
I

Ve gt o4 men

I at Kuaua?

il Thié'auegiéﬁffhmivated the original excava-
~ tions of the pueblo during the New Deal Era.
. Dr. Edgar Lee Hewett, the lead archaeologist,

was confident that Kuaua was the location
where Francisco Vazquez de Coronado’s en-
trada encamped during the winter of 1541. Ul-
timately, the discovery of the kiva murals shift-
ed the excavation’s focus to preserving and
maintaining these invaluable paintings. The
site was named Coronado State Monument
(now Coronado Historic Site) and opened in
1940 for the 400th anniversary of Coronado’s
expedition. While no evidence of the Spanish
was found during the original excavations of
the 1930s, the site was named after the con-
quistador in order to interpret relations be-

tween Europeans and Puebloans.
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Routes Followed by the Coronado Expedition in New Mexico, 1540-41
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The coronado Exped|t|0n, 1540-41 From Acoma, Alvarado reached the main group of Pueblo
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The reconnaissances which Coronado sent out gradually broElghl O o  ibes in the Upper Rio Grande Valley. Here the cultivable area was

him a fairly complete picture of the Pueblo country so that, from < A wide and the land near the river fertile. The numerous villages of

their reports, he could visualize what lay to the west and north and 3 7 the Tiguex district (the name of the principal pueblo as well) proved
<

east. Pedro de Tovar reached Tuséyan, the center of the Hopi tribe. very attractive and the people well disposed.’® From there he
' reached Pecos at the eastern edge of the Pueblo area. At Pecos he
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encountered the maverick Indian who was to become notorious as
“the Turk™ when he attached himself to the Spaniards; he was full
of tales of a gold-rich area to the northeast. The party worked their
way beyond the Pueblo territory and reached the Canadian River,
where they briefly had a view of the Great Plains and of the buffalo
herds on them. This was to prove the crucial reconnaissance. When
Alvarado made his report after he returned to Hawikuh, Coronado
instructed Cérdenas to move to Tiguex, occupy the principal
pueblo and prepare it as a headquarters for himself as he intended
& Coronado departed from Compostela Februz  to move there.
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Map of the Tiguex Province, north of present-day Albuquerque NM, showing locations of eleven of the reported
"twelve towns." The twelfth town is likely Isleta Pueblo, about 20 miles south of Piedras Marcadas (map by

The Expedition arrived in need of food, shelter, and warm clothing. They
sometimes bartered for what they needed, but often just took it. They
appropriated the village of Coofor, near modern Bernalillo, forcing its residents
to leave. Their livestock grazed in the Tiguex fields, consuming dry corn stalks
needed by the Tiguex for winter fuel. Inevitably, a Spanish soldier assaulted a
Pueblo woman, wife to a Tiguex man. The Tiguex had been pushed to their limit
and violence ensued.

For three months, winter weather permitting, the Spanish and Tiguex fought.
Spanish tactics were to react to any provocation with immediate, fierce violence.
The Tiguex barricaded themselves in their villages, firing arrows from loop holes
or the roofs of their multi-storied dwellings. The Spanish and their Mexican
Indian auxiliaries would attack, scaling the walls to reach the roof tops, setting
fires to drive the Tiguex into the open, where they were easy prey for Spanish
cavalry. The superior weapons, horses, and overwhelming numbers of the
Spanish army preordained their victory. Many Tiguex men were killed in battle;
women and children were enslaved.



Tiguex War

Part of Expedition of Francisco Vazquez de Coronado

Coronado’s march - Colorado by Frederic Remington
shows the march of Coronado east from Tiguex
Province to the Great Flains

Date December 1540 — March 1541 (4 months)
Location Tiguex Province, Viceroyalty of Mew Spain
(present-day Bernalillo, MM}

o 39-309444°N 106.551944°W
Result Spanish victory
# Destruction of the Tiwa villages
* Southern Tiwan peoples move out of
the Middle Rio Grande Valley and into
defensive mountain settlements
Belligerents
12 Southern Tiwa Pueblos "< Expedition of
Francisco Vazquez de
Coronado
Commanders and leaders
Kauian 1 >-< Francisco Vazquez
de Coronado
"< Garcia Lopez de
Cardenas
Strength

50 or so men pervillage 350 Spanish men-at-arms

2000 Mexican Indian

allies

350 servants and

followers
Casualties and losses

Hundreds killed, executed, Small number of Spanish

orwounded and Mexican fighters killed

Over 100 wounded

x>

Map of the Tiguex Province, north of present-day Albuguerque NM, showing locations of eleven of the reported
"twelve towns." The twelfth town is likely Isleta Pueblo, about 20 miles south of Piedras Marcadas (map by
author).



By March of 1541, the warfare between Spanish and Tiguex known to historians
as the Tiguex War was over. Hundreds of Tiguex had been killed, along with a
smaller number of Spanish and Mexican soldiers. Many Tiguex villages had been
burned or abandoned. Native resistance had accomplished little, the Spanish
remained in control. The Tiguex, reduced in numbers, many living in the
mountains away from their homes, now fully understood the implacable foe in
their midst.
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Map of the Tiguex Province, north of present-day Albuquerque NM, showing locations of eleven of the reported
"twelve towns." The twelfth town is likely Isleta Pueblo, about 20 miles south of Piedras Marcadas (map by
author)
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The encounter between Pueblo weapons, animals, and tech-
and Spanish cultures brought | nology that were beneficial
exchanges of food, clothing, ', to both.
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Pue hlo',\ Plains Indians iew of Pecos puob ] ral corridor across the Spanish and Anglo

aind Spaniards swap m out 1625 by artist mountains made Pecos that have shaped the
goods during an au- Louis S. Glanzman. Its a meeting ground for American Southwest,

Pecos: A Cultural Crossroads Btradafar i this  location e nas  thres e dndian,



Pecos National Historical Park
New Mexico

......

