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Turkey is a fabulous place to explore Greek
and Roman historic sites!

But there is a curious silence on what happened to that Greek heritage in the last 120
years. Greek speaking populations were present in Anatolia for more than 3000 years.
Many of the great poets, historians, philosophers and statemen of Greek history and
literature came from Anatolia — but the tragic end of that presence after WW!| is still a
bitter topic in both Greek and Turkish national memory.

Today's talk includes some nice pictures to encourage you to visit (many of you already
have}:but also to play up the difference in the treatment of ancient Greek and Roman sites,
which are valued by Turkey in part for tourism, and the erasure of more recent Greek
history since WW!I. For Turkey, the elimination of the Greek heritage is tied up with the
national mythology of Ataturk as rescuer of the Turkic nation from predatory neighbors.

(I am lumping Greek/Roman and Byzantine a bit here because these all were based on
Greek speaking subjects and because they share a similar corner of the national memory

space)
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¢ ’ Greek remarks: “Despite their
Ankara regrets baseless tragic history that includes

remarks by Greek president on persecution, slaughter and violent

b = » M S attempts at Islamization. Pontian
: Ministry P ’
Turkey = hlStOI‘y Greeks who left their Asia Minor

homes as refugees “brought to
Greece their drive and values ..."

it " Turkish Statement: “These
| Jor nio allegations do not change the

Al 53 Y very fact that it was Greece that

e L attempted to invade and occupy
Anatolia and that the Greek
army committed barbaric crimes
against humanity, especially
against innocent civilians in the
Western Anatolian region,” the
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2022 Jan. (100th Anniversary of the Independence War and "the __ :
Population Exchange" Is prompting some hot emotions) mlnlstry said.



* 2000 BCE Greek speaking trade colonies, towns
emerge in Anatolia and along the Black Sea

* Alexander the Great, Romans, Byzantium all rule over
Greek speakers)

* ¢. 1000 ce Turkic tribes begin to arrive. Seljuk and
Ottoman Empires have majority Christian/Greek

A Little subjects.
e 1820s-90s. Greek independence, 1829. Nationalist
movements in some Anatolian Greek circles .

Timeline

« WWI. Famine and Refugees. Greece expects to be
rewarded by allies with land after the war.
INVADES 1919 TO PROTECT GREEK POPULATION.

e 1919-22. Ataturk rallies Turkish army to drive
out Greek Army. 1922 Smyrna (lzmir) Fire.

e 1923. The "Population Exchange" the peace treaty
requires "Greeks" to leave the Turkish Republic and
"Turks" in Greek territory to leave for Turkey.




Defining "Greek"
not an easy task.

Map: Areas with Anatolian
Greeks in 1910 showing
language variations within
the Greek community. These
communities may have
spoken Greek, but not until
the late 1800s was there any
nationalist movements. Even
then, they may have begun
to think of themselves as
Greek, not Turkic, but they
regarded Anatolia as home.
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roy the
Opera, 2018
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language
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Alexander the
Great took
advantage of
Anatolian Greek
supportin
Anatoliain his

. &
campaigns -
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Alaxandar's
Empirs

States allied
with Alsxander

Alagander's routs

Major battles -\ Arabian Sea

N

im The Empire of Alexander the Great. Alexandery conguests united Eurasia from Greece to India into a cultural and, briefly, a
political unity.
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* Collapsed monastery, Goreme. For millenia people had carved fortress
Goreme Cha pe| homes down into the rock. The early Christians established religious
communities in the area.
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Nigde

Monastery
(also Cappadochia)









Museum exhibits at Nigde in
Cappadochia

| found the exhibit showing a
baby from a local Greek Christian
graveyard (from about 1000 ce) a
bit upsetting. | found it
inconsistent with how Turkey
treats other human remains. |
can't really imagine muslim
graves being studied in this way.




he pre-
exchange Greek
neighborhood




Mustafapasa/Sinasosin
Cappadochia

Abandoned Church
in former Greek Town
emptied during the
population exchange.

The guide said most
Turks visit because the
mansion in the next
slide was the filming site
of a soap opera. There
IS Nno mention that it
was the home of a
Greek merchant
deported in 1923. There
IS some new investment
by Greek descendants.
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~g near Antalya






Kayakoy, Greek village emptied in 1923 and now a tourist hiking destination
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This novel is set in a village like Kayakoy —
some say inspired by Kayakoy.




Antalya Harbor — one of the busiestin the world in Greek, Roman and Byzantine times
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M A
The old walled town in Antalya

was predominantly Greek
before the 1923 exchange, but
4 new developmentis
)

| "Ottomanizing" and erasing the
‘ S Greeklegacy
I
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Door from former
Orthodox church,
NOwW a private
museum




https://kenancruzcilliwordpress.com/2016/05/05/discovering-antalyas-greek-
heritage/ Panhagias church (now a mosque) and ceiling detail.



https://kenancruzcilli.wordpress.com/2016/05/05/discovering-antalyas-greek-heritage/

Doorway shows Greek symbols, only the front wall
remains and now leads to open air restaurant
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Chapel, now a
small store in old
Antalya
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How the
Greek chapter
appears in
Kemalist
history

(photo in Anitkabir
monument to Ataturk
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By the time the
Turkish military found

out about the treaty Treaty of Savres ] Ottoman Empire in 1914 Kurdish Region ==-=-- Theoretical zones of influence
the Sultan signed with (1920) - Armenia, without Azerbaijani — Modern borders Effective zones of occupation

the WWI victors. the and Georgian territorial claims of Turkey (as of sighing date/August 10)

GlreeléArmy ga: Bulgaria < Black Sea _

already invade Adrianoplens . Georgia

intendingto take
control of the South
West, an area of
significant greek-
speaking
communities.

