
 Week 5: A HISTORY OF BALLET (Spring 2022)

                               The Ballets Russes

An itinerant ballet company based in Paris 

that performed between 1909 and 1929 

throughout Europe and on tours to North and 

South America. It focused on artistic 

collaborations, presenting the form, not as a 

relic of the past, but a vibrant art happening 

in the present.

Ballet Russes I, 1912 (Oil on Canvas), by August Macke

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ballet&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229468037532&usg=AOvVaw0Ts-ggWRUW__L9QIdGGv1b


World events Timeline

1898 - Spanish-American War Signals Growing U.S. Ambition on World Stage

1900 - Art Nouveau, art style with repeated designs of floral and geometric patterns 

1903 - Wright brothers made the first successful man-powered airplane flight

1905 - Japan Gains International Reputation With Victory in Russo-Japanese War

1905 - Fauvism and Expressionism Art 

1910 - Cubism and Primitivism Art 

1914 - World War I

1914 - Panama Canal Transforms U.S. and Global Economy

1917 - Bolshevik Revolution Leads to Birth of Soviet Union

1922: British Empire Shrinks

1923 - Dada Art

1929: Wall Street Crashes



1900-1930 Ballet Timeline

1900 - Vaslav Nijinsky joins the Imperial Ballet School at the age of 10

1903 -Petipa casts Anna Pavlova as Giselle

1906 - Anna Pavlova named Prima Ballerina of the Imperial Russian Ballet.

1907 - Fokine creates The Swan, later to be known as The Dying Swan, for Pavlova.

1909 - Ballets Russes opens in Paris

1916 - Ballets Russes tour USA

1919 - Nijinsky retires

1929 - Sergei Diaghilev dies, Ballets Russes ends.

1930 - Anna Pavlova's final performance, in England



The Dying Swan 1907  by Mikhail Fokine. 

Music by Camille Saint-Saëns.   

Created for Anna Pavlova.  

Premiere: St. Petersburg, Russia. 

Anna Pavlova as The Swan    2:00

Anna Pavlova as The Dying Swan 1907

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DtkFSBkl9mmo&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229468141780&usg=AOvVaw26H5HbIhf-ij8ZCZx73_1Z


Les Syphildes 1909  

by Mikhail Fokine, 

Music by Chopin

Danced by Anna 

Pavlova and Vaslav 

Nijinsky

First Performance in London 1911 Digital Scan from Ballet Panorama- 
An Illustrated Chronicle of Three Centuries

Les Sylphides 31:37

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3D3HTIjY4_Efo%2520%25D0%25A8%25D0%25BE%25D0%25BF%25D0%25B5%25D0%25BD%25D0%25B8%25D0%25B0%25D0%25BD%25D0%25B0/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229468817989&usg=AOvVaw0RogDfdJZt5Rsc7Wmr-W-J


Scheherazade 1910 by Mikhail Fokine, Music by 

Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov, Sets & costumes by Léon 

Bakst.  Based on a tale from The Thousand and One 

Nights. Nijinsky danced the role of the Golden Slave. 

Premiered at Paris Opera.

Mikhail Fokine and Vera Fokina 
Scheherazade, 1910

"Scheherazade" 

by N. Rimsky-Korsakov and Leon Bakst  2:19

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DXky-7ZEYpz8&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229469346972&usg=AOvVaw2IE1xEv-7bkuBhAVcOxtpW


Firebird 1910 by Mikhail Fokine. Music by Igor Stravinsky.  

Sets by Aleksandr Golovin. Costumes by Léon Bakst.

Premiere: Palais Garnier

Based on Russian folklore

Tamara Karsavina and Michel Fokine

Firebird  
(Bolshoi Ballet Russe Film)- Segment from Return of the 
Firebird 42:41

