Britannia

Roman Britain from Caesar to Arthur
A

The Romans in Caledonia



Boudica did the Romans an enormous favour by showing
everyone that all she had to offer was destruction, mayhem, death

and ruin. She had not intended to offer them that, but that was how
1t turned out.

The proot'is in the pudding. There was no tribal rebellion of any
kind in southern Britain thereafter and the physical evidence every-
where is that the Roman way was widely accepted rather than
imposed. It is facile to believe that the disappearance of revolt after
61 was exclusively due to Roman oppression. The Romans were
good at oppressing people, but not that good. |

—Guy de la Bedoyere, Defying Rome, p. 72
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The debate over the pros and cons of Roman rule has been
going on for millennia. Were the burdens of that rule (taxes,
etc.) any worse than would have been the case under native
rulers?

Perhaps the greatest benefit of the Empire was peace. In
Britain as elsewhere, the Pax Romana put an end to the
incessant tribal and dynastic conflicts, from cattle raids to tribal

wars, that cost untold numbers of lives.



The names we have for the peoples and tribes of Britannia are
those used by the Greeks and Romans, and were in forms

easier for them to pronounce. What were the native Celtic
versions?

For the name Britanniaitself, there is an answer....
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NAMES AND PLACES....GAELIC, LATIN, OLD ENGLISH, MODERN ENGLISH
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CALEDONIA, CALEDONII (tribal grouping...Latin, pre-3™C.))

PICTI (Latin: tribal grouping, replacing Caledonii in 3™ Century)

PICTAVIA (Latin), PICTLAND (Modern English),

CRUITHEN, CRUITHENACH (Irish Gaelic for Picts)

ALBA (Gaelic for Scotland), SKOTIA, SKOTLAND (Old English), SCOTLAND (modern English)

P

PRETANI (Celtic: “painted people?”),
PRETANNIKAI, PRETANNIKE (Greek for Britain),

BRITANNIA (Latin for Britain)

CYMRU (Welsh for Wales), CYMRY (Welsh people)

BRYTHONIAID (alternative Welsh name for Wales, or Welsh for British)
»
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Celtic-speaking area, ¢.500 BC
Celtic expansion by ¢.277 BC
Early La Téne chiefdoms

Celtic migration, with date BC
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PEOPLES AND TRIBES OF NORTHERN BRITANNIA
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1st Century AD Legionary

A common soldier of ¢ AD 75-
100 is shown here. His heimet is
of the type known as “Imperial-
Gallic* and his armour is of the
segmented style which came into
service around AD 30-40. The
scuturh now has straight sides.
The design is one of those shown
on Trajan's Column, and is
probably that of a Praetorian
guard cohort. The two pila are of
the welgmed variety introduced
before AD 80. The gladius has
been slightly modified and now
has parallel sides and a short point
The conventional woollen tunic
and caligae are worn, together
with a scarf to prevent the neck-
plates chafing. Scarves quickly
became fashionable with the
auxiliaries, even though they wore
mail armour, not the plated sort
The cingulum is still worn, but the
beitfittings are now less elaborate
This trend towards simplification
was to continue in the second
century, with decorated studs
disappearing, the cingulum grow-
ing shorter, and eventually being
replaced by pteruges and the
armour becoming simpler. The
legionaries also began to wear
breeches beneath their tunics
like the auxilianes. The figure is
shown wearing the early type of
segmented armour, with elaborate
bronze hinges and strap-and-
buckle fastenings.

Lorica Segmentata (above)
The drawing shows the simpier
"Newstead" type of armour in
use from ¢ AD 75-80. The bronze
hinges have been replaced by
simple rivets, and the belt-and-
buckle fastenings by strong
hooks. The bottom two girdie
plates have been replaced by one
wide plate. The individual plates.
held together by internal leather
straps can be clearly seen. The
inset shows the front fastenings
in detail, This type of armour was
worn until the third century AD
or later. It must be emphasised
that obsolescence as we know
it did not exist in ancient times
and earlier styles of armourI 'allso
e remained in service in parallel
with this type.
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Only the wealthiest of nobles would have these weaponsand The men of Rome’s legions would wear this uniform.