Ataturk directed the [ ' D S
military in campaigns '
against the

wlt .'.-,',.
Russians/Armenians, vos (&l3h Zor
the Italians, the Ita[y ’ N

xe ) .
Greeks and the ‘ WV 02 British
French. ‘ Mediterranean Sea 4 ?(e‘t'\c' Mandate

100 200 km o .




Murals W{f&the Anitkabir show
the wayiTurkey recalls the Greek

invasion‘%ég CRP






The war of independence
culminated with
atrocities committed by
both sides. Retreating
Greek soldiers took
revenge on Muslim
villages. Advancing
Turkish troops took
revenge on greek
speaking villages that
they felt had cooperated
with the Greek invaders.

By 1922 the Greeks were
cornered in the port of
Smyrna, joined by 100s of
1000s of refugees.

-

.87 Adrianople

June 20
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Greco-Turkish War (1919-1922)

Borders and zones of control under the Treaty of Sevres

mmm—1 Greece

= Zone of the Straits (British control)
1 Dodecannese (under ltaly)
EEEEE Smyrna Zone (Greek depedency)
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Military Operations during the War

x Major battles (date) blue Greekred Turkish Victory
Area controlled by the Greek Army
IS Pre-war
IS June 1919 (Smyrna Zone)
IRRRNMS June 1920

Flavwer

J000 000 August 1920 (E. Thrace & Prousa-Usak line)

O July 1921 & Sept. 1921 - August 1922
August 1921 (Battle of Sakarya)
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Le Quais. Smyrne.

Smyrna, Before and after the fire of 1922
Greek histories say the Turkish army deliberately started the fire that
killed 1000s, the Turkish history blames it on the chaos and refugees.



Burning Of Smyrna (1922
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ma (1922) - YouTube



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6YYy9PAee8

=4 American YMCA
// worker Asa

sk Jenningsis

it credited with
arranging a truce
that allowed more
' than 300,000 to

- escape by ship to
Greece. One of
those evacuated
was a 16 year old
Aristotle Onassis.




Trabzon,
capital of the
Pontic Greeks




1S d

d
-
g0

reason
Trabzon
seldom was

There

>
O
-
Q
el
b
D)
@)
-
O
O



t

Q
@ _‘
e.mm— \,__
hhny _A.
tt.lnru u
(7]
25 3T h
c ® © -
o 0 9 c ¥
X = 08
£gg=?
nyhhm
b.mwem
v 2L EG
2 .=
5 5 8 WV S
& 9 CNaus
AmOtd










Back in the city of
Trabzon, many visit the
Ataturk Pavilion

\ J il B8 Ataturk stayed here while
e e We==—— N Trabzon, notably when
3 S e B directing the campaign
against Dersim in 193 7.
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The site marker skips over the population exchange that forced the owner to leave in 1923, and made
Greek property state property. Supposedly people were to be compensated, but that was

uncommon. The state came into the possession os religious property, private property, and
community buildings.

K PAVILION 1y
"élﬁ};ius%guksu- quarter, in 1890 by an Ottoman cntuziar}( |
Konstantin Kabayandis as a summer house. After popula |ont L
exchange it was given to the treasure In 1923. .On' 15th .Sep ember,
1924 Atatiirk visited and liked the pavilion on his flrst visit to g
Trabzon. Upon this fact, in line with Constant Provmge Councn's
decision by 361 Number, dated 18.05.1931, the pgvmon was given
to Atatiirk as a gift by the people of Trabzon. Atatlrk stayed here
only on time during his last visit to Trabzon from 10th to 12th Jung,
1937. also took a decision leaving his property to the Turkish Nation.
After his death, the pavilion inherited by Makbule Hanim, sister of
Ataturk and was bought on the 6th April, 1943 by Trabzon
Municipality, was decorated and opened as Ataturk Museum. The

| building is built by stone and brick has some traces from European
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. Temple of Aphrodisias, 3rd c. BCE, Carias
(just because it is pretty!)




Recommended Reading:
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BEST=SELLING AUTHOR OF NATHANIEL'S NUTMEG
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NOW AVAILABLE AT ST. PAUL'S
CULTURAL CENTRE!

Kenan Cilli wrote the guide to
cultural heritage in Antalya at
age 15!! He is only 23 now but
his website is full of interesting

articles on "lost

history" https://kenancruzcilli.w

ordpress.com/

DISCOVERING ANTALYA'S GREEK HERITAGE

NATIONAI BE ST S E'L-L'E'R

EOUILISBDE
BERNIERES

CORELLI'S MANDOLIN

BIRD?\'

WITHOUT
WINGS #)

S\
\ NOVEIL £
\ PO | Lo