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/search?rlz%3D1C5CHFA_enUS871US874%26sxsrf%3DAPq-WBvKqLknPhldU-blV5f9kZ3ZhxdfGA:1645905558022%26q%3DAleksandr%2BGolovin%26stick%3DH4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLUz9U3ME-vNCxfxCromJOaXZyYl1Kk4J6fk1-WmQcAgrrYRCEAAAA%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjilPqAlJ72AhVpk4kEHUSGD4AQmxMoAXoECCUQAw&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229469532548&usg=AOvVaw1MKqEY8gtFe-rzl-psjO5B
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/search?rlz%3D1C5CHFA_enUS871US874%26sxsrf%3DAPq-WBvKqLknPhldU-blV5f9kZ3ZhxdfGA:1645905558022%26q%3DL%25C3%25A9on%2BBakst%26stick%3DH4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLUz9U3MEnLychaxMrtc3hlfp6CU2J2cQkALnH3pxsAAAA%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjilPqAlJ72AhVpk4kEHUSGD4AQmxMoAnoECCUQBA&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229469532883&usg=AOvVaw1jnxjotHl9SPbyG9IARztX
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/search?rlz%3D1C5CHFA_enUS871US874%26sxsrf%3DAPq-WBvKqLknPhldU-blV5f9kZ3ZhxdfGA:1645905558022%26q%3Digor%2Bstravinsky%2Bthe%2Bfirebird%2Bpremiere%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjilPqAlJ72AhVpk4kEHUSGD4AQ6BMoAHoECCMQAg&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229469533133&usg=AOvVaw3fTtu6XEbMNgodAby6fZUd
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/search?rlz%3D1C5CHFA_enUS871US874%26sxsrf%3DAPq-WBvKqLknPhldU-blV5f9kZ3ZhxdfGA:1645905558022%26q%3DPalais%2BGarnier%26stick%3DH4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3yCgyK1_EyheQmJOYWazgnliUl5laBAASVk7MHQAAAA%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjilPqAlJ72AhVpk4kEHUSGD4AQmxMoAXoECCMQAw&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229469533315&usg=AOvVaw1nLWdrDT1v8kz2QDVDwLJN
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DO2UVBI5w7SA&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229469780012&usg=AOvVaw0GhliVzHcvpJ2kvWYWiftC


Petrushka 1911 Ballet and orchestral concert work by 
Igor Stravinsky. choreography was by Michel Fokine 
and stage designs and costumes by Alexandre Benois, 

Premiere: Théâtre du Châtelet; Paris

Igor Stravinsky, Vaslav Nijinsky as 
Petrouchka in 1911

Petrouchka   37:19
Australian Ballet, 2009 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/search?rlz%3D1C5CHFA_enUS871US874%26sxsrf%3DAPq-WBuBiKcYzWg-hOteSCPHxZx8lm_IVw:1645906828662%26q%3Digor%2Bstravinsky%2Bpetrushka%2Bpremiere%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjb8OvemJ72AhWcFTQIHQ4IB6IQ6BMoAHoECCkQAg&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229469845870&usg=AOvVaw0XRSaK7Vkg3t1P_3zGXjhf
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/search?rlz%3D1C5CHFA_enUS871US874%26sxsrf%3DAPq-WBuBiKcYzWg-hOteSCPHxZx8lm_IVw:1645906828662%26q%3DTh%25C3%25A9%25C3%25A2tre%2Bdu%2BCh%25C3%25A2telet%26stick%3DH4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLUz9U3SDLJs6xYxCoWknF45eFFJUWpCimlCs4ZQGZqTmoJAD6QJScmAAAA%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjb8OvemJ72AhWcFTQIHQ4IB6IQmxMoAXoECCkQAw&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229469846156&usg=AOvVaw2MU3eWkhiq2ksO_xn8eWDm
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/search?rlz%3D1C5CHFA_enUS871US874%26sxsrf%3DAPq-WBuBiKcYzWg-hOteSCPHxZx8lm_IVw:1645906828662%26q%3DParis%26stick%3DH4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3MC0syVrEyhqQWJRZDADz8i3KFAAAAA%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjb8OvemJ72AhWcFTQIHQ4IB6IQmxMoAnoECCkQBA&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229469846389&usg=AOvVaw1cOPCKA1V4kyuhfolYfOxp
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DCnXOpItfb9Y&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229470034571&usg=AOvVaw3wSC9gzsxtKltWvcy5tdIQ


L'Après-midi d'un Faune 1912 by Vaslav 

Nijinsky. Music by Claude Debussy. Design: Léon 

Bakst. Premiere: Théâtre du Châtelet in Paris. 

