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Two “ancient British” items not yet mentioned—

1. Seahenge

AMY

Seahenge, which is also known as Holme |, was a prehistoric monument located in the village of Holme-next-the-Sea, near Old
Hunstanton in the English county of Norfolk. A timber circle with an upturned tree root in the centre, Seahenge, along with the nearby
timber circle Holme I, was built in the spring-summer of 2049 BCE, during the early Bronze Age in Britain. Contemporary theory is that
they were used for ritual purposes; in paricular Holme 1l has been interpreted as a mortuary monument that may originally have formed

the boundary of a burial mound.

In order o preserve the timber in the site from exposure to air, due to recent exposure of the remains by the sea, it was excavated in
Spring 1999, and its remains taken to an archeological museum and then a maritime museum for preservation of the wood. In 1999, a
reproduction was put up by some of the excavators, near the site. In 2008, after further study, a second reproduction was erected near
the original's location.["! Due to controversy about the excavation of Seahenge, Holme |l was left in place to be monitored as it is
gradually destroyed by erosion.
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Two “ancient British” items not yet mentioned—

2. Piltdown Man

Piltdown Man skull reconstruction &7

The
PlleOWN Hoax

ko done i?

et
53

Group portrait of the Piltdown skull being examined. Back &7
row (from left): F. O. Barlow, G. Elliot Smith, Charles Dawson,
Arthur Sn‘ith Woodward. Front row: A. S. Underwood, Arthur
Keith, W. P. Pycraft, and Ray Lankesier. Note the portrait of
Charlea Darwin on the wall. Painting by John Cooke, 1915.

Professor Brian Gardiner FLS
& Andy Currant FLS

The Piltdown Man was a paleoanthropological fraud in which bone fragments were presented as the fossilised
remains of a previously unknown early human. Although there were doubts about its authenticity virtually from the
beginning, the remains were still broadly accepted for many years, and the falsity of the hoax was only definitively
demonstrated in 1953, An extensive scientific review in 2016 established that amateur archaeologist Charles
Dawson was responsible for the fraudulent evidence.|
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The opening chapter of Winston Churchill’s “The Birth of Britain” includes a discussion of the “first
Briton.” In 1938 Churchill consulted archaeologist Mortimer Wheeler on this, and his text mentioned

Piltdown Man. The manuscript was set aside during the 1940s (Churchill was rather busy during
those years).

ANEAR MISS
Sir Mortimer Wheeler

A HISTORY OF THE
ENGLISH-SPEAKING PEOPLES

WINSTON S.
CHURCHILL

THE BIRTH OF
BRITAIN

In 1954 Sir Mortimer Wheeler was provided with the pre-publication final draft, and was horrified to

see Piltdown Man still there. His last-minute correction saved Churchill from humiliation, and let the
author mention Swanscombe Man instead!
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BOOK
History of the English speaking peoples in 112 weekly parts.

Churchill, Winston, 1874-1965.; Wheeler, Mortimer, 1890-1976.; Trevor-Roper, H. R. (Hugh Redwald), 1914-2003.;
Taylor, A. J. P. (Alan John Percivale), 1906-1990.

1969-1971

Available at Parkland College Library Third Floor (DA16 .C478)
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Celtic LLurope

Everyday life in the
[ron Age

Although this gallery contains many beautiful
objects from the Iron Age, they were actually very
rare at the time. Most people lived on farms or in
small villages.

Everyday utensils — such as tools and cooking pots —
were often very plain, or had simple decoration.
People in Iron Age Britain would have used pots like
these every day for cooking and storing food.

The grave

of a young woman cradling & handmade pottery jar

o hor left arm. The grave was found at Rudston in East Yorkshire




Handmade pots and sheep bones
Rudston, Burton Fleming and
Danes Graves, East Yorkshire
350-100 BC

A number of handmade pots, all
containing the left humerus of a
sheep, have been found in graves
in East Yorkshire.

We do not know why these bones
were put inside the pots or why the
left fore-limb of a sheep was
specifically selected. In other

graves found in East Yorkshire

people were also buried with the
remains of pigs.

Analysis of the sheep bones from
these pots tells us that Iron Age
sheep were smaller in size than
most modern breeds.

P&E 1975,0401.4, 23 & 79 & 1978,1202.7
Presented by G R Wilson and TE Wells & Sons and
bequeathed by Reverend W G Greenwell



Ladle ;
Orton Meadows, Orton Waterville,
Cambridgeshire -

PRB 1981 12-23

Spoon

AD 1-50

King Harry Lane cemetery,
St Albans, Hertfordshire

Handled spoons were introduced
from the Roman empire

Given by William Old Ltd
PRB ¥7651 72
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Spoon

AD 1-50

King Harry Lane cemetery,
St Albans, Hertfordshire

Handled spoons were introduced
from the Roman empire

Given by William Old Ltd
PRB 1976 5-1 72




Metal- and wood-working tools

Files, gouges and chisels
Tiefenau, Berne, Switzerland
Gorven by Sar AW Franks

FPRBIEDS D610 & 1T WS &N

Adze

Lisnacrogher, Skerry, County Antrim,
Ireland

Gaven by Ser A W Franks

PRB 1SS0 8-2 118

Circular disc cutter

AD 1-50

King Harry Lane cemetery,
St Albans, Hertfordshire

Given by Williaen Old Led
PRB 65154



A selection of tools used by a
black-smith

Buried AD 50-100 Waltham Abbey,
Essex

Part of a large hoard of tools
including anvil, tongs, hammer, chisel
and poker. Many had been bent or
broken before deposition.

