America’s Ancient Chiefdoms

1 Overview of North American Prehistory



AMERICA’S ANCIENT CHIEFDOMS, 1539-1543:

CONQUISTADORS, PUEBLOS, AND MOUNDBUILDERS
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History and archaeology combine to tell this story of first contacts between civilizations. Half a century after
Columbus, two rival Spanish forces under Francisco Vasquez de Coronado and Hernando de Soto marched
through the American Southwest and Southeast, searching in vain for gold and glory. They found pueblo-
dwelling cultures in the Southwest (the heirs of ancient Chaco Canyon), moundbuilding Indian chiefdoms of
the Mississippian culture in the Southeast (the heirs of ancient Cahokia). The Spanish and Indian cultures
were radically different in many ways, strangely similar in others. Instructor-made films will show the
fascinating archaeological sites along the Spanish routes— from Hawikuh and Pecos pueblos in New
Mexico to Tallahassee, Etowah, Moundville, the Parkin site and others in the Southeast. Last given in 2012
and now updated, this class will portray both dramatic and historic events and ancient Native American

ways of life.



AMERICA’S ANCIENT CHIEFDOMS, 1539-1543

CONQUISTADORS, PUEBLOS AND MOUNDBUILDERS
CLASS SCHEDULE: Mondays 1:30-3 PM
Sept 11 Introduction: Overview of American Prehistory
Sept 18 The Columbian Exchange / The Conquistadors
Sept 25 De Soto in Florida, 1539-1540
Oct 2 Coronado from Mexico to Cibola, 1540
Oct 9 De Soto from Anhaica to Mabila, 1540

Oct 16 Coronado from Cibola to Tiguex, 1540-1541

Oct 23 De Soto from Chicaza to the Great River and beyond, 1541-43

Oct 30 Coronado from Cicuye to Quivira, 1541-42 / Conclusions




OLLI Interest Groups

....free and fun, with congenial colleagues

« CHINESE/AMERICAN CULTURES

Interest Group Leader. Mabel Thurmon
Location: OLLI classroom

Maximum number of participants: 20
Meeting Time: Friday, November 10, 10:00-11:00 (first meeting only; group will decide others)

This group will focus on Chinese culture primarily in terms of its differences and similarities with American
culture. Participants curious about China can learn more about the country and its people. Mabel was born
in China, grew up in Hong Kong, and studied and worked in the USA. She would like to share her
experiences with other OLLI members and explore together with them more about Chinese and American
cultures.

+ EARLY AMERICAN HISTORY

Interest Group Leader: Trisha Crowley
Location: OLLI classroom

Maximum number of participants: 20

As more people question whether our democracy is strong enough to survive the present political uproar,
the accounts of how America was formed are increasingly of interest. After a long period of consensus about
the interpretation of early events, new interpretations have been presented in the last few decades.

The interest group participants will meet to share resources and agree on a reading program. Meetings will
focus on the reading agreed on. If participants agree, relevant videos may be viewed . Previous knowledge
of this era of American history is not required, as the purpose of the group is to educate ourselves, but it
would not be surprising to find extremely knowledgeable OLLI members.

The Early American History Interest Group meets from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. every Thursday that OLLI is open.
Group members are currently reading and discussing The Ideological Origins of the American Revolution by
Bernard Bailyn.

+ HANDCRAFTS TOGETHER!

Interest Group Leader: Lori Choguette
Location: OLLI classroom

Maximum number of participants: 20

This interest group is a social group where members visit while working on handcrafts of any type. It can be
knitting, crochet, needlepoint, cross-stitch, embroidery, and hand-quilting or any other type of craft you can
work on with your hands while sitting in a chair — it could even be coloring. This group is all about having
other people to talk to while you work on something. It's also a place for members to share things
associated with their crafts and to show off their finished works. Group members could also teach others
how to do one of the crafts if someone is interested in learning a new skill. We could also allow for sharing
patterns and ideas and swapping or trading extra supplies with others.

Handcrafts Together! will begin meeting again in early April. Thanks for your participation in this Interest
Group.




OLLI Interest Groups

....free and fun, with congenial colleagues

¢ ALL THINGS ALLERTON!

Interest Group Leaders: Judy Lachman & Joyce Eisenstein
Location: Allerton Park & Retreat Center (after initial meeting at OLLI). Members will meet in a local parking
lot to carpool to Allerton Park in Monticello, IL.

Maximum number of participants: 50
Meeting Time: Thursday, February 23, 3:30-4:30 p.m_ (first meeting only; group will decide others)

Allerton Park and Retfreat Center is an lllinois treasure. There are many things to do there and much to
enjoy. There are beautiful gardens, fantastic hiking trails, and much to see, do, and learn. This Interest
Group is for everyone who enjoys Allerton and those who have not yet discovered its unique beauty.
Members of this group will meet at Allerton about once a month for a hike, a tour, a concert, a walk through
the gardens, a garden workday, or an Allerton-planned event. Whatever you're interested in doing at
Allerton, you'll find other OLLI members who share your interests in this group. Let us know what you want
to do there. You can choose to attend some or all of the group’s planned activities

« ETHNIC CUISINES DINING GROUP

Interest Group Leader: Fred Christensen
Co-leaders: Mohan Tracy, David Tracy
Location: Area restaurants

Champaign-Urbana is fortunate to have a very diverse set of
national cuisines: at least ten, with four or five more within an
easy driving distance (Chinese, Mexican, Italian, Japanese
Thai, Indian, Zambian, German, Korean, Lao, etc.). This group
will meet once per month for dinner, conversation, and a
chance to try familiar or unfamiliar menu items. Details will
evolve and change as the group takes shape, but here is how
we can begin

On arrival at the restaurant, a knowledgeable person (friendly
chef or group member) could tell us two things about that ethnic
cuisine: (A) What are three characteristics that are different or
special about this cuisine, and (B) What one entrée would you
recommend to a beginner?

These get-togethers will require dinner reservations and agreement on a system for payment. With 10 or
fewer participants, individuals or families can pay for their own meals: for larger groups, there are several
options to choose from (split the group over two evenings? Let the group leader pay for all and split the bill

evenly between the participants? We can decide later)

One restaurant dinner per month. Second Tuesday of the month or other convenient date; 6:30 p.m

* LET'S GO HIKING!

Interest Group Leader: Fred Christensen
Co-leaders: Isabel Cole, Walter Hurley

Location: Varies

There are dozens of good destinations for walks and hikes near Champaign-Urbana, and this group will
explore them. Members of this Group meet at a prearranged spot for carpooling and drive to the frailhead for
each hike. Usually, there will be a short warmup hike in the morning followed by a brownbag lunch or a local
restaurant meal, then a longer hike in the afternoon (on hot summer days, the longer hike can be done in
the momning). Total distance walked each day will usually be 2 to 6 miles. The most remote hiking
destinations might be to Starved Rock State Park (fwo hours north) and Turkey Run State Park (two hours
east).