Nijinsky's Faun Costume from the front cover of the 

programme for the 7th season of the 'Ballets Russes'

Leon Bakst, 1912

L'Après-midi d'un faune 
Afternoon of a Faun - Ballets Russes. 11:29

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/search?rlz%3D1C5CHFA_enUS871US874%26sxsrf%3DAPq-WBsKVL3qFgdn6_BjwIySHqqviAP8VA:1645907993451%26q%3DL%25C3%25A9on%2BBakst%26stick%3DH4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLUz9U3MEnLychaxMrtc3hlfp6CU2J2cQkALnH3pxsAAAA%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwiXhaGKnZ72AhVukokEHdcqD4IQmxMoAHoECCQQAg&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229470059417&usg=AOvVaw1AFgqTgGNRzaPPD7anFlTO
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/search?rlz%3D1C5CHFA_enUS871US874%26sxsrf%3DAPq-WBsKVL3qFgdn6_BjwIySHqqviAP8VA:1645907993451%26q%3DL%25C3%25A9on%2BBakst%26stick%3DH4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLUz9U3MEnLychaxMrtc3hlfp6CU2J2cQkALnH3pxsAAAA%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwiXhaGKnZ72AhVukokEHdcqD4IQmxMoAHoECCQQAg&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229470059712&usg=AOvVaw2JDUiVZwct8-BKSUI-O8zq
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/search?rlz%3D1C5CHFA_enUS871US874%26sxsrf%3DAPq-WBsKVL3qFgdn6_BjwIySHqqviAP8VA:1645907993451%26q%3DTh%25C3%25A9%25C3%25A2tre%2Bdu%2BCh%25C3%25A2telet%26stick%3DH4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLUz9U3SDLJs6xYxCoWknF45eFFJUWpCimlCs4ZQGZqTmoJAD6QJScmAAAA%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwiXhaGKnZ72AhVukokEHdcqD4IQmxMoAHoECCoQAg&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229470059974&usg=AOvVaw0ueUXrAbeVxTeIlhLjOULZ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/search?rlz%3D1C5CHFA_enUS871US874%26sxsrf%3DAPq-WBsKVL3qFgdn6_BjwIySHqqviAP8VA:1645907993451%26q%3DParis%26stick%3DH4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3MC0syVrEyhqQWJRZDADz8i3KFAAAAA%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwiXhaGKnZ72AhVukokEHdcqD4IQmxMoAXoECCoQAw&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229470060203&usg=AOvVaw21yjP7z9uexClfojHNg0m1
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.wikiart.org/en/leon-bakst&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229470242289&usg=AOvVaw2R_J6sqqQzVkMvqutDN8b1
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DV_LrFJsgmJc&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229470243453&usg=AOvVaw0XOrXxnClZe0xne44ekk7b


La Sacre Du Printemps 1913 (The Rite of Spring) by Vaslav Nijinsky. Music by Igor 

Stravinsky. Premiere: Théâtre des Champs-Élysées; Paris.   

The young girls of Le Sacre, original costumes and stage set, 1913

Le Sacre du printemps / 
The Rite of Spring 
- Ballets Russes 42:02

The cornerstone for 

modern  dance and 

modern music. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/search?rlz%3D1C5CHFA_enUS871US874%26sxsrf%3DAPq-WBtOikguVqFe_BDzFo1ZcEwKB9to-g:1645957447944%26q%3Digor%2Bstravinsky%2Bthe%2Brite%2Bof%2Bspring%2Bpremiere%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjxyP-n1Z_2AhU8CjQIHeBUAVQQ6BMoAHoECDQQAg&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229470274415&usg=AOvVaw2Zz91QrRRcTxaon4gYLF6R
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/search?rlz%3D1C5CHFA_enUS871US874%26sxsrf%3DAPq-WBtOikguVqFe_BDzFo1ZcEwKB9to-g:1645957447944%26q%3DTh%25C3%25A9%25C3%25A2tre%2Bdes%2BChamps-%25C3%2589lys%25C3%25A9es%26stick%3DH4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLUz9U3MM3NSSpcxCoXknF45eFFJUWpCimpxQrOGYm5BcW6hztzKosPr0wtBgBF5gaQLgAAAA%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjxyP-n1Z_2AhU8CjQIHeBUAVQQmxMoAXoECDQQAw&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229470274685&usg=AOvVaw0Tx6l8Wo9YlP25o9_F7RH7
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/search?rlz%3D1C5CHFA_enUS871US874%26sxsrf%3DAPq-WBtOikguVqFe_BDzFo1ZcEwKB9to-g:1645957447944%26q%3DParis%26stick%3DH4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3MC0syVrEyhqQWJRZDADz8i3KFAAAAA%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjxyP-n1Z_2AhU8CjQIHeBUAVQQmxMoAnoECDQQBA&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229470274883&usg=AOvVaw37qCYWk5qR-Fic6Ntp2mDL
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DYOZmlYgYzG4&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229470434490&usg=AOvVaw2pG_ciNbLTlQBeo7T5z-B_
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DYOZmlYgYzG4&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229470434677&usg=AOvVaw00qN7b7nsEWZ1uKqrWGnzr


Parade 1917 by Léonide Massine. One act.  Music by 

Erik Satie. Sets & costumes by Pablo Picasso. 