Deposited on loan by Epping Forest District Council



Semi-finished ingots

Semi-finished ingots of fairly standard
shapes and sizes were prepared for
distribution to settlements where they
were wrought into tools and weapons.
They are termed ‘currency bars’
because of a reference in Caesar to the
use of iron bars as currency at the time
of his campaigns.

Currency bars
Salmonsbury, Gloucestershire
PRB 1861861

Spettisbury Rings, Spettisbury, Dorset
PRB 1862 2-27 18

Bar ingot

Hod Hill, Stourpaine, Dorset

PRB 197571 6
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Farm tools
Ploughshare
Stantonbury Hill, Avon
PRB 1982 13308

Reaping hooks
Lisnacrogher, Skerry, County Antrim,
Ireland

Given by Ser A W Franks
PRBISSOS2 18
Stantonbury Hill, Avon
PRB 1682 1.3 3080




Socketed Axes
Walthamstow, Greater London and
the Thames at the Tate Gallery,

London
s A

Cirven by J Prerpoint Morgan
PRB W2 42460& PREWG IR

Socks
type
\ ‘l =Sl

Thun

Althe

|



Shears
50 BC-AD 50

Hertford Heath, Hertfordshire
Given by Hertford Heath Rural District Council
PRB1958 74 667

King Harry Lane cemetery,

St Albans, Hertfordshire

Given by William Old 1ad
PRB 1976 51 1028 & 610



Knife
150-50 BC F

PRBML 2514

Hollow-backed knife or cleaver
450-50 BC
Hod Hill, Stourpaine, Dorset

PRB1975712

Razor

AD 1-50

King Harry Lane cemetery,
St Albans, Hertfordshire
Gaven by William OM Ltd

PRB 1976 51 497

Triangular knives or razors
AD 1-50

King Harry Lane cemetery,
St Albans, Hertfordshire

Gaven by William Ol Lad
PRB 1976 51 1152 & 1009

Composite terret of cast bronze
with wrought iron cross-bar
250-100 BC

Hagbourn Hill, Berkshire

Given by Thoemas Evius
PRI 1861 620 4
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Composite terret of cast bronze
with wrought iron cross-bar
250100 BC

Hagbourn Hill, Berkshire

Gven

PRE

Mhomas Evans

Personal ornaments made from
twisted iron wire

Dress-pins and brooches were easily
formed from iron wire twisted into
the required shape.

Ring-headed pin

800-500 BC

Kilham, East Yorkshire

Given by William Brown
PRE 19650 44 12

LaTéne I brooch

500-350 BC

From an inhumation cemetery at
Marson, Marne, France

PRB ML WD

La Téne I brooch

250-120 BC

France

PREML 20

‘Colchester’ brooch

AD 150

King Harry Lane cemetery,
St Albans, Hertfordshire




What is a Hoard?

A hoard 1s a group of valuable
objects deliberately gathered
together and buried in the ground.
Hoards often contain coins and
jewellery. But why did people put
these objects in the ground? Was it
to keep the objects safe during times
of war or uncertainty? Or perhaps
they were offerings to the gods?

At least twelve hoards were
deposited at Snettisham in Norfolk,
but we do not know why.

One of the hoards, known as

hoard L, contained 21 torcs placed
in a small hole in the ground.
Archaeologists found seven torcs,
carefully placed in the ground.
Below a layer of soil, they then
found another 14 torcs placed on top
of one another along with two
bronze bracelets.

P&E 1991,0407.7,23-7,30,32-9
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The Snettisham Treasure

Ken Hill, Snettisham, Norfolk
Buried around 100 BC

Snettisham is one of the key sites
of British prehistory. Occupying a
wooded hillside near the north-
west coast of Norfolk, near
Hunstanton, it first began to
reveal its secrets in 1948 when five
torcs were uncovered during
ploughing. Further finds were
made at the site in subsequent
years. Some of these objects are

now in Norwich Castle Museum.
The objects now in the British
Museum were discovered in 1950
and 1990.

At least 12 groups of objects,
known as hoards (hoards A-L),
have been found at the site. They
were buried in shallow pits, some
barely large enough to contain a
large torc. In addition to complete
tores, fragments of broken torcs,

coins, rings and ingots were also
deposited.