At least one hike per month will be scheduled, more in spring and fall with good weather. We can begin with
“third Saturdays” of each month. As the Group develops, dates and arrangements can change; it's up to the
Group members! Since weather is a factor, rain dates can be announced for each hike.
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OLLI Interest Group: “History as Literature”

....reading and discussing works of fact and fiction,
well-written, thought-provoking, accurate and
enjoyable!




FOREWORD: Al Bullock
EUROPE: LAND, PEOPLES AND LANGUAGES  Emrys Jones
LANDOWNERS AND FARMERS F. M. L. Thompsan
SAILORS AND FISHERMEN Peter Kemp
WORKERS Walter Kendall

| ITHE POOR  Olwen Hufton
POPULAR ENTERTAINERS Dilys Powell

I H E ‘ SPORTSMEN Christian Graf von Krockos

: WRITERS Peter Lem
et ARCHITECTS Stephen Gardmer

FAC E S ARTISTS Luke Herrmann

I MUSICIANS Demty Stevem

OF ACTORS Martin Esslin

BELIEVERS AND WORSHIPPERS TJobw McMaumners

A LAIN
PHILOSOPHERS AND INTELLECTUALS _Anthony Quinton
EUROPE SCRIBES, SCHOLARS AND STUDENTS Lucy Sutherland
BULLOCK SCIENTISTS Yebuda Elkans
DOCTORS AND NURSES F. F. Cartwright

WOMEN, HALF OF EUROPE’S POPULATION Nuaomi Griffiths

SOLDIERS Tobw Keegan
ROGUES AND VILLAINS (. H. Rolph
TRAVELLERS AND EXPLORERS Charles Ierltnden
CRAFTSMEN AND GUILDS Harold Oshorne
ENGINEERS AND TECHNOLOGISTS Stdney Pollard
MERCHANTS AND BANKERS  Toban de 'ries
RULERS AND POLITICIANS Donglas Jolmson
CIVIL SERVANTS AND BUREAUCRATS Saomuel Fner
LAWYERS Romald Graveson
REBELS, HERETICS AND REVOLUTIONARIES Freedrich Heer
EUROPE BEYOND EUROPE Charles Boxer

OLLI Interest Group: “History as Literature”

....reading and discussing works of fact and fiction,
well-written, thought-provoking, accurate and
enjoyable!



Which of these categories will play a role in this class?

FOREWORD: Al Bullock
EUROPE: LAND, PEOPLES AND LANGUAGES  Emrys Joner
LANDOWNERS AND FARMERS F. M. L. Thompsan
| SAILORS AND FISHERMEN  Peter Kemp
TH E | WORKERS Walter Kendall
THE POOR  Olwen Hufton
EDITED POPULAR ENTERTAINERS Dilys Pawell
F AC E S SPORTSMEN  Christian Graf von Krockow
BY ‘ WRITERS Peter Levt
OF ARCHITECTS Stephen Gardiner
ARTISTS Luke Herrmanmn
ALAN MUSICIANS  Deir Stevens
EU ROPE ACTORS Martin Esslon
BULLOCK BELIEVERS AND WORSHIPPERS  Jahn McMamners
PHILOSOPHERS AND INTELLECTUALS _Anthony Quinton
SCRIBES, SCHOLARS AND STUDENTS Lucy Sutherland
SCIENTISTS Yebuda Elkans
DOCTORS AND NURSES F. F. Cartwright
WOMEN, HALF OF EUROPE’S POPULATION  Nuomi Griffiths
SOLDIERS  Jobw Keegan
ROGUES AND VILLAINS C. H. Rolph
TRAVELLERS AND EXPLORERS Charles Perlinden
GRAFTSMEN AND GUILDS Harold Oshorne
ENGINEERS AND TECHNOLOGISTS Stdney Pollard
MERCHANTS AND BANKERS Joban de I'ries
RULERS AND POLITICIANS Douglas Jobnson
CIVIL SERVANTS AND BUREAUCRATS Saomuel Finer
LAWYERS Ronald Graveson
REBELS, HERETICS AND REVOLUTIONARIES Friedrich Heer
EUROPE BEYOND EUROPE  Charles Boxer
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Two non-OLLI activities:

EAST CENTRAL ILLINOIS ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
2023-2024
All Programs Free and Open to the General Public

Thursday, 7 pm Sept 21, 2023 - Urbana Free Library - Lewis Anditorium
"Excavations at Two Free-Black, Civil War Era Howse Sites: An Update of the Springficld
Race Riot Project” Floyd Mansberger, Fever River Rescarch

Thursday, 7 pm October 19, 2023 - Urhana Free Library -Lewis Auditorium
"Answering the Question: "Why the CAMD?"Maonette Bebow-Reinhard,
Author/Historian, The presentation will focus on the use of copper from lllineis
Hopewell and Mississippian sites based on the presenter’s research for writing the
llinois Copper Artifact Resource Manual,

Saturday, 1-4 pm November 4 - Museum of the Grand Prairie, Mahomet
Archaeology Open House., Special presentation- “Stories of Private Artifact Collections;
Documenting Frivate Collections™ Norman Emerick, Laura Ayers, Kim Mclee, and Eve
Hargrave

Thursday, 7 pm December 21, 2023 - Urbana Free Library -Lewis Auditorium
"Seeking a Home: The Archaeology and Architecture of German Immigration in
Southwestern llinois™ Michacl Smith, Ilineis State Archacological Survey

Thursday, 7 pm January 18, 2024 - Urbana Free Library -Lewis Auditorium
“Ghost Towns of Wyoming™ Kathryn Maag, Department of Anthropology, UILC

Thursday, 7 pm February 15, 2024 - Uirbana Free Library -Lewis Auditorium
"Making Community at the 140 Century Village of Noble-Wieting” G. Logan Miller,
Department of Anthropology, 15U

Thursday, 7 pm March 21, 2024 - Urbana Free Library -Lewis Auditorium
“Chip-a-Canoe Adventure” Larry Kinsella, Cahokia Archaeological Society

Thursday, 7 pm April 18, 2024 - Urhana Free Library -Lewis Auditorium
"The Nazea Lines in Their Soclety” Helaine Silverman, Department of Anthropolegy, UTUC

Thursday, 7 pm May 16, 2024 - Urbana Free Library -Lewls Auditorium
“30 Years of Field School, CRM, and Volunteer Projects at the Macktown National
Register Site in Rockton, llinois" Rochelle Lurie, RRL Consulting, Inc.

