OLLI  
Mind Science, Cultural Response

Bruce Michelson

Spring 2022
Keywords

From The Oxford English Dictionary, online edition

More than twenty general definitions (several with sub-categories and contingent meanings, for) 

Mind n
Forms:  Old English–1600s mynd, Middle English maind, Middle English maynde, Middle English meend, Middle English meende, Middle English mend, Middle English mende, Middle English meynde, Middle English muinde, Middle English mund, Middle English munde, Middle English muynde …
Definition #19. Mental or psychic faculty.

19. a. (a) The seat of awareness, thought, volition, feeling, and memory; cognitive and emotional phenomena and powers considered as constituting a presiding influence; the mental faculty of a human being (esp. as regarded as being separate from the physical); (occas.) this whole system as constituting a person's character or individuality.

19. e. The way of thinking, habit of thought, or consensus, of a specified group of people. Cf. SENSE n. 18b.

…

20. a. The healthy or normal condition of the mental faculties; mental balance; sanity. Now chiefly in phrases indicating (in negative contexts) the absence of rationality, as to lose one's mind; to be in one's right mind, etc. Also formerly {dag}past one's mind, (Sc.) {dag}by one's mind: = out of one's mind at sense 20c.

c. out of one's mind (also {dag}out of mind) and variants: having lost control of one's mental faculties; insane, deranged, delirious. Now also in weakened use (with a preceding past participle): suffering from a particular condition to a very high degree, as stoned (also bombed, pissed, etc.) out of one's mind (slang): stupefied, extremely intoxicated, or incapacitated by drink or drugs. bored out of one's mind: beside oneself with boredom, etc.

21. a. A person's cognitive, rational, or intellectual powers; the intellect; esp. as distinguished from the emotions, and freq. opposed to heart (cf. HEART n. 9a). Also (in extended use, by metonymy): a person of intellectual prowess; an intellectual.

  At times, the association with heart has led to the acquisition by mind of some of the connotations of heart when the two are juxtaposed.

…

Half a dozen broad definitions for 

Brain n
Forms:  Old English brægen, Old English brægn, Old English bragen, early Middle English brachen, early Middle English braȝen, early Middle English brein, Middle English brawn, Middle English breine, Middle English breyn, Middle English breyne, Middle English–1500s brane ….
1. a. The convoluted mass of nervous substance contained in the skull of man and other vertebrates. By some earlier scientific writers restricted to the anterior portion (in Latin cerebrum) as opposed to the posterior portion (BRAINLET, cerebellum); but this distinction is now expressed by the Lat. words, which have been adopted in scientific use, and brain in technical as well as in popular language includes the entire organ; it is also applied by extension to the analogous but less developed organs of invertebrate animals.

  In 16th c. it became usual to employ the pl. instead of the sing. when mere cerebral substance, and not a definite organic structure, was meant; this usage still continues: we say ‘a dish of brains’, ‘a disease of the brain’.

…
3. a. Considered as the centre of sensation, the organ of thought, memory, or imagination. (From 16th c. onwards the pl. has been preferred in familiar use and idiomatic phrases, but not in dignified language, exc. when more than one brain is referred to.)

c. An electronic device that performs complicated operations comparable to those of the human brain; spec. an electronic computer. Cf. electronic brain.

4. fig. Intellectual power, intellect, sense, thought, imagination. (From 16th c. often plural.)

…

More than a dozen definitions for 

Thought

Forms:  Old English ðocht (Northumbrian), Old English–early Middle English ðoht, Old English–Middle English þoht, early Middle English dhogt, early Middle English þauht, early Middle English ðhogt, early Middle English þocht, early Middle English ðogt, early Middle English ðoȝt, early Middle English ðohgt, early Middle English þohht…

1. c. The exercising or occupying of the mind, esp. the understanding, in an active way; engagement in mental action or activity: see various senses of THINK v.2

…

2. The holding of an opinion or opinions; judging, believing; way of viewing things, opinion, judgment, belief.

…

More than a dozen for 

Self n
α. Old English selfa (weak declension), Old English seolfa (weak declension), Old English silfa (weak declension), Old English siolf (chiefly non-West Saxon), Old English siolfa , Old English solfa (Northumbrian), early Middle English solf … 
1. In appositive use, indicating emphatically that the reference is to the person or thing mentioned and not, or not merely, to some other.

2. Equivalent to a reflexive pronoun: himself, herself, yourself, themselves, etc. Frequently in commercial use, esp. as written on a cheque or counterfoil, referring to the drawer of the cheque. Now frequently colloquial.

…
4. Chiefly Philos. That which in a person is really and intrinsically he (in contradistinction to what is adventitious); the ego (often identified with the soul or mind as opposed to the body); a permanent subject of successive and varying states of consciousness.

…
4a. What one is at a particular time or in a particular aspect or relation; one's nature, character, or (sometimes) physical constitution or appearance, considered as different at different times. Chiefly with qualifying adj., (one's) old, former, later self.

4b. An assemblage of characteristics and dispositions which may be conceived as constituting one of various conflicting personalities within a human being. better self: the better part of one's nature.

…

Identity n
Forms:  1500s idemptitie, 1500s ydemptyte, 1500s–1600s identitie, 1500s– identity, 1600s idemptity. 

Origin: Of multiple origins. Partly a borrowing from French. Partly a borrowing from Latin.  French identité; Latin identitat-, identitas.
2. a. The sameness of a person or thing at all times or in all circumstances; the condition or fact that a person or thing is itself and not something else; individuality, personality.

  personal identity (in Psychology), the condition or fact of remaining the same person throughout the various phases of existence; continuity of the personality.

  c. Belonging or relating to identity (sense 2), as in identity crisis, a phase of varying severity undergone by an individual in his need to establish his identity in relation to his associates and society as part of the process of maturing. 

…

Personality n
Forms:  late Middle English personalite, 1600s– personality.

Origin: Of multiple origins. Partly a borrowing from French. Partly a borrowing from Latin.  French personalité; Latin personalitas.

…
3. a. A person, esp. one considered as the possessor of individual characteristics or qualities. Also: a being resembling or having the nature of a person, esp. by having self-awareness or consciousness.

3. b. spec. A person who is well known by virtue of having a strong or unusual character. Also: an important or famous person; a celebrity.

4.b. The quality or collection of qualities which makes a person a distinctive individual; the distinctive personal or individual character of a person, esp. of a marked or unusual kind. Also in extended use.

 to have personality: to have particular qualities or traits of character, esp. to an unusual or noteworthy degree.

…

Soul n
Forms: early Old English salwle, early Old English sawal, early Old English sawe, sawulf,Old English saul- (inflected form) … early Middle English sawol, Old English (Northumbrian)–Middle English sauel, Old English–Middle English saul …Old English–1500s sawle, late Old English sæul, late Old English sæw …

. . .
2. a. The principle of thought and action in man, commonly regarded as an entity distinct from the body; the spiritual part of man in contrast to the purely physical. Also occas., the corresponding or analogous principle in animals. Freq. in connexion with, or in contrast to, body.

3. a. The seat of the emotions, feelings, or sentiments; the emotional part of man's nature.
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