Rings, bracelets, ingots, coins and
broken torcs

In addition to complete and broken
torcs many of the hoards included
objects such as coins, rings, bracelets
and ingots. Sometimes these objects
were strung together. Other objects
were deliberately deformed by cutting
and some were partly melted. We do
not know why this was done. It could
be that the objects were being prepared
for recycling.

_aattl?

What was the intended colour?

The colour of some of the bronze torcs
was changed by plating with a thin
layer of gold, to simulate a solid gold
torc. This has been identified as
mercury gilding, the earliest example
found in Britain.

The surfaces of some other gold alloy
torcs were treated during manufacture
to remove copper and thus enhance the
gold and silver at the surface.



What is a torc?

A torc is a large ornament made
from precious metals or bronze,
and worn around the neck. Torcs
were common across Britain and
Europe during the Iron Age. Some
were very heavy and others
needed to be flexed so that they
could be placed around the neck.
Torcs are worn with the terminals
pointing forward and would be
uncomfortable to wear for long
periods. They may only have been
used on special occasions.




¥

A golden face
Ken Hill, Snettisham. Norfolk
100 BC

This torc is made from a single
sheet of flattened gold. The face
design on the end of the torc was
formed by hammering the back of
the gold sheet to create a raised

impression. The torc was broken
before it was deliberately placed in
the ground over 2000 years ago.
P&E 1991,0407.40
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How to see inside the torcs

X-ray images of some torcs help the
interpretation of complex structures by
revealing internal and obscured
features such as ancient repairs, the

hollow terminals and construction
details.




There is charcoal in some torcs

Some of the smaller bronze torcs have
charcoal as a core between the twisted
wires. Scientists have identified the
wood species as dogwood (Cornus

sanguinea) and alder (Alnus glutinosa).

Thin round twigs from these flexible
woods were used originally as the core
around which the torc wires were
tightly twisted and bent to the curved
shape during their manufacture.
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fI'ho Great Torc
Snettisham
Buried around 100 BC

This torc is one of the most i
elaborate golden objects from the
ancient world. It is made from gold
mixed with silver and weighs over
1 kg, Torcs are made from complex
threads of metal, grouped into
ropes and twisted around each
other. The ends of the torc were
cast in moulds and welded onto
the metal ropes. @
The Art Fund g‘r“‘a
5104022 <

u\



Objects found with the
Snettisham Great Torc
150-50 BC

These objects (a bracelet, a torc
terminal and a small gold coin) were
found tangled in the terminals of the
Snettisham Great Torc.

The coin is an important find
because it can help to date the other
objects.

P&E 1951,0402.2-4; C&M 1951,0507.1




Celtic Europe

Gold and silver in
Iron Age Britain

Before the days of banks, the earth was regarded as
the most secure hiding place for wealth. Until
coinage was introduced, gold was buried in the form
of torcs and occasionally other jewellery. In Iron Age
Britain gold was only used for personal ornament; no
vessels have been identified. It was seldom placed in
graves, but was carefully buried in hoards.

Hoards of gold torcs have mostly been found in East
- Anglia. Besides large deposits at Snettisham,
- Norfolk, there are six from Ipswich, Suffolk, and
1ers from Bawsey, Middleton and Sedgeford, all in
k. Elsewhere, discoveries have been made in




Hollow gold torc with buffer
terminals
350-200 BC

The knot demonstrates how soft
gold is to work as it was made
after the torc was finished
without using heat. Twelve
terminals from similar torcs were
found in Hoard F at Snettisham
(Case 19).



One of a matching pair of buffer
terminals and fragments of the
neck-ring of silver alloy torc
Buried about 75 BC

Bawsey, Norfolk

The torc had been deliberately cut
into lengths sufficiently small to fit
into an crucible for melting down
The fragments were recovered from
ploughsoil over several years

Treasure Trow
PRB 1985 124 1 + PRB 1990 34



Gold alloy torc with loop
terminals

Buried about 75 B
Middleton, Norfolk

The neck-ring was twisted in t
stages using four wires.




Celtic Europe

The Essen
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The Ipswich Torcs

Five gold torcs found together
Buried about 75 BC, near Ipswich,
Suffolk

All were made from two twisted solid
bars. Four have cast terminals
ornamented in high relief: they can
be paired but their patterns are not
identical.

Purchased with contributions from the National Art
Collections Fund, Goldsmiths Com y € Pilgrim T

£ i sy s pany and Pilgrim Trust
PRB 19691315




Fragments from a gold tubular
torc with globular terminals,
triangular gold alloy ingots and
British coins

Essendon, Hertfordshire

Ten coins had been wrapped in

part of the torc, otherwise the
artefacts were found separately in
the same field. Evidently two or
more gold hoards had been disturbed
by ploughing. The ingots are the
same shape and size as crucibles
used widely in the Iron Age for
casting metal.

