Week 4: A HISTORY OF BALLET (Spring 2022)

Romantic Era

The era begins with the 1827 debut in Paris of the ballerina Marie Taglioni in the ballet La
Sylphide, and to have reached its zenith with the premiere of the divertissement Pas de
Quatre staged by the Ballet Master Jules Perrot in London in 1845.

Ballerina as a central part of ballet.

A slow decline. Arthur Saint-Léon's 1870
ballet Coppélia in Paris is considered to be
the last work of the Romantic Ballet.




1800s world event timeline

1780s-1840 The Industrial Revolution.

1789 The French Revolution

1814 Stevenson builds first steam locomotive
1824 Beethoven completes the Ninth Symphony
1826 The first photograph is taken.

1838 Atlantic steamboats crosses the Atlantic
1860 Abraham Lincoln is nominated President.
1870 The Franco-Prussian War

1874 First Impressionist Exhibition

1876 First Practical Telephone 1830 Liberty Leading the People
1893 Moving Pictures Bugene BeCel




1872 Claude Monet: Impression sunrise
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What are the 7 characteristics of Romanticism?

Picturesque. imagery describing an old
object.

Primitivism. nature is better than society.
Sentimentalism. strong emotion.
Supernatural. interest in unrealistic and
mythical things.

Nature. the love of nature.

Nationalism. the arts were about heritage
and customs.

Melancholy.

Key themes of the Romantic Period

Revolution, democracy, and
republicanism.

The Sublime and Transcendence.
The power of the imagination,
genius, and the source of
inspiration.

Proto-psychology & extreme
mental states.

Nature and the Natural.



Romantic Ballet Era Timeline

1828 Marie Taglioni debuts at the Paris Opera.

1840 Fanny Elssler tours America; congress convenes to watch.

1849 Jules Perrot made Premier Maitre de Ballet of the St. Petersburg Imperial Theatres.
1858 Arthur Saint-Leon replaces Perrot as head of the Bolshoi.

1869 Petipa becomes Ballet Master in Chief to the Imperial Tsar.

1870 Petipa replaces Arthur Saint-Leon as director of the Bolshoi, for 30 years.

1885 Lev Ivanov made Assistant Ballet Master to Petipa.

1892 First performance of The Nutcracker at the Mariinsky Theatre in St. Petersburg.
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acts and three scenes)

Olga Preobrazhenskaya a
Plum Fairy and Nikolai Leg
Prince Coqueluche (1900)
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