ECIAS Officers Board of Directors
President: Fred Christensen (fohrista@illineds. edu) Alice Berkson
Vice President: Susan Taylor Susan Deppe
Secretary: Holly Labisky Kim Mclee

Traazurer: hohan Tracy
Advisor: Eve Harprave

Facebook: wanw facebook com/East-Cantral-Tlhinets-Archasological-Soctiety

Sep 12 ~Oct
,.a[.' ;-.r_,:tf-{'lf 198

Voyage of the Vikings

Join us as we travel through Labrador,
Greenland, Iceland, Norway, Scotland and
Newfoundland. Each week we will learn
about the lands, people, culture, history
and scenery of each of these countries.
No fees. No registration. Just socializing
and learning something new!

Meets at Main Library

Champaign P

77 LIBRARY

Questions? Ask us
217.403.2000
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Why did the peoples of different continents develop

1483

their cultures in such different ways?

The rest of North and South America contained societies

ranging from simple hunter-gatherer bands to
chiefdoms based on agriculture, all of them non-literate
(“prehistoric”).
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Mexico and Peru had Copper-Age city-states and
empires.
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Much of Eurasia was dominated by complex literate

Iron-Age societies.
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Much of Africa contained Iron-Age herding and farming
cultures, ranging from bands and tribes to kingdoms
and empires.

O Portuguese overseas
possessions



Why did the peoples of different continents develop
their cultures in such different ways?

.
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L GUNS &
GERMS, AND
STEEL

The FATES of HUMAN SOCIETIES

JARED DIAMOND
This very influential 1997 book addresses this question.

Answers include—

—the form, extent and geological/climatological nature
of the different continents.

—the availability of domesticable plants and animals.



The geology and geography of the continent provide the
setting and shape the development of human societies.

A New Geological

History

17

JOHN D X.GFisSai

Author of Mask of the Sun

This recent book gives a good account of that basic
background.



[Fred Christensen Fall 2023
fchriste@illinois edu

NORTH AMERICAN PREHISTORY: RECOMMENDED READING S

THE LAND: GEOLOGY OF THE CONTINENT

(General surveys of earth science/geology:)
Richard Fgrigy. Earth: An Intimate History (2004)
Martin Redfern, The Earth: A Very Short introduction (2003)

PRECOLUMBIAN AMERICA: ARCHAEOLOGY

REFERENCE:

Michael Coe. Dean Snow and Elizabeth Benson, Atlas of Ancient America (1986)
Frederick E_Hoxie, ed , Encyclopedia of North American Indians (1996)
Frances H. Kennedy, ed, American Indian Places: A Historical Guidebook (2008)

AMERICAN INDIANS: GENERAL SURVEYS:
Peter Farb, Man’s Rise to Civilization: The Cultural Ascent of the Indians of North America (2™ ed

Tim Flannery, The Eternal Frontier: An Ecological History of North America and Its Peoples (2001)

Jake Page, In the Hands of the Great Spirit: The 20,000-Year History of American Indians (2003)

Bruce G. Trigger and Wilcomb E. Washburn, eds., The Cambridge History of the Native Peoples of
the Americas, Volume 1, North America, Parts 1 and 2 (two vols., 1996)

SURVEYS OF AMERICAN PREHISTORY:

Colin G. Calloway, One Vast Winter Count: The Native American West Before Lewis and Clark (2003)

Brian M. Fagan, Ancient North America: The Archaeology of a Continent (5% ed., 2019); shorter edition
published as The First North Americans (2011)

Alice Beck Kehoe, America Before the European Invasions (second ed., 2017)

Charles C. Mann, 1491: New Revelations of the Americas Before Columbus (second edition, 2011)

MOUNDBUILDING CULTURES—GENERAL:

Eric E. Bowne, Mound Sites of the Ancient South: A Guide to the Mississippian
Chiefdoms (2013)

Brian M. Fagan, “The Moundbuilders of Easter North America,” chapter 9 of From Black Land to Fifth
Sun: the Science of Sacred Sites (1998)

George R. Milner, The Moundbuilders: Ancient Peoples of Eastern North America (second ed., 2021)

Robert Silverberg, Mound Builders of Ancient America: The Archaeology of a Myth (1968)
-...abridged edition as The Mound Builders (1970)

MISSISSIPPIAN SITES: CAHOKIA:
Sally A. Kitt Chappell, Cahok ror of the Cosmos (2002)

George R. Milner, The Cahokia Chiefdom: The Archagology of a Mississippian Society (1998)
Timothy R. Paukgiat, Cahokia: Ancient America’s Great City on the Mississippi (2009)

Blaine Whitney Young and Melvin L. Fowler, Cahokia: The Great Native American Metropolis (2000)

ecommended Readings

Fred Christensen
fehriste@illinois.edu
September 2023

THE COLUMBIAN EXCHANGE: HEMISPHERES IN CONTACT
Alfred W. Crosby, Ir., The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural

Consequences of 1492 (1972; “30% Anniversary Edition” with foreword by J. R.
McNeill and updated bibliography, 2003)

Jared Diamond. Guns, Germs, and Steel: the Fates of Human Societies (1997)
Charles Mann, 1493: Uncovering the New World Columbus Created (2011)

William McNeill, Plagues and Peoples (1976; reprinted with new introductory essay,
1998)

Peter Watson, The Great Divide: Nature and Human Nature in the Old World and the
New (012).... frow the two hemispheres diverged and developed in radically different
ways from 13,000 BC to 1492 AD.

HEMISPHERIC CONTACTS IN THE GEOLOGICAL PAST:

Tim Flannery, The Eternal Frontier: An Ecological History of Nerth America and

Its Peoples (2001)...covers the last 63 million years of our prehistory and history.

Donald R. Prothero, After the Dinosaurs: the Age of Mammals (2006)

WORLD HISTORY AND PREHISTORY:

Jeremy Black, ed., The DK Atlas of World History (2000, revised edition as World
History Atlas. 2008)
colorful maps with brief essays cover all the confinents.

es Complete Histor

Richard Overy, ed., The of the World (Sth ed . 2015)

| Fred Christensen
September 2023

THE CORONADO EXPEDITION, 1540-1542

BACKGROUND:

Paul Horgan, Conquistadors in North American History (1963)

Paul Horgan, Great River: the Rio Grande in North American History (2 vols., 1954)
David Lavender, The Southwest (Regions of America series, 1980)

Matthew Restall and Felipe Fernandez-Armesto, The Conquistadors: A Very Short
2012)

David Weber, The Spanish Frontier in North America (1992)

Stephen Plog. Ancient Peoples of the American Southwest (2%.cd., 2008)

THE CORONADO ENTRADA:

Herbert Bolton, Coronade: Kaight of Pueblos and Plains (1849, rgps. 1990)

Richard Flint, No Settlement, No Conquest: A History of the Coronado Entrada
(2008)

ESSAY COLLECTIONS—HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY:

Richard Flint and Shirley Cushing Flint, eds., The Coronado Expedition: From the
Distance of 460 Years (2003)