Tronsure Trove
PR 104 4000

Gold and silver |
finger-rings
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Gold and silver V-shaped
finger-rings

400-200 BC

The people of Iron Age Britain
rarely wore finger-rings. These
two V-shaped rings were found in
Britain but may have been
imported from Continental

Europe, where the design is more
common.
Silver ring: Park Brow, Sompting, West Sussex

Presented by Major Tristram
BEP 1926,0313.12

Gold alloy ring: Chislet, Kent
BEP 2018,8003.1



Coins from the Essendon hoard

The 257 coins discovered at
Essendon represent the remains
of at least two large hoards.
One hoard contained some of
the earliest types of coins that
circulated in Britain and dates
to the mid first century BC.
The other consisted mostly of
coins of the British kings
Tasciovanus and Cunobelin
who ruled between about

20 BC and AD 40.
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Strand from a gold alloy neck-ring
made up of six twisted wires
Buried about 75 BC

Middleton, Staffordshire

PRB 1977 4-1 1
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~ring Silver alloy ring terminal from
a torc
Buried about 75 BC
Hengistbury Head, Dorset

The cast terminal still has a ceramic
core in Situ.

Deposited on loan by the Society of Antiquaries of London




The Winchester Hoard
75-25 BC

How the Winchester Hoard may have been worn

The hoard contains two sets of jewellery made of pure
gold. Each set has a necklace and two brooches that
were originally chained together.




How the Winchester Hoard may have been worn

The hoard contains two sets of jewellery made of pure

gold. Each set has a necklace and two brooches that
were originally chained together.

The jewellery was probably made for two important
people, perhaps a king and a queen. They lived at
about the same time as the Roman army, led by

Julius Caesar, conquered France and twice invaded
England in 55-54 BC.

The necklaces were crafted differently from other
torcs made in Britain at this time, such as those from
Snettisham or Ipswich. Roman jewellery-making
techniques were used and they were not decorated with
native Iron Age designs. It is possible that a Roman
craftworker made them. They showed how important
their wearers were and that they had contacts with the
Roman world and other parts of Iron Age Europe. Gold
brooches of this type were also rare. Only two other
Iron Age examples have been found in Britain.

The hoard was discovered by Kevan Halls scattered
in a ploughed field while he was metal detecting near
Winchester, Hampshire in 2000. It had been deliberately
buried for safe keeping or as a gift to the gods.

Purchased with the assistance of

NATIONAL HERITAGE

MEMORIAL FUND

TEB‘[ITISH

R

MUSEUM
FRIENDS




Part of a bronze bowl
25 BC-AD 50

Found near Winchester,
Hampshire, England

Part of the handle, in the shape of
a bird’s head, from a bronze bowl
The eyes are inlaid with silver

It is a Roman object, probabl
made in Italy
Kevan Halls, who found the
Winchester Hoard 500 metr¢

from the ne spot

It was found



Wrought iron frame with oxhead sacrificial table or altax
u.l,n,‘.mdl'\ oo L e Ten components were cut and forged from
La Téne 111 50-25 B(

Wel Burial B) H ordet iron bars. Two square horizontal stretchers
elwyn (Burial B) Hertfordshire

are secured to the legs with domed rivets
Found in the second, even richer cremation Heavy twisted iron wire decorates the
burial at Welwyn with silver cups and five lower legs. The horns were formed from
wine amphorae, its function 15 unknown bars threaded through each head-shaped
The frame may have been used to spit-roast terminal.

meat. Traces of wood preserved in the

corrosion may indicate that it was a
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Wrought iron frame with oxhead
terminals

La Téne I1I 50-25 BC

Welwyn (Burial B) Hertfordshire
Found in the second, even richer cremation
rial at Welwyn with silver cups and five

wine amphorae, its function is unknown

me may have been used to spit-roast

. Traces of wood preserved in the

corrosion may indicate that it was a

sacrificial table or altax
Ten components were cut and forged from
iron bars. Two square horizontal stretchers
are secured to the legs with domed rivets
Heavy twisted iron wire decorates the
lower legs. The horns were formed from

m]wmi

bars threaded through ea
rminal.
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Wrought iron frame with oxhead sacrificial table or altax

terminals Ten components were cut and forged from
Tene 111 50-25 BC R

La Téne III 50-25 B( iron bars. Two square horizontal stretchers

Welwyn (Burial B) Hertfordshire are secured to the legs with domed rivets

rates the

Heavy twisted iron wire deco

Found in the second, even richer cremation
burial at Welwyn with silver cups and five lower legs. The horns were formed from

wine amphorae, its function 15 unknown bars threaded through each head-shaped
The frame may have been used to spit-roast terminal.

