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~ the period from about 700 BC
untll the Roman Gonquest of AD 43
~ was a time of great social change.

Ie

} saw, among many other
dey d?;“_W“:;;'a. the rgence of the
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eur reconstructed Celtic warrior is based on
ar ical evidence and descriptions left by

contemporary classical writers.

"On their heads they wear
bronze helmets which
POsseLs lrge projecting
figures lendling the
appearance of enormous
stature (o the wearer.. . in
Fome cases it it relief figures
or the fore-parts of buds or
quadirupeds’ {Diodorns
Sicuksl Bronze helmets and
figures of boars from thew
crests have heen found in

Classieal writers record that
the Celts often graw
moustaches through whih
they drank thew bew, the
PN ALTNG 85 4 straner!




Shiakds were usually of
leather or wood somerimes
layers of both, as in this case.
based an an example found
1.3 WaHOrs grave on
Guernsey Occasionally
decorative dronze facngs
were employed

Clothes were often of bright
COILET and chegueved e

tartans on Age fabricy have
been found well-preserved in




Datermining
SEX

Sexual identitication

Thim in ol alairy® sy anda in mosd wtale after an rdividual renchos
vl iy oAt Ooxd )

Skull: make skiudly are gonsrally mors 1ODUST AN formain

ol Ors e Len
i I e rige (supraoibital ridge) end strong chn (rental amineno s
Palvig. the palvis hos & num [he greater sclatic noteh
londs b b beoad in fematen and narow in males, while 1he ischiopubic
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Estimation of age:

The erupbon and woar of teeth 15 often used 10 200 a skoleton  The third
molar generally emerpes around 18 yoars. as shown here

The same skoloton shows that epiphyseal closure ~ the fusing of bone o
the ond of long bonos, when Uy grows - is Nt yol complote

The auricular surfagmand pubic symphysis of the pelvis are also used
Theso surlncos do at‘? {(Woar away) with InCroasng age




Measuring
STATURE

Estimation of stature:

A formda Dased On ong LONes can De usod 10 work out haght
For a fermur (thigh bone) the sum s

(male) 2.38 x femur length » 61.41 {plus or minus J.27 cm)
{femaie) 247 x femur longth + 54,10 (plus or minus .72 em)

'8 D0t an ot fosul] - wilh & plus o manus Higure of the ond



Discase: skeletal evidence for disease
Lower jaw Or mandible: abscess, canes, calcuius, penadontal dhaaass

(reCecing Qums)
Fomur: nirw DONG arours] marget of hp e, early stages of asteoarthnitis

Vertebrae: parts of spine, Schmor!'s Nodes
inter vertebral disease: iINfociad Gac Datwoon vartety o
StitT lower back:® Lol Tacets Dotween lumbar and sacral vartebne




Trauma: skeletal evidence for injuries or accidents
Pelvis: several chop marks, made with a blacde bke & sword
Ribs. hoalod fractures

Femur: exostosis —~ cssdication of bleeding ot muscio attachment after ey,
a g apubed muscie

Tibria and fibuls (iower l6g): osteomyelitis ~ inflammation i response 1o
wdection. The wound would have been swollen and would have Qenorstod
pus In the hole in the bone, whilch drainad Oul eough o sion abacass
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Warrior
0 50cm ixrignat
[ T S | e Wy
e warrior burial found at

Owslebury, near Winchester,
gives an impression of what a
typical Iron Age warrior would
carry in battle. By his side lay his
sword and spear, while across his
body lay his shield of wood or
leather with its large central

bronze boss protecting the hand
grip.

The weapons found at Danebury are
mainly spears but a few fragments of
swords and their sheaths have been
recovered together with bronze bindings

which may have come from the edges of
shields made in leather or wood.