Richard Flint and Shitley Cushing Flint, eds.. The Coronado Expediten to Tierra
Nueva: The 1540-1542 Route Across the Southwest (1997)

Richard Flint and Shitley Cushing Flint, eds., The Latest Word from 1540: People,
Places and Portrayals of the Coronade Expedition (2011)

| Fred Christensen
September 2023

DE SOTO AND THE SOUTHEAST: RECOMMENDED READINGS

THE SOURCES:

Lawrence A. Clayton, Vernon J. Knight, and Edward C. Moore, eds.,

The De Soto Chronicles: the Expedition of Hernando De Soto to North America
in 1539-1543 (2 volumes, 1993)

BASIC ACCOUNTS:
Charles Hudson, Knights of Spain, Warriors of the Sun: Hernando de Soto and the
South's Ancient Chicfdoms (1997; “30% anniversary edition” with new preface by
Robbie Ethridge, 2018)

David Ewing Duncan, Hernando de Soto: A Savage Quest in the Americas (1995)

‘William Sanders, Conquest: Hernando de Soto and the Indians: 1539-1543 (2003)

ESSAY COLLECTIONS:

Charles Hudson and Carmen Chaves Tesser, ods.. The Forgotten Centuries: Indians and

Europeans in the American South, 1521-1704 (1994)

David Hurst Thomas, ed.. C: jan C volume 2: Archaeological and
istorical Perspectives on the Spanish ds East (1990)

Patricia Galloway. ed.. The Hernando de Soto Expedition: History, Historiography, and

‘Discovery” in the Southeast (1997)

Vernon I. Knight, ed., The Search for Mabila: the Decisive Battle between Hernando de
Soto and Chief Tascalusa (2009)

David H. Dye and Cheryl Anne Cox, cds., Towns and Temples Along the Mississippi
(1990)

Gloria A. Young and Michael P. Hoffman, eds_, The Expedition of Hernando de Soto



*A history survey and narratve with no equal, In te
Hands of the Great Spirit s a work that belongs on the
shelves of anvone who aims to gain a deeper understand-
ing of the history, suffering, and trinmphs of this lnd's

original inhabitants."—Sann Fe New Mexioar

IN THE
HANDS OF
THE GREAT

SPIRIT

THE 20,000-YEAR
HISTORY OF

AMERICAN INDIANS

JAKE PAGE

If you want a good one-volume account of the entire Native
American experience, this one can be recommended.
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This National Park Service booklet gives a good brief account

of the events covered by this class. | can email it to those who

want it.



Thames & Hudson

2011

This volume in the “Ancient Peoples and Places” series
provides a good overview of North American prehistory.

' ANCIENT PEOPLES

S AMERICAN
SOUTHWEST

BUILDERS

ANCIENT SOCIETIES OF EASTERN
NORTH AMERICA

George R. Milner

These two books in the “Ancient Peoples and Places”
series provide the archaeological background for
western and eastern cultures. They are fairly short,
well-written, very accurate, and well-illustrated.



NoO SETTLEMENT

No CONQUEST
A History of the Coronado Entrada

RicHARD FLINT

Di bt@ o’(
Hernando de Soto

and the South’s Ancient
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Chares Hudson mniimma

These are the two best volumes, combining history and
archaeology, describing the two Spanish entradas.
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DAVID EWING DUNCAN

Here are good biographies of the two leaders.
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Here’s a good and very readable account of de Soto’s
entrada by an amateur historian. Twelve years ago, this
class arranged to purchase all the remaining copies from
the small-press publisher, for those who wanted copies.
I’ve now scanned this book as a .pdf file and can send it

to those who would like to read it.



The Long Journey begins.
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National Geographic Magazine
NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC
SOCIETY

GILBERT M. GROSVENOR, CHAIRMAN
JOHN M. FAHEY, JR., PRESIDENT AND CEO
WILLIAM L. ALLEN, EDITOR IN CHIEF,
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINE
ALLEN CARROLL, CHIEF CARTOGRAPHER

Washington, D.C., December 2000
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“All history, | have come to believe, is the history
of colonization, because all of us got to where we
are from somewhere else.”

— Felipe Fernandez-Armesto, Civilizations
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In 10,000 BC the hunting and gathering peoples in
America and Europe were at the same level of
development. Over the next 11,500 years, the “great
divergence” placed the two hemispheres on separate
“trajectories” of cultural development.




Why did the civilizations of the two hemispheres follow
such different “trajectories” in their historical

development?

Nature and Human Nature
in the Old World and the New

PETER WATSON

This 2012 book asks all the right questions, though it
doesn’t always provide the right answers!



The peoples of the two hemispheres were effectively
separated from each other for 12-15,000 years, providing a
great experiment in cultural development.

....Or were they?



....Or were they?

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

GAVIN MENTZIES

BARRY FELL

THEY -
ALL Bronze Age

AMERICA Amerzca f 4& 1

THE YEAR CHINA
i N DISCOVERED AMERICA
Boland : v

There have been many theories and assertions about
contacts between the hemispheres (“Who discovered
America?”). These were discussed in a January 2023
talk, “Crackpots and Cracked Pots: Eccentric Theories in
Archaeology.”



Basic point (according to most rational scholars:)

1483

There may well have been contacts (“discoveries”) between
the hemispheres before Columbus (the Norse settlement in
Newfoundland, AD 1023, is the one with definitive proof). But
these must have been small-scale, with no lasting

consequences.




Proof of this is shown by these facts:

—Staple food crops and domesticated animals were quite

different in the two hemispheres.

—The genetic makeup of the peoples of the two hemispheres
was different, with no signs of intermixture.

—Many disease microorganisms in the Old World were
completely unknown in the New (after 1492, their arrival led
to demographic catastrophe among Native Americans).
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A CHRONICLE OF THE
NORTH AMERICAN PAST

The chart below outlines the highlights of North American
prehistory. Ten culture areas have been divided into three
major columns, color-keyed to the small map at left.