meat. Traces of wood preserved in the Prosented
PRBE 1911 12

corrosion may indicate that it was a
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A wrought iron firedog The firedog comprises 13 cut, forged and
La Téne I 50-25 BC welded components, the basic H-shaped
Welwvn (Burial A), Hertfordshire frame being formed from bars slotted

together using mortice and tenon joints

Found in the cremation burial of a man of . ; :
It illustrates the mastery of torging

wealth and power with the paraphenalia for ’ :
swed by blacksmiths in the

techniques a

feasting, including imported metal vessels

and a wine amphora. Firedogs may have Iron Age. Firedogs were rare and prestigious
1ie 11 \ ; )
been used to spit-roast me objects which have been found in only tour

L ovVer an open l ' o T . ™

fire for the funeral feast. The oxhead ourials, all sited north of the river Thames
. . . . Pre ed by Ms AJ N

terminals with flaring horns are typical. PRE 1011 128 2
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Sword-blade impressed with a
crescent-shaped makers stamp
on the blade

La Téne 11250120 BC

Augsburg, Germany

Wduplidhiav g, o

The crescent may represent the
crescent moon.

PRBSGTIS



sedwith a
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ntoattach a
0 belt

ative effects used

Suspension chain to attach a
sword scabbard to a belt

La Teéne I 300-150 BC

From an inhumation grave at
Somsois, Marne, France

The front surfaces were ornamented

with circular punch marks,
PRI ML 1568

Special decorative effects used
for weapons

Dagger with stylised anthropoid hilt
400-300 BC

From the River Avon
PREMDISTS

Iron dagger with tin antennae

o i handle
mamented wit engraved scrolls
650-550 BC

Spain

PRb w274,




Celtic Europe

Art in northern Britain
after the Roman conquest

The Romans introduced new artistic ideas to
Britain, such as the representation of the human
body. Even after the Roman Conquest of AD 43
some people, particularly in northern England and
Scotland, continued decorating their objects with
traditional, abstract Celtic designs.

The Romans invaders were also inspired by native
Celtic art. This helmet dates to the Roman period

and features flowing Celtic decoration on the
neck guard.

oy

NORTH
SEA




Personal ornaments of
northern types

Beaded collar
AD 100-250
Lochar Moss, Dumfriesshire

The collar consists of a flat cast
segment completed with an
articulated section composed of fluted
beads with concave spacers originally
threaded onto bronze or iron wire. It
was found inside the bronze bowl
during peat-cutting.

Given by Thomas

PREBIES3 1152

Dragonesque brooch in cast bronze
with blue, red, yellow and white
enamel inlay

AD 50-200

Norton, North Yorkshire

PRB 186271 18

Cast copper alloy belt mounts
Cumberland

PRB 1898 618 16






AD 50-150

Helmet

n

-

e

in northern Britai

Possibly found

Wl

th repouss

Copper alloy helmet

ornament on the neck guard

Ori

-hatched studs
th opaque red glass

w1

ginally the cross

were covered

Given by Sir A W Franks
PRB 187212132



Iron sword with brass hilt fittings
and scabbard

Embleton, Cockermouth, Cumbria
AD 50 — 200

The cast hilt and scabbard fittings
are inlaid with red and yellow
enamel. The front plate and
suspension loop have engraved
decoration.

P & E 1870, 1013.6

Cotterdale Sword
Cotterdale. North Yorkshire
AD 50 - 200

Iron sword with brass hilt fittings
and scabbard with cast pierced
suspension loop.

Doposited on loan by the Society of Antiquarios of
London

Helmet
AD 50




Tankard

Near Brackley, Northamptonshire
AD 40-70

Tankards are wooden vessels with
bronze handles. They were used for
drinking alcohol, such as beer

or mead.

Archaeologists usually only find the
bronze handles of tankards from this
period as the wooden parts do not
survive. The dimensions of the bronze

bands on the Brackley tankard have
allowed us to reconstruct its original
shape and size.

This tankard was discovered on an
excavation in 1978. It was found at
the bottom of a ditch with pottery
remains. This helps us date the
tankard to around the time of

the Roman Conquest.
On loan from Mr & Mrs M. Patterson



Tankard Handles
50 BC — AD 60
These cast bronze handles were
originally attached to wooden
tankards. Unfortunately Iron Age
wood rarely survives. Tankard
handles vary in size and shape.

Many are beautifully moulded
and some have incised decoration.

Camerton, Somerset
P&E 1982,0103.119-120

Hod Hill, Dorset
P&E 1892,0901.486-7




Celtic Europe

Eating and drinking in
Iron Age Britain

Scientific research into the food residues found in
pots from this period tells us that people ate stews
and porridge. Some pots and wooden tankards were
used exclusively for drinking alcohol.

Feasting was an important political and social
activity in the Iron Age. The elaborate serving

utensils used at feasts helped hosts to impress their
guests, reinforcing status, wealth and power. At such
feasts people ate large quantities of meat and drank
wine, beer and mead.

Archacologists excavating the remains of
cauldrons found toy
Photo: Cosrtesy of

loast 12 bronze
¥ in a pit at Chiseldon, Wiltshire in 2006
Archacology




Handmade pots
300 BC-AD 43

People used handmade pots like
these to cook, store and serve
their food.