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Like othor Puehlo groups the Pecos enjoyed  rich cultural tra-
ditian with inventive architacturd ;md beautiful crafts, Their
raligious life, evi by many ial kivas,
reached oul to the nurtuning spirits of all things, animate and
inunimate, Their fincly tuncd adjustments to their natural and
cultivated world rested on a practieal science infused with spir-
ituality. By story and dance tradition-bearers conveyed the

© scoumi ukated knowledge and wisdom ol centuries past. Regu-

Iation of individual, family, and soclal life stemmed from a reli-
gion that bound all things together and comnseled balance,
harmony, and 1itness as the highest ideals.

Idealks did nol slwaye prevail. Warfare belween Pueblo groups

| veas fairty common, The frontier people of Pacos had to be vigl-

The Way it Was

North Pueblo Pecos Pueblo’s peak
of power and influence spanned
1450 to 1550. A Spanish visitor

in 1591 noted its 15- or 16-room
houses arranged in blocks "four
and five stories high” with ladders
that “can be pulled up by hand.”
Houses were "neat and thoroughly
whitewashed.” We don’t know
precisely what either the north

or south pueblo looked like, but

thanks to Kidder and to other
archeologists we can speculate.
The north pueblo (artist’s concept
below) has few outer-wall open-
ings and may have been built for
defense. The pueblo was built
with shaped stone plastered over
with mud. Ground floor rooms
were mainly for food storage,
with living spaces on upper levels.



Pecos National Historical Park
New Mexico

T iy O
-~:n»’

——

Like other Puehlo groups the Pecos enjoyed o rich cultural tra
ditian with inventive architecturs ;md beautitul crafts, Their
elaborate raligious lifo, evidenced by many ceremonial kivas,
reached oul to the nurtuning spirits of all things, animate and
inuniimate, Their fincly tuncd adjustments to thair nastural and
cultivated world rested on a practieal science infused with spir
it lity. By stary and dance tradition-bearers conveyed the
sccurnukated knowledge and wisdom ol centuries past. Requ-
lation of individual, Eamily, and social life stemmed from a reli-
gion that bound all things together and cownseled balance,
harmony, and 11tness as the highest ideals,

Ideaks did nol always prevail. Warfare belween Pueblo groups
was falfty common, The frontier people of Pacos had to be vigl-



The People of

P zkila

[Pecos

In the midst of pifion, juniper, and ponderosa pine woodlands in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains 25 miles southeast of Santa Fe,

enfolding the memory of those who came before, from nomadic tribes to pit house dwellers, the remains of a pueblo stand as a

meaningful reminder of a culture that once prevailed in this region.

A drawing depicting what the Pecos Pueblo
may have looked like during its heyday.
MNPS Photo/Lawrence Ormsby

Weathered adobe walls of a Spanish church stand alongside the pueblo on a ridge that extends for a quarter mile within the Pecos

River Valley. Long before Spaniards entered this country, this pueblo village was the juncture of trade between people of the Rio Grande Valley and hunting tribes of the buffalo plains.
Its nearly 2,000 inhabitants could marshal 500 fighting men: its frontier location brought both war and trade.

Trade activity between Plains and Pueblo bands at Cicuye/Pecos Pueblo.
NP3 Photo

At trade fairs, Plains tribes, mostly nomadic Apaches, brought slaves, buffalo hides, flint,
and shells to trade for pottery, crops, textiles, and turquoise with the river Pueblos. Pecos
Indians were middlemen, traders and consumers of the goods and cultures of the very
different people on either side of the mountains. They became economically powerful and
practiced in the arts and customs of two worlds.

Pecos Indians remained Puebloan in culture, despite cultural blendings, practicing an
ancient agricultural tradition borne north from Mexico by the seeds of sacred corn. By the
late Pueblo period, the last few centuries before the Spaniards arrived in the Southwest,
people in this valley had congregated in multi-storied towns overlooking the streams and
fields that nourished their crops. In the 1400s, these groups gathered into Pecos pueblo,
which became a regional power.

Fine-tuned adjustments to their natural and cultivated world rested on practical science infused with spirituality. By story and dance, tradition-bearers conveyed the knowledge and

wisdom of centuries past. Individual, family, and social life were regulated via a religion binding all things together and holding balance, harmony, and fitness as the highest ideals. But

ideals did not always prevail. Warfare between Pueblo groups was common. The frontier people of Pecos had to be vigilant with nomadic Plains Indians, whose intent--trade or

war—could be unpredictable.

Neighboring pueblos saw the Pecos as dominant. And Spaniards would soon learn that the Pecos could be powerful allies or determined enemies.




Pecos Pueblo
and the beauties
of nature






3 Pecos Pueblo,
museum and
ruins






Pecos Pueblo
and Glorieta Pass






8 Cicuique---
Pecos Pueblo in

1341
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