The most common weapon used in the
defence of the fort was the sling. Sling
stones were found in great number,
particularly near the entrance where one
ammunition dumg of 11,000 shing stones
was uncovered. The entrance fortifications
were carefully constructed so that the two
gates were always in sight and in range of
the defenders. In the centre was the
‘command post’ From here every part of
the complex defonsive earthworks could
be protected by the expert singers. The
entire approach to the gate was within
their range.
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e successive changes to the
rts in Wessex experienced a
the most significant change
t 400 BC when the vertical wall
nally abandoned for a steeply
asy to maintain and defend,
erous to attack.
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Fhe main east entrance of
Danebury was brilliantly
designed to withstand attack
- Anyone attempting to storm the
- fort would first have 1o fight their
. way through the outer gate
- under a rain of misziles from the
- adjacent earthworks and the

| o SR e
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e main east entrance of
Danebury was brilliantly
designed to withstand attack,
Anyone attempting to storm the
fort would first have to fight their
way through the outer gate
“under a rain of missiles from the
- adjacent earthworks and the
" ‘command post’, Once through,
. they would have to make a dash
“ to the inner gate, under fire from
o allsides, along a treacherous,
5‘: twisting approach flanked by
~ "« high flimt-built walls, In front of
.. the attackers lay the great timber

;; - gate with its fighting platform

B .‘—’

above manned by defenders,

-

.

Even more remarkable than the streng'n
of the entrance is the fact that, in about
W00 BC, the gate was burnt 1o the ground

" all probability in a successful attack such
a0 wh.
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Pottery

Pottery was in use at Danebury
throughout the lron Age Somae
vessels wore traded from the Sallabury
region, and a few from further afield -
og Glastonbury and Moeare, Somerset,
but the majority was locally made,

Detailed study of the tens of
thousands of sherds found during the
excavations, has revealed nine
ceramic phases, with numerous
slow changes of form and fabric over
the centuries,

The assemblage can be divided into
four main types of vessel - jars,
bowls, dishes and the straight.sided
‘saucepan pots’. All show considerable
varlation In size and surface treatment
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A otk _'--amoﬂumyud animals was kept

1! mmwfmﬂmmmmhoﬂm
ern in contemporary writings about the
‘ 'lh.huﬂwfmmdaydhtwmbmdon
~ cereals - wheat and barley.

Mﬂondinphundlntlmberbuih

aries, Every day a quantity would have been
._bﬂwronhlndmllh {quemns) similar to
: Wm of these have been
Mhmua\mﬁoﬂ.

built ovens

t iy the houses or, as in this case, in the
mmmmkk-mlhdm




~ THE
 FIRST
SETTLEMENT

Dmnhnywuo«uphdinm
sively for almost 500 years from

about 550 BC to sometime after
100 BC, and during that time there

were many changes.

In the sarly phase (350-400) two gotes
were in use with the main road running
between them. Houses chustered belind
U rampants and also in a group in the
southern part of the Tort. Small four-post
g:mmmmmmma
centre of the fort was devoted to

Gran-Atorage in i
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\‘“ﬁ\“m | watered downland

J

dry dovwnland
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(Triticum and
polystichum), Seed com stored in
the fort would have been carried
to the fields and sown by hand.

. &' AARrRDeet When 1t had ripened the crop was cut by
on e e e hand, using a small sickde, probiably
B —— et
: oary the buk of the
straw sull rooted. The ears were then
carted back to the fort for processing.
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diil LU FTaUIGWAG Lartic o adia grodl
probably the clay-capped hilltops. They
demonstrate that the crops reaching

Danebury were derived from a very
wide area.



















Coltic ard wean an effident Thae st vt ot evtvwdy of wonnd et #
tool. The example ere is & (ome 08 Gmen v Vol with o von e o0

replhica of one found in a bog in 3 POt 1O b 10 (Rt esevee
Denmark. Drawn by two yoked o,
oxen, it scratched o furrow through

RO o 8 S e he bmer )
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The challdand of Wessex was ideally wined
to sheep-rearing, for unlike cattle, sheep can exint

for long penods without water and they thrive

on the dry springy downland turf, As more of the
upland was brought under cultivation 10 feed
the growing population, the flocks wers
probably increased in size 10 fertize the new
fielcls with thelr manure.