Coldham’s Common, Cambridgeshire
P & E 1870,1208.8

Glastonbury Lake Village, Glastonbury, Somerset
P& E 1951,0705.1
Donated by Somerset Archaeological Society



Bronze bowl
AD 100-250
Lochar Moss, Dumfriesshire

Raised from a single piece of bronze.
Found with the beaded collar when
peat digging.

Given by Thomas Gray
PRB 18531151



nd drinking 1n
» Britain

Bronze hanging bowl
25 BC-AD 75
Rose Ash, Devon

Hanging bowl raised from a single
sheet of bronze with a cast handle
mount in the form a stylised animal
head. The metal was so thin it
cracked and molten lead was poured
in to effect repair. Found by chance
during peat digging. Few bronze
vessels survive from the pre-Roman
period.

PRB 1961 107 1



Strongly defended homesteads
Hillfort dominated zone

Villages and open settlements

Enclosed homesteads 0 190 2(?0 km

9.10 In Britain in the second half of the first millennium BC it is possible to trace different types of
settlement pattern, suggesting broad zones in which the socio-economic systems were much the same.
There is a marked contrast between the west of the country and the east
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l Main hill-fort zones

:] Zones of smaller defended settlements

Cl Distribution of brochs «

I Distribution of duns «

Late Iron Age large undefended settlement
‘Territorial’ oppidum

Other oppidum

Other important defended site (hill-fort or broch)
Major ritual assembly place

Sculpted stone

eSO W P

Tribes in the 1st century AD

= Circulation of Gallo-Belgic coinage, ¢.120-60 B¢
= Northern limit of native coinage, c.AD 40

Mint

Area of Arras culture burials

=N

= Northern limit of late Iron Age cremation burials

; /

Migration of peoples

» Roman expedition under Julius Caesar (dashes
indicate conjectured advance)
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74 (above right) Artist's reconstruction of what the
Broch of Guerness may have looked like. The
short returns in the line of the outer wall look like
defensive measures to provide ‘raking fire' along
the wall face but there is little evidence of
warfare on Orkney at this time.




The Broch of Mousa



Broch: a circular drystone defensive structure of the Iron Age, with features of
considerable architectural sophistication, such as intramural galleries and

cells. The etymology is related to Old Norse: borg, castle.

»
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Brochs are mysterious features of Scottish archaeology. These two thousand year old stone structures
date from the Iron Age, and it is estimated that at least seven hundred brochs once existed across
Scotland. Most are now in a poor state of repair, but the most complete examples can only be said to

resemble the cooling towers of modern power stations.




Dun: drystone fortification of Iron Age or Early Historic date representing a
single homestead (Gaelic: dun, fort or fortification).
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9.21 A vehicle burial from Ferrybridge, West Yorkshire, during excavation by Oxford Archaeology
North. The vehicle was placed complete in the grave pit with the human body lying within it. The two
wheels are represented now by their iron tyres. The pole of the vehicle to which the horses were attached

can be seen in the front









9.20 The burial of prominent members of society accompanied by two-wheeled vehicles was a practice
adopted by a number of communities during the La Téne period (top map). In Britain vehicle burials
cluster in Yorkshire (with a few others beyond). In the same region square barrows, similar to those
on the Continent, were also common. The evidence suggests that the Yorkshire communities were in
contact with contemporaries in the Seine valley
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The Cerne Abbas Giant video










Astonishing new discovery made on the hillside near the Cerne Abbas Giant.

This may revolutionize all theories about ancient beliefs and rituals.
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9.32 By the middle of the first century BC the southern part of Britain was closely linked to the
Continent. The two main spheres of connectivity linked the south-west with Armorica and the south-
east with the Belgic region of Gaul. The central zone, focused on the Solent, seems to have received the
Belgic immigrants mentioned by Caesar, who may have come from the Seine valley




= Nucleated settlement
| B RO | [J Possible nucleated settlement

1.6 By the early first century Ap three distinct socio-economic zones can be recognized in southern
Britain. In the south-east the core zone had developed large settlements that can be regarded as towns
and was linked by trade to the Continent, now under Roman control. Beyond the core was a peripheral

zone of tribes who traded with the core and through whose territory raw materials and slaves from the
north and west of the country passed




9.25 Gold stater of Gallo-Belgic A type. These coins were minted in Belgic Gaul and brought to Britain

probably as gifts for the local elite. Gallo-Belgic coins served as models for British coinage
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.24 The distribution of Gallo-Belgic A coins, made in northern France, which reached Britain through
ystems of gift exchange in the second and early first centuries BC
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Late Gallic warriors, ¢.52 BC