The first column, THE WEST, includes the Northwest Coast,
the Plateau, California, the Great Basin, and the Southwest.
THE CAST ecmibraces the INoriheasi, Souineast, and Great
Plains. Column three covers THE NORTH, the Arctic and Sub-
arctic. Narrow outside columns list important events, personali-

Subarctic

7
| Great
Great | \
\Ploins
\ \

Colulocmﬁ Basin

&Soulhmn [

. ties, and cultural and archeological highlights of Middle
~ America and the Old World.
OLD
ANDRICA THE WEST THE EAST THE NORTH | worip
2 HUDSON SEARCHES FOR R
1600 — NORTHWEST PASSAGE
o CORONADO EXPLORES
=] THE SOUTHWEST DESOTO
= EXPEDITION
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in Tehuacdn
Valley

LR ALY LA ~
AND NORTHWEST
COAST

POTTERY AND
AGRICULTURE BEGIN
IN SOUTHWEST AS
DESERT CULTURE
CONTINUES IN
GREAT BASIN

REED DECOY, -
LOVELOCK CAVE, &

NILLING
STONE.
DANGER
CAVE, UTAM

[ MOGOLLON CULTURE™ [

“ULLUInG

REPLACES

BURIAL MOUND
PERIOD -~ AND
POSSIBLY SOME
AGRICULTURE-
BEGIN WITH
ADENA CULTURE

EFFIGY PIPE,
ADENA, OMIO

NORTH AMERICA'S
EARLIEST POTTERY
APPEARS ALONG
SOUTH ATLANTIC
COAST

BIG GAME
HUNTING ENDS
ON PLAINS

EDEN POINT,
FINLEY,
WYOMING

DIVERSIFICATION
OF EASTERN

ARCHAIC )
CULTURES  fe4

g FoLsOM

¥ POINT,

LINDENNMNEIER, COLORADO

POTTERY
FRAGMENT,
CAPEL DENBIGH,
ALASKA

FIRST POTTERY
IN ARCTIC

BEGINNING OF
ESKIMO CULTURE
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CAPE DENBIGH, M
ALASKA

ARCTIC SMALL—
TOOL CULTURE

NORTHWEST MICROBLADE
CULTURE

HARDAWAY POINT,
HARDAWAY,
NORTH CAROLINA

PALEO-INDIAN HUNTERS OF ICE AGE MAMMALS
THROUGHOUT NORTH AMERICA

MAN ENTERS THE AMERICAS ACROSS THE BERING LAND BRIDGE BEFORE 10,000 B.C.

D é, of Chirist
Han Dynasty,
China
Alexander
Pericles
Confucius

Buddha
Homer

Chou Dynasty,
China

Tutankhamen
Shang Dynasty,
China

Stonehenge

Pyramids at Giza

Menes, First
Pharach of Egypt

Agriculture in
Middle East

Lascaux Cave,
France




3
3
|

1500

1400

:

8

lllllllllllllllllllllllllIlllllllllllll lllllllll 11

8

800

700 -

600

Spanish
Conguest begins
with Cortés

Aztec
Culture
at height

Toltec
Culture

Zenith of
Classic Maya
Civilization

Teotihuacin
at height

Olmec
Cufture

CORONADO EXPLORES
THE SOUTHWEST

ANASAZI
ABANDON FOUR
CORNERS AREA

ANASAZI AND
HOHOKAM
CULTURES

AND GATHERERS
INHABIT CALIFORNIA
AND NORTHWEST
COAST

POTTERY AND
AGRICULTURE BEGIN
IN SOUTHWEST AS
DESERT CULTURE
CONTINUES IN
GREAT BASIN

DESOTO
EXPEDITION
CROSSES THE
SOUTHEAST

i
S b

SOUTHERN
CULT,
HIGHEST

CEREMONIAL
ART IN TEMPLE
MOUND PERIOD

EXPANSION OF
MISSISSIPPIAN
CULTURE

TEMPLE MOUND
PERIOD BEGINS

REGIONAL CULTURES
THRIVE AFTER
HOPEWELL DECLINE

HOPEWELL
CULTURE
REPLACES
ADENA

BURIAL MOUND
PERIOD ~ AND
POSSIBLY SOME
AGRICULTURE -
BEGIN WITH
ADENA CULTURE

EFFIGY PIPE,
ADENA, OMI0

HUDSON SEARCHES FOR
NORTHWEST PASSAGE

THULE ESKIMO
MIGRATION TO EASTERN
CANADA AND GREENLAND

NORSE VOYAGES
TO VINLAND

POTTERY
FRAGMENT,
CAPE DENBIGH,
ALASKA

FIRST POTTERY
IN ARCTIC

Shakespeare

Magellen

Columbus

Gutenberg
Printing
Process

Marco Polo

Magna Carta

Nolmn
Conqmt
of England

Charfemagne

Moslems
Invade Spain

Fall of Rome

Constantine

D& of Christ—

Han Dynasty,
China

Alexander
Pericles
Confucius
Buddha

Chou Dynasty,
China




NORTH AMERICA TIMELINE

P

if= ae- W B,

SOUTHWEST coLORADO




od—"
Lehner Ranch

4 Arroyo

Clovis points: characteristic shape,
found across the continent.




After the ice....

Early Archaic cultures: hunters and gatherers, with
diverse adaptation to diverse environments.



2 \ Present-day
'/ distribution
- " of teosinte

2 SR

-~ A LRI

Middle Archaic cultures: highly efficient use of resources
in different environments. In Mexico, teosinte, an
edible grass, was selectively bred, later developing into
maize (corn).
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Cahokia, North America, and the World in Time

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES IN ELSEWHERE IN
TRADITIONS CAHOKIA AREA THE'WORLD
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Early Woodland cultures: In the East, permanent
settlements with pottery and cultivation of edible
weeds (goosefoot, sumpweed, maygrass, sunflower
seeds). In Mexico, maize is now cultivated.




In the Southwfé’st,-maize cultivation begins using
irrigation.

Middle Woodland cultures: In the East, impressive
moundbuilding cultures (Adena) build sizable burial
structures.

Teotihuacan A
Cuicuilco A AChol

ul A A Kaminalfuyu

In Mexico, urban civilizations with stone pyramids
develop, based on maize cultivation.



In the Southwest, the Basketmaker Il cultural phase

lays the groundwork for the later Hohokam, Mogollon

and Anasazi (Ancestral Puebloan) cultures.

In Mexico, the great city of Teotihuacan becomes an
imperial capital....with rulers whose names we will

never know.
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Serpent mound‘ )

o
°

~ —_——
main focus of
Hopewell cult

Middle Woodland: In the East, the Hopewell culture
creates spectacular burial mounds and earthworks, with
wonderfully attractive works of art and craftsmanship.

A
A Piedras

o . A ATik
. Yaxchilan

A &Copan



Mound-building is a very widespread human activity, found in
cultures all over the world and in many time periods.

~‘ ¢p"~a ;‘.

In America, the Adena and Hopewell cultures (2000 years ago)
and the Mississippian culture (1000-500 years ago) built
mounds for various purposes.



Heydey of the Woodland Indians

Two waves of culture
rolled across the
East: the Adena way
of life, which
flourished from about
500 to 1 B.C., and the
more complex
Hopewell culture,

which peaked
between A.D. 1 and
300. Both cultures
crossed linguistic and
geographic barriers.
Communities learned
about each other's

mound building in
trading expeditions.
Traders may have
been chosen by their
tribes or were
perhaps individual
adventurers.
Woodland Indians

lived in villages of 50
to 70 people and
sustained themselves
by hunting and
foraging and
cultivating edible
seeds and squash.
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Hopewell chief, priest and craftsmen



Stone effigy pipe representing a beaver. Found in the Bedford Mound in Hlinois. Photo from the Detroit
Institute of Arts.