A by-product of the extentive flocks wis wool
1t was probably plucked from the sheep during
the moulting season and spun INo yam,
then woven on upright looms into lengths of
cloth. Sheep and weaving equipment were

The reconstructed Coftic worman i3 based on 50 niumerous and common on ron Age Wtes that
archaevlogicl eviderce descriptions we can only suppose woollen fabrics wers
chassical writers. iy o produced in surplus for trade and exchange
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W Spinning and weaving

The objects required for spinning and weaving
included spindle whorls of clay, chalk and bone;
combs of bone and antler; and clay and chalk
weights for the loom, These all occur in some
abundance at Danebury.






tron was usually traded in the form of e
ingots or bars (sometimes called aarency bars).
At Daneliiry 8 hoard of 20 was found T
bundied in a pit, possibly for safe-keeping. The
rosident blacksmiths up the bars
and worked them into a range of tooks amd
Scrap on wiss also collected for rouse.




them at soclal gatherings. Some of these @Ifmy
epics survived in Ireland until the eighth imey

century AD when they were finally written ~ And
down by the Christian monks. conti

Sacred places were widespread in the
The gods were thought to
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 CHIEFTAINS
- & FOLLOWERS

SmmaofhowlronAge Below them were the land-holding
society may have been poasant farmers ted to the tind by thewr
can be gleaned from peed 1o maintain fields and crops. They
the writings of Greek and Roman were bound to the nobility by bons of
historians and from the Celti RIS arxi pRUOrO Thelt s (T
literature of ireland 3 S A e st
. to a
; ‘ ' range of farm products, in such a case it
s'?gmw’:”# m& "Mm would be in the noble’s interests 10 provide
hand themselves  WOT® probably free of any ties with the protection. The fostering of children was
mrytome T nd but measired their satis s woalth  saished be I
o who have sl Dy Thewr ablity 10 lead successful raxding o ok
mvhtm parties and by the number of cattle that
At & master has they owned. gmwnumpum
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At Danebury, as elsewhere, there are alto a
number of ‘pit burials’ « complete human
bodies deposited in pits. The evidence
suggoests that there may have been about 80
of these across the whole site; another
relatively infrequent occurrence.

When considering the nature of these ‘pit
burials’ we can only guess at their significance.
One veory real possibility Is that they were
sacrificial victims, Lindow man, from Cheshire,
provides a nearcontemporary example of
sacrifice in Britain, and there may have been
little difference between his submersion in a
bog. and the pit burials at Danebury.



""su struck on the head strangled with

| ,and cut on his neck, before being
‘ 'riwvn into the marsh.







The pit modelled below was unique in that it seems to have been the o:g
one of Iron Age date at Danebury dug specifically asa grave. it contain
the extended skeleton, face down, of a male aged 17/25 years. No cause of |
death could be established from archaeological remains, the crushingof
the skull has resulted from welight of the soil over the centuries. At a
slightly later date a cro&ched infant burial (not visible) was placed in the
e

same pit and still later the incomplete remains of an adult, of which the
skull, ribs, and right forearm can be clearly seen. This practice of "Secondary
burial” after a period of exposure and putrescence, is well known from
Iron Age sites.



s were preserved in cedar ofl
dm\nﬁm house 5o that they

j Drought out and shown with pride to
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s must be a ritual
it eludes us.

Indude deposits of grain,

pings and pots. There may
othm such as wool, cheese
nead all of which will have

ation is that these
were gifts to the gods,

'! mm for protecting the

odities which had been
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FIRST TOWNS

From the middie of the first century BC Roman
v trade with Britain increased and the tribes of the
- south-east were brought into dose and regular R
- contact with Roman Gaul, In consequence VA =
- L‘\ : widesproad changes extended across Britain. |
‘a:(' R New settlements grew up, usually on important
5 USRS routes or river crossings. Many of these, like
- Q;'\;’U : Calleva (Siichester), became tribal capitals. Here
. regular markets were established, coins were
: 02.) N | minted to facilitate exchange, and a large
B : resident population to assemble. These
were our first towns, the Roman invasion
of Al 43 most of them developed as regular
Roman provindal capitals,