Marius’ Legionary

Marius' reforms simply formal-
ised a growing trend for the
Roman army to become neces-
sarily more professional as Rome's
empire expanded. All legionaries
were equipped much as the
soldier (left). The helmets
shown on p. 109 — particularly
the “Montefortino type —

were all popular. Mail shirts
though expensive, became uni-
versal. Greaves disappeared,
except on centurions. The pilum,
scutum and gladius continued in

use, plus a dagger (pugio). Ano-
ther of Marius’ reforms was to
reduce the size of the baggage
train (impedimenta). The troops
thus had to carry much of their
gear, hence the wry descrip-
tion: “Marius’ mules". The sol-
dier is depicted in marching
order. In addition to the equip-
ment shown right, he has a bed-
roll and cloak, 3 or more days'
ration of grain and hard-tack,
and an entrenching tool virtual-
ly identical to modern ones. The
whole, including arms and armour,
weighed an estimated 80-100Ib
(35«44k?). Each squad (contuber-
nium) of 8 men was also allowed
one mule, which carried heavier
items such as the squad's leath-
er tentand mill-stones.

The Scutum (below)

Polybius describes the shield

as being curved, 24" (-66m)
wide, 44" (1-1m) long or more,
and as "thick as a palm.”
Archaeology bears this out,

but additionally shows that the
thickness of individual shields
might vary between -5--75"
(12:5-19mm). He continues,
“... of a double thickness (some-
times more) of planks glued
together ... a binding of iron
which protects it from cutting
strokes ... (and) an iron boss,
which deflects the more destru-
ctive blows ..." Its construction
thus resembled modern plywood.
It also had a leather cover.

The Caliga (right)

This heavy sandal was very
tough and long-wearing. The
sole consisted of several layers of
leather and was ¢ -75" (20mm)
thick and studded with hob-nails.
The upper was cut in one piece
and sewn up at the heel. The
front was laced up. In winter
they could be stuffed with cloth
or fur. for warmth. The Emperor
Gaius derived his nickname “Lit-
tle boot" (Caligula) from hav-
ing worn specially-made caligae
asa child.




LEGIONARY HELMET
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Map 1 Tribal Britain and

north Gaul at the time
of Julius Caesar
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Caesar’s Landing 55 BC video







Late one August afternoon in S5

BC, the'Roman army under Juliy
Caesar lands near the white cliffs, as
depicted in'Cassell's History of the
British People (1925).

 —




TRINOVANTES

CASAR'S RAIDS
FIRST 55 BC. 3 0 MmiLes 5]
SECOND 54 BC=s ¢ \yometRes 50 i

The legions come to Britain: Casar’s
tworaids of 55and 54 B.C. The second
raid reached Cassivellaunus’ capital




Caesar’s Landing 54 BC video







St

Caesar's invasion of Britain began from
Pegwell Bay in Kent, say archaeologists

Nearby excavations reveal remains of an ancient defensive base,
bones and iron weapons, which suggest bay as most likely landing
spot for Roman fleet

© Julius Caesar's army landing in Britain. Archaeologists believe that the wide, shallow Pegwell

Bay on Kent's easterly tip, is the most likely landing spot. Illustration: Alamy
Julius Caesar’s invasion of Britain was launched from the sandy shores of
Pegwell Bay on the most easterly tip of Kent, according to fresh evidence

unearthed by archaeologists.

Researchers named the wide, shallow bay the most likely landing spot for the



How Caesar reached Britain in 54BC

5 July, about midday Sunrise
Fleet reaches Pegwell Bay Britain sighted far to port.

Fleet rows with the turn of tide
s e

iy -

About midnight
Wind fails, fleet is
carried by the tide

e Calais

4 July, about sunset
Fleet sets sail ‘

10 km | The Channel

10 miiles

Guardian graphic | Source: University of Leicester
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ing all of the principal strongholds that might have been defended by the Britons (except Bigberry), minimizing
costly assaults and avoiding sieges for which he did not have the time.

7 « ', A
m Loose ’
r (=] [m] High Ro;:ks
Hascombe Dry Hill Camp
- S CAESAR
= = Saxonbury 3 ?f«“ 54 BC
E , i
‘Hammer Wood ,
S — cﬂ 7z
: - ~ é% y
The Trundle 5 Clssgury L - Cabu i‘m by
¥ e o) 7 40 ; B, thR\T\MP\
¥
B Single defences over 5 acres -
B Muitiple defences over acres Land not naturally suited to primitive occupation
s Single defences under 5 acres
o Character uncertain 0 10 20 30 40 miles
—> Caesar's approximate line of advance in 54 sc 0 20 40 60 km
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Bighury Camp - A Landscape with a History
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Bigbury Camp - A Landscape with a History

Bigbury Camp is the major prehistoric earthwork in the Canterbury area and up
until recently has been masked by the woodland of South Blean, part of one of
the largest areas of ancient woodland in Kent. Much of the ridge of high ground
to the west and north of the Stour valley and the City was covered by woodland.
This hill fort was first recognised in 1874, following discoveries of Iron Age tools.
A slave chain and domestic equipment were found within the southern interior
part of the structure. The finds are now held in museums at Canterbury, Maidstone
and Manchester.