Atlantic Ocean

The “Hopewell Interaction Sphere”....the first

“transcontinental trade network?”



Was this a religious movement, spreading to many
tribes and peoples in the North American heartland?
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...found in Ohio Hopewell sites, not in lllinois.
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47 Human remains were found in the central pit and on the surrounding ledges in Schwert
Mound 18 at Trempealeau, Wisconsin.




Cultivation of “edible weeds” was now being done, but
hunting and gathering were still of great importance.



I3

3

Hopewell houses were simple and small, in sharp
contrast to the tremendous effort put into
moundbuilding for the “honored dead.”



The spread of corn from Mexico through North America.

Hopewell culture faded away after 500 A.D., and the
gradual spread of corn cultivation was to make possible
the next spectacular moundbuilding culture—the
Mississippian.
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A Mississippian town, with “platform mounds” supporting rectangular
structures (chief’s houses or council meeting rooms).



Cultivating corn, beans and squash (the nutritionally-balanced “three
sisters”) was done by women in many tribal societies. In effect,
women provided carbohydrates.....



....and men provided proteins (through hunting of wild game).



Mississippian societies were hierarchical, with chiefs belonging to
noble families. They provided leadership in war and, most
importantly for these societies, conducted the rituals that kept the
universe in balance and provided timely rainfall to guarantee good

harvests.



CAHOKIA MOUNDS STATE HISTORIC SITE
COLLINSVILLE, ILLINOIS

Mural at Interpretive Center, by Michael Hampshire




Cahokia Mounds
State Hirtcric Site
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Map of central Cahokia Mounds showing magjor site features and tour trails

||"A|l“‘l.l7||“ "o

..........
.......
......

.

INTERPRETIVE

g _E:—.A / 5 2
o~ 6 72 <
0 v B
4 PARKING

.......
..............

TOUR TRAILS
Allow 45 minutes each for trails | & I,
30 minutes for trail Il

| Twin Mounds/Plaza tour
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A", Tour trials and information
B..” stops (See Guidebook

or Self-guiding Tape Tour)
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The principal burial in Mound 72....
one of the founders of Cahokian greatness?






Monk’s Mound and the Grand Plaza

il

Reconstruction of central Cahokia
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The Grand Plaza may have been used for rituals, ceremonies.....



....and games of the most popular sport in Mississippian America,

Chunkey

....a precision-spearthrowing contest, with the goal of coming as close
as possible to a rolled stone disk. Gambling and wagers on chunkey
games were very common activities.












. ;-.- /-V'(“'\.

N OB ?Qh*’é%‘ é}&'




B e




- 3 ¥ oy |
haies TR el

Cahokia’s “woodhenge” —named after a comparable
circle near Stonehenge in England.



WOODHENGE
OVER TIME

The five Woodhenge circles and indentified center
points: 1. (240’°); 2. (408’); 3. (410°); 4. (476°); 5. (440’).

Rearranged periodically over many decades....did each
new High Priest want to get it just right?



ALL OF THE

WALLS MAY HAVE
BEEN COVERED

WITH CLAY.

FOURTH

Around 1150, after a century of greatness, the rulers of
Cahokia had a wooden stockade built encircling the
Great Plaza and principal mounds. Was this a response
to imminent danger?
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Later Mississippian sites:

Etowah, Georgia



Later Mississippian sites:

Moundyville, Alabama



1: Chunkey player, ¢. 1200-1500
3: Birdman dancer, c. 1200-1500
4: Mississippian priest, c. 1200-1500

2: Chunkey player

Mississippian




Around 1000 AD, any Mexican influence on Cahokia or
on Chaco Canyon would have come from the Toltec
culture and its capital city of Tula.
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Mississippi River,
where de Soto died of
fevetinlSQ.Hishg;
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Alonso Alvarez de Pineda ex-
plored and mapped the north
ern ooast of the Gulf of Mexico
in 1519. He visited the

miouths of the Mississippi
River and the Ris Grande
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Ancient peoples of the Southwest =~ .

The spread of corn from Mexico through North America.

Note that lack of moisture limited the northward spread
of corn in the Southwest. Chaco Canyon was at the
northern edge of this agricultural zone.
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In the Southwfé’st,-maize cultivation begins using
irrigation.

Middle Woodland cultures: In the East, impressive
moundbuilding cultures (Adena) build sizable burial
structures.

Teotihuacan A
Cuicuilco A AChol

ul A A Kaminalfuyu

In Mexico, urban civilizations with stone pyramids
develop, based on maize cultivation.



In the Southwest, the Basketmaker Il cultural phase

lays the groundwork for the later Hohokam, Mogollon

and Anasazi (Ancestral Puebloan) cultures.

In Mexico, the great city of Teotihuacan becomes an
imperial capital....with rulers whose names we will

never know.
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Middle Woodland: In the East, the Hopewell culture
creates spectacular burial mounds and earthworks, with
wonderfully attractive works of art and craftsmanship.

A
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A &Copan



M ITIAMT Mol esw
N

-
“ Californian
Athapascans

PAIUTE

Mesa Verde

» Cahokio

®m Anasaziand
Hohokam
pueblos

AD

1000




Hub of the Anasazi
culture, Chaco
Canyon (diagram,
zbove) dazzled
visitors in the 11th
and 12th centuries

4.0, with its splendor.

Villages, irrigation
ditches, and fields
surrounded great
walied pueblos,
whnare diplomats and
astronomer priests

Low rainfall, high cultures

Shimmering desert
heat tested the
Patayan and the
Hohokam, two
cultures that emerged
after 1000 8.c. The
Patayan farmed the

All roads led to Chaco Canyon ~_

may have brought
news to the locals,
who numbered
perhaps 5,000.
Traders hawked
turquoise, scarlet
macaws, and shell
jewelry from the
south. Some 400
miles of perfectly
straight roads

ran to and beyond

outlying pueblos.

floodplain of the

CHACO CANYON
ANASAZICULTURE

— Proved Anasazl road
— — Probable Anasazi road
Archaeological site

Colorado River when
they weren't foraging.
The Hohokam farmed
wider areas, diverting
the Gila and Salt
Rivers into hundreds
of miles of irigation
canals. By A.0. 800
Snaketown covered
250 acres, including
platform mounds

and ball courts

where ritual games
were played.
Inhabitants of the
Mogollon Mountains
enjoyed varied fauna
and flowing water
year-round. After A.o.
900—when they
adopted the black-
and-white color
scheme of Anasazi-
pottery—the Mogollon
people of the
Mimbres Valley
produced some of the
most beautifully
painted pottery in &
the Southwast.

