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The Late Roman Empire: 

                 Major changes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

—The Emperor was now a full autocrat, with no 

pretense of sharing power with the Senate. 

—The Empire was divided into eastern and western 

halves, each with its own (co-)emperor. 

—Intrusive government was strengthened at all levels, 

with authorities regulating everything from city 

governments to taxes to mandatory employment at 

professions passed on from father to son. 
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—After Constantine’s conversion, Christianity became 

the official religion of the Empire, gradually growing in 

influence and reducing the status of pagan religions. 

—The Army was reorganized, ending the old division 

between legions and auxiliaries and creating an entirely 

defensive system of local defense forces (limitanei) in 

fixed spots along with powerful mobile field armies, 

able to respond to crises at threatened points on the 

frontier. 

—Neighboring tribes and peoples (German and others) 

provided a growing part of the Army’s strength, either 

as personnel in the Army (including commanders) or as 

foederati (allied forces on call in case of emergencies). 







Statue of Constantine the Great, proclaimed Emperor at  

             this spot in Eboracum (York), AD 306. 



Eboracum (York), AD 306. 



Eboracum (York), AD 306. 
































































