Archaeological excavations over the last 80 years have revealed the extent of the
site and shown it to have been occupied from at least the later part of the first
century BC. The latest survey has shown that other earthworks linked to Bigbury
Camp extend south west beyond Chartham Hatch and into the rest of South

Blean Woods.

This hill fort is believed to be the site of Julius Caesar’s first battle in 54 BC as he
led his forces in the Roman invasion of Britain.

R e i s A m o t At~ AT P atmina. ARSI v AL U 1~ AR SN T S TT T
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Blean Woods.

This hill fort is believed to be the site of Julius Caesar's first battle in 54 BC as he
led his forces in the Roman invasion of Britain.

The illust.rai_.«i view depicts the hill fortin its prime. Much of the layout is
hypothetical but excavations have revealed some evidences to support
many theories. The bank climbing the hillside to the right is shown here as
originally topped by a fence as an outer defence to an annex within which a .
blacksmith’s workshop has been revealed and is shown here, in the centre of the ‘;
picture. Caesar describes the use of chariots, as shown here, and an iron = ¢
tyre of a wheeled vehicle is reported as found within the earthworks. The large §
building on the skyline is a gate presumed to have given access from the lower %
working area to the defended hilltop. The very path you stand on is likely to be the g
ancient route people used for centuries to get to the agricultural land you can -
glimpse through the trees behind you, now covered by hop gardens and orchards. g
o}
8
3

Kent Wildlife Trust has worked with English Heritage to restore this Iron Age hill

fort to the historical landscape of two thousand years ago. Seven hectares

of sweet chestnut coppice have been removed from -the_ site to reveal the
archaeological features. Hard working staff, volunteers and Inv_estock control the S %
coppice re-growth to retain the open wood pasture across the monument. o l
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Bigbury Hillfort
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These shackles were excavated at Bigbury Camp, Harbledown, Canterbury. During

this era, slaves would often be gathered by war lords during raids, and even be used

as gift exchange. Slaves were also exported to the continent, with these shackles
accompanied by others around their necks.




Battle across the Thames. Caesar’s
invading army clashing with native warriors
on the north bank of the river in 54 BC.

TRADERS



I: Ambush and Skirmish, Southern Britain mid 1st century B
(see plate commentary for full details)
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AD 43-47

1 Gesoriacum

2 Richborough
3 Colchester

4 Ratae

5 Verulamium
6 Corinium

7 Calleva

8 Chichester

9 Hamworthy

10 Topsham

: Frontier Zone

‘miles

Map 8 The Roman invasion and
early conquest of Britain







Lindow Man video










Lindow Moss, a peat bog near Manchester




in a peat-bog at Lmdow Moss, near 5'_ 1%;'5551“7 2§
in 1984. He died a violent death, st n
injuries before he was placed face do
the bog.

Lindow Man's discovery triggered an |
unprecedented scxentlﬁc mvestlganon.
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Lindow Man’s discovery trlggered an :J

unprecedented scientific mvesttgation,""‘ vhicl
ultimately led to his display at the Briti: "‘éf
Radiocarbon dating indicates that he w s ? '
sometime between 2 BC <119 AD, This means t
he was probably killed shortly before or aft T,_;f*a. 1
Roman conquest of this part of Iron Am» Jritai
in the early 60s AD. The Romans outlay ?;

sacrifice, but without a more precise date
we cannot say for certain whether this w en
likely reason for him to be killed. LlndOW' \ f

could also have been the victim of a violent crim
or an executed eriminal, o
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- ROMAN PROVINGE AD. 4781

<N T AVANCE AD.43
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Some main themes and conclusions....

“At the Edge of the World:” Britain’s location at the far west of the Eurasian land mass meant
that it would be late experiencing major changes in ways of life (new species of Homo, the

coming of agriculture, metallurgy, etc.)

. W‘\ g eren ST
1 The spread of

agricultural

settlement

bowl early farming

groups
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Some main themes and conclusions....

As an island, Britain often developed its own unique cultural features different from those of
the mainland (round houses, stone circles, cursuses, etc.)

A massive monument



Some main themes and conclusions....

Britain’s very diverse landscapes encouraged many different local adaptations of lifestyles.

—



Some main themes and conclusions....

New scientific techniques continue to produce fascinating new information, sometimes answering
guestions that have been asked for many decades...

...not just new fashions, but new peoples moving in.
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Beaker people 2500 BC



Some main themes and conclusions....

New scientific techniques continue to produce fascinating new information, sometimes answering
guestions that have been asked for many decades...

OSL (Optical Stimulated Luminescence) technology can tell when subsoil was last exposed to light,
thus allowing “geoglyphs” like the Uffington White Horse to be (approximately) dated.

Isotopic chemical analysis of teeth shows that the Amesbury Archer was born in central Europe, and
came to Stonehengein his later years.




Some main themes and conclusions....

There will continue to be fascinating new discoveries, findings, and conclusions drawn from new

evidence.
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