PREHISTORIC
CULTURE REGIONS
OF THE SOUTHWEST

[T Anasazi
77 Hohokam

Cupped to drink in the
winter sun, Pucblo Bonito
(below) shone in the 11th
and 12th centuries AD. as
the political and religious
center of the Chaco
Anasazi. Largest of Chaco
Canyon’s 12 great towns,

this structure towered five
stories on the strength of
innovative masonry. Walls
were built of rubble-and-
mud cores faced with
sandstone slabs. Some 650
living and storage rooms
surrounded the plaza.
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Delve into the history of the Ancestral
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villages, explore the region’s National Parks
and visit important sites with a local expert.
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What was Chaco?
—a pilgrimage site
—a center for political elites (kings??)
—large domestic pueblos

—a fraternity house

—a center for ritual and cosmology

—all of the above?



Chaco Great Houses were not Pueblo villages, communal.
egalitarian, and ritually based. Great Houses were elite
residences, like Mesoamerican palaces—or, rather, they were
intended to be palaces. They housed high-status families who
were something like princes and kings—or they tried to be
kings. They built a city—or something like a city—from which
they controlled a region—or thought they controlled a region.
Chaco, with several hundred elites and a thousand
commoners, was trying to be a local version of a Postclassic
Mesoamerican capital. But they got it wrong: they built it in
the wrong place, at the wrong time.

—S5. Lekson, "Chaco’s Hinterlands,” from Oxford Handbook of North American Archaeology (2012)
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At its full extent, Pueblo Bonito had many dozens of rnumk

without light or fresh air....perhaps 80% of them were simply
there to hold up or support the upper and outer rooms!




Among most Pueblo peoples, "kiva" means a large room that
is circular and underground, used for spiritual ceremonies and

community meetings.



Interior of a reconstructed kiva at Mesa Verde National Park.



Main Wall

(lined with shale)

/SIpapu

Stone Aprons at Floor Surface

Firepit

Floor Slot
(Probable Base for
: Fire Screen)

Southern
Antechamber

4 meters
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Chaco Canyon with its dozen Great Houses was the hub
of a network of roads to other Great Houses scattered

throughout the Four Corners area.



Cliff Dwellings:

At Mesa Verde and elsewhere, the famous cliff
dwellings were inhabited during the decades after
Chaco Canyon itself was abandoned. Their spectacular
locations may have been due to the rise of warfare
during a time of drought and environmental stress.



The ancient
crvilisation that
thrrved in
extrerne conditi...
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In the 12*"—14" centuries, both Chaco and Cahokia
were abandoned. Today many scholars see climate

change as the main reason.




In the 12"—14* centuries, both Chaco and Cahokia
were abandoned. Today many scholars see climate
change as the main reason.

The so-called “Little Ice Age” led to crop failure in many
parts of the world.

Global Average Temperature Change

+1.0°C " “Little |

) ice age"
+0.5°C
0a-c PV L |MWMM w
0.5 °C
Year 200 400 S00 800 1000 1200 1400 1500 1800 2000
Global average temperatures show that the Little lce Age &
wwwwwww

bl i B was not a distinct planet-wide period but a regional
i R phenomenon occurring near the end of a long temperature

"13425 _} decline that preceded the recent global warming.[1]

The “Great Sun/High Priest/Supreme Ruler” living on
Monks Mound at Cahokia, or in Pueblo Bonito, had as
his main mission communication with the spirit world
that brought timely rainfall and good crops. If he failed
in that mission for 20 to 30 years in a row, his people
would stop believing in him, would ignore his orders,
and would move away.




The later cultures encountered by the Spaniards had
been selective in what part of the ancient traditions
they kept.

¢ | MissISSIPPIZN
Wl 4Nb RELATED CULTURES
¥V - q

Al Wt
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In the Southeast, the “Mississippian” culture created at
Cahokia survived in a widespread but smaller form.
Moundbuilding, a stratified society with the “Great Sun”
at the top and nobles beneath him, chiefdoms ruling
over maize-growing farmers, artistic and religious
motifs—all these continued.

Etowah in Georgia and Moundville in Alabama are
impressive centers of Mississippian culture....

... "impressive” to those who have not seen Cahokia!



The later cultures encountered by the Spaniards had
been selective in what part of the ancient traditions

they kept.

In the Southwest, the Pueblo peoples abandoned the
Four Corners area entirely, moving south to the Rio
Grande and nearby areas. They were very selective in
retaining some elements of older culture (kivas,
emphasis on links with the spirit world) and rejecting
others (dominance by powerful overlords, emphasis on

astronomy and astronomical alighments).



From American Archaeoclogy Magazine = Current Issue

When The Gambler Came To Chaco

Oral histories and archaeological evidence indicate the significance of gambling at Chaco
Canyon.




For many decades, the ruins of the Southwest — the cdliff-dwellings, Chaco
Canyon, and hundreds of others preserved in national and state parks — have
been interpreted as early versions of modern Pueblos: simple, egalitarian, and
communal.

Chaco was not that. Chaco was a “state” — a secondary state, a local version

of a Mesoamerican polity. It failed. Around 1300 cE, Pueblo people rejected
Chaco’s political structure. They made a conscious, historical decision to
be simple, egalitarian, and communal. Pueblo people never again built — or
allowed — anything like Chaco.




Mative American
History_ The
Pueblo (1080p]









4

’\)

/

SRITE
Small groups of these
hunters and gatherers rodmed .
mountainous regions on foot.
Spanish contact In the mid- léOOs'

- gave them the harse, UT E

j
/k )\/'""\\

{
\

NAVA]O

COMANCHE

~JICARILLA
JAPA CHE

Contact wtth Pueblo Indians and

acqwsmon of sheep from thé \
Spanish tiirned the Navajos’
semi-nomadic lifé-style

into & pastaral-one, Learniny”

silverwork jn.the I9th ‘gentury, they

\\became masters of the craft.

PAIUTE

D el
c?;r\q\'d}/\

e
://

/,

."/./
.'/’ :

HOPI
(MOQUI

Sichomovi
Oralbluum‘;,] > Awatovi

HAVASUPAL * Rﬁnwmﬂ  Wal
; wg\\

N

C'o’\\
U, /[ fﬂawlkuj)
R

/i‘}_\,\

J
¢
b

1

!
\(
\

MOX VE
(AMACAVA)

HUALAPAI
(N

O
4900‘1 "'//' /,-,.\\
YAVAPAI
{CRUZAROS)
YUMAN

These tribes, mostly farmers along

4
P

HALCl?bHOMA the Colorada River, had fittle
(ALEBDOMA)

)

contact with the Spamsh 7%
until the 1700s, An | APATERN / 3
attempt to subjugate one: tribe" "*"’ T,

ended in a bloody uprising.-
s = el
e PMA»/“?\{-""\%
“FAARICOPA ey

R
PAPAGO\\%\

(AGALLE) \
Tae vl

COPA p\
PIMA-PAPAGO!