Premiere: Théâtre du Châtelet, Paris

Taken at the backstage, 1917

BALLET "PARADE" 
- 1917   22:21

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/search?rlz%3D1C5CHFA_enUS871US874%26sxsrf%3DAPq-WBsqwtuM0KZhQal97N2Dmk8rKwZ0jA:1645959141818%26q%3Derik%2Bsatie%2Bparade%2Bpremiere%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwi-x9nP25_2AhWoHjQIHf_ZAv8Q6BMoAHoECCcQAg&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229470451409&usg=AOvVaw2s7YtTErUzRax5bTd_9wl5
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/search?rlz%3D1C5CHFA_enUS871US874%26sxsrf%3DAPq-WBsqwtuM0KZhQal97N2Dmk8rKwZ0jA:1645959141818%26q%3DTh%25C3%25A9%25C3%25A2tre%2Bdu%2BCh%25C3%25A2telet%26stick%3DH4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLUz9U3SDLJs6xYxCoWknF45eFFJUWpCimlCs4ZQGZqTmoJAD6QJScmAAAA%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwi-x9nP25_2AhWoHjQIHf_ZAv8QmxMoAXoECCcQAw&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229470451655&usg=AOvVaw1RLo_86Z6ve7AU7EZAuKx0
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/search?rlz%3D1C5CHFA_enUS871US874%26sxsrf%3DAPq-WBsqwtuM0KZhQal97N2Dmk8rKwZ0jA:1645959141818%26q%3DParis%26stick%3DH4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3MC0syVrEyhqQWJRZDADz8i3KFAAAAA%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwi-x9nP25_2AhWoHjQIHf_ZAv8QmxMoAnoECCcQBA&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229470451813&usg=AOvVaw0iIFkulR05ETS6JcsI2Jvv
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DYejpJ4kMH_0&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229470708942&usg=AOvVaw139pYhTAcvpgeqXJke_L3c


Les Noches 1923 by Bronislava Nijinska. Music by Igor Stavinsky. Sets by Natalia 

Gontcharova. Premier: Théâtre de la Gaîté in Paris. The first neoclassical ballet.

In rehearsal on the roof of the Theatre de 
Monte-Carlo, 1923

Les Noces   9:56
(Mariinsky Ballet) 1/2

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DRDGl6bcVqSM&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229471014719&usg=AOvVaw2V2kvQuHl3KbYVEKKfuzTE


Les Biches 1924 by Bronislava Nijinska. One act. Music by Francis Poulenc, costumes 

by Marie Laurencin. Premier: Salle Garnier in Monte Carlo, Paris.

Les Biches 

(the little darlings, does), 

Bronislava Nijinska. 2:29

Bronislava Nijinska, L'Hôtesse, 1924

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DPAPFKUA7mQI&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229471089630&usg=AOvVaw3ziCtpZrcMlA1jwO8bOAYU


Le Train Bleu 1924 by Bronislava Nijinska. Music by Darius Milhaud. Costumes by 

Gabrielle 'Coco' Chanel. Premier: Théâtre des Champs-Élysées in Paris.

Bronislava Nijinska, Lydia Sokolova, Leon Woizikowski, 
Anton Dolin in Le Train Bleu, 1924

Le Train Bleu 
Photos and Sets  1:15

Le Train Bleu- Tennis and 
Golf 
Dance 5:00

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DkE4umckPrBY&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229471658657&usg=AOvVaw2SZscWXEXUG9Q4UmJaIb7w
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DrEHbAscVByI&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229471659984&usg=AOvVaw0GVhAjAvsAVlOGi8kZ90sp
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DrEHbAscVByI&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229471660091&usg=AOvVaw3XmaJJlwK_jVgT__Zhdq-U


Diaghilev and the 
Ballets Russes  28:11

Ballets Russes in Seville, 1916. Sergei Diaghilev (center)

Serge Diaghilev (1872-1929)
Founder and director of 
Ballets Russes

The Ballets Russes transformed 
the future of ballet in the world. 
By bringing dancers with great 
traditional training to look at 
modern forms of movement, 
great music — and bringing 
music and design and dance 
together into a cohesive whole.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DlmsR8eR2-MI&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229471728913&usg=AOvVaw3BhDwZFH4mN99hwml-0ROV
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DlmsR8eR2-MI&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646229471729042&usg=AOvVaw0sbfkEbHAXuqoZeK8K8LaC