N3 |
Besl [n dian moanlos Earmod rarn IIBDEG HIRAR 5 '\

HALYIKWAMAIS

7'\"\__.
)| e
/ _( ‘Q{E,)

Halonau:rNi\

AJCHIRICAHUA,

% PACHE
| \/éupm ?

From villages perched on
three high mesas, Hopis

traveled long distances to trade
baskets woven textiles, and

TIWA |

Al

| - PUEBLO
When the Spanish “"mﬂ',f,dm
Indians living in flat-i
stone or adobe dwellings built
around plazas, they were
reminded of their homeland
villages, or pueblos, and 2
thus called the people
/Pueblo Indians... ~ -
" “Yunque ﬁs‘")m
San uueféﬂ’ ”;mbe
- // sama/ma 2 a\ nn
\0
i L:k_;u“"‘tl ’ o
) I Acoma“ lslet9/
| UTH TIWA
u ra!':I
M Abo E}rhblra
o TQMPIRO
miSocorro /7 i
Senecu
MRO

rmigcoms KTIGUA - e



INDIANS

OF MOETH AMERICA
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INDIANS OF NORTH AMERICA
Tribal Groups and Culture Areas at Contact

L Arctic ~ | Northwest Coast
B california £ Plateau
£8" Great Basin | Southeast
. Great Plains Southwest
Northeast | Subarctic

Tribal groups are named in capital letters.
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HE ENCOUNTER that was to remake two worlds

began not with Columbus’s reconnaissance of 1492

but with his uncelebrated return to the Americas in

1493 with 17 ships under his command. They dis-

gorged horses and rats, pigs and weeds, fruit trees and

diseases—and more than a thousand men. Infusions of

Spaniards bearing pathogens triggered pandemics that

eventually killed millions of native people who never saw,

or even heard of, a European. Europeans saw their supply

of colonial forced labor rapidly dwindle, and they began

to import slaves from Africa, who soon outnumbered the
Caribbean natives.

The Europeans had come, as Bernal Diaz affirmed, “to
give light to those in darkness and also to get rich.” But
those assets of the Americas not counted in gold and silver
only gradually engaged the rest of the globe’s attention.

Kernels of New World corn became a yellow currency
more valuable to the well-being of the world than nuggets
of gold. Potatoes kept famine from European villages.
Sweet potatoes eased China’s dependence on rice. (Today
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China relies on American crops for more than a third of its
food supply.) Dyes from Brazil and Peru became as cov-
eted as Far Eastern spices; Mexico’s cochineal dye, which
put the red in redcoat, was second only to silver in its
importance as an export by the late 1500s.

Much of what the Americas received was of comparable
value: grains, vegetables, livestock, technology. As choco-
late went east, coffee came west, thriving in the Caribbean
and Brazil. Wheat from the Middle East has made North
America’s Great Plains the “breadbasket of the world.”
Even the cowboy, that homegrown hero, had distant ori-
gins—a Moorish legacy transmitted by Spanish horsemen.

For good and for ill, those 17 ships of the second voyage
began a worldwide evolution toward astonishing emfs:
Remote Asian families living on amaranth, a grain revered
by the Aztec; Britons finding New World chiles in their ,
Chinese takeout; Peruvians importing Dutch potatoes;

fri i n in Louisiana by displaced French—on

diindian lands. Fivasee: *-— 5 after it sta_rted’ the gra . o}.

exchange goes on
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AMERICAN FOOD FOR ALL

ut of the myriad crops of the Americas,
two—corn and potatoes—spread so wide-
ly that they became staples of human survival.

Corn’s impact was potent in Africa, where
coastal peoples were raising the new grain by
the mid-1500s. Able to survive where wheat
and rice could not, corn spurred population
growth —a mixed blessing, since large, healthy
populations supplied the slave trade.

Potatoes reached Ireland in the 16th century.
The once despised tubers helped free the
Irish—and, later, other northern Europeans—
from recurring famine. A host of other crops,
notably beans and squash, enlivened and
enriched Europe’s drab diet.
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HEMISPHERE OF HEALERS

rmed with thousands of medicinal

plants—eagerly sought by explorers to
supplement Europe’s pharmacies —Indian
doctors fought goiter, headaches, constipa-
tion, and other infirmities. Quinine, derived
from Peruvian bark, eased malaria. Ipecac,
from Amazonian roots, cured amebic dysen-
tery. Tonic from Canadian evergreen needles
remedied scurvy. Today American herbs
enhance some 500 prescription drugs.

So proficient were Aztec healers that con-
quistadores preferred them to Spanish barber-
surgeons, who often left patients worse off.
The obsidian blades used by Aztec surgeons
rivaled even modern steel for precise incisions.




TECHNOLOGY TRANSPLANT

W heels existed in the Americas before
Europeans did; Indians used them on toys.
What arrived after 1492 was the idea of putting
wheels to work. Carts, waterwheels, potter’s
wheels —these came with colonization.

So did horses, donkeys, and oxen. Europe-
ans set them to familiar tasks: pulling wagons,
plowing, carrying warriors. Indians adopted
many of their conquerors’ innovations, taking
to the horse and in some cases the plow.

Weavers, dyers, and other textile masters
gradually introduced new techniques to
American cloth production. By 1571 dozens of
workshops—some with hundreds of Indian
workers —dotted central Mexico alone.




IMPORTED MISERY

C onquistadores brought the first African
captives to the Americas in 1505; the last
black slaves, in Brazil, were freed in 1888. Dur-
ing the four centuries between those dates
some ten million slaves arrived in the New
World. Perhaps two million died in transit.

Half the human imports landed in the Carib-
bean, where they faced backbreaking labor on
sugarcane plantations. A third went to Portu-
guese Brazil; relatively few reached North
America.

Although the Portuguese originally monop-
olized the slave trade, British, French, and
Dutch sailors later dominated the trafficking,
which peaked during the 1700s.
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[] core areas of crop and animal domestication

CHINA AND SOUTHEAST ASIA

- Cereals Pulses Root Crops
Asian rice Mung bean Taro

\ Common millet Soybean  Yams
. Foxtail millet
3 Fruits Other Crops

£ Apricot Aubergine

Banana Coconut
Citrus fruits

Atlantic /
Ocean
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MESOAMERICA

Cereals  Pulses

Maize Common bean

Teosinte  Runner bean
Tepary bean

Other
Avocado ggﬁ

n Potato

Lima bean  Sweet Potato
Yam

Fruits Other Crops

Guava Cashew

Pineapple  Chili pepper

Soursop  Cocoa

Sweetsop  Peanut
Quinoa
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I: Virginia Algonkian Man, ¢.1620 4: Huron warrior, ¢, 625 _\
2: Carolina Algonkian woman, ¢. 1580 5: Mohawk warrior, ¢. 1640 -,
3: Niantic-Narraganset warrior, ¢. 70 6: Algonkian woman, St. Lawrence Valley, ¢.1630
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