armor. Ordinary warriors would be more simply equipped. Auxiliaries had other forms of armor and dress.
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The Scottish National Portrait Gallery
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Agricola and Germania




Gnaeus Julius Agricola

A statue of Agricola erected at the Roman Baths at

Bath in 1894

Born

Died

Allegiance
Years of
service
Rank

Commands
held

Battles/wars

Awards

13 June 40

Forum Julii, Gallia Narbonensis (now
Fréjus, France)

23 August 93 (aged 53)

Gallia Narbonensis (now Languedoc
and Provence, France)

Roman Empire

58-85

Proconsul

Legio XX Valeria Victrix
Gallia Aguitania
Britannia

Eattle of Watling Street
Battle of Mons Graupius

Qrnamenta triumphalia

Agricola (AD 40-93), Roman politician. Gnaeus Julius Agricola is the
most famous Roman governor of BRITAIN thanks to a detailed biogra-
phy, almost amounting to panegyric, by his son-in-law Tacrrus. His
distinguished career, spanning more than 25 years, included three
appointments in Britain: his first post was as a military tribune in
Britain (58-61); he commanded Legion XX (70-73/4) under Cerialis;
and, after holding the consulship in Rome (77/8), he became governor
of Britain (78-84). As governor he was almost constantly on cam-
paign — Tacitus admits Agricola was over-fond of military glory —
defeating the Ordovices (78) and the BRIGANTES, reaching the Tyne-
Solway (79), and occupying the Scottish lowlands (80). After building
roads and forts (81), he continued the advance into Scotland (see
CALEDONIA) (82/3), establishing a legionary fortress at Inchtuthil, and
defeated the Caledonians at Mons Graupius (84, site unknown). Re-
called by Domitian, who rightly considered his plans over-ambitious,
he spent the rest of his life in retirement in Rome. RJB

Hanson (1987); Mattingly and Handford (1970); Scullard (1979); Todd (1981).




Agricola’s campaigns

| ap78
Il Aap79
Il a0 80
IV a0 81

3
R ey =
et : 3

§ O 5 4
St I

Agricola’s campaigns

V a082
VI a083
VIl a0 84




Olnchtuthﬂ

Cargill

Fendoch™

Bertha A=
_— === Gask Ridgesg™
Dalginross Strzgeath
Ardoch
Bochastle™ .
Doune y ‘
N Roman Military Deployment
B o (Forth-Tay Frontier)
gMumrils AD 85
1 [0 Forth-Tay Frontier forts
0 .Castlecary l Glen Blocker forts
o [l W Clyde-Forth fort
Balmuildy  cadder yde-Forth forts




Muir-o-Fauld Watchtower. Today the Gask Ridge is covered in tall
trees. Whether this was the case in Roman times is disputed but
inevitably foliage would have been cleared as required.

e b y

vn as Kaims Castle the

Kaims Castle (Roman Fortlet). Knov % " e ?
earthworks of this Roman Fortlet are well preserved. Excavation of the Kirkhill Watchtower. Kirkhill is one of the best preserved towers

site showed the interior was originally paved but failed to reveal remaining. The clear view south is highly suggestive that the frontier
whether the structure dated from the late first century AD. it seems was intended to maintain a watch in that direction.

more probable that the fortlet was built concurrent with the
construction of the Antonine Wall in the mid-second century AD.
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The fort at Ardoch
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The fort at Ardoch constitutes the most impressive remains of any Roman
installation in Scotland. and is rivalled by the sites of few earth-and-timber forts
anywhere in the empire. This reconstruction depicts the Flavian fort, which
occupied an area of some 8.6 acres (c. 3.5 ha). After the abandonment of
Inchtuthil it formed part of the Gask ‘frontier system’ until that was abandoned in
the late 80s.At some stage during this period, according to an extant tombstone

(RIB 2213). the garrison was cohors | Hispanorum equitata. In the Antonine period
the fort was refurbished to serve as an outpost for the Antonine Wall, but had
been reduced to about 5.7 acres (c. 2.3 ha); although there is no epigraphic
evidence of the second century garrison, there was sufficient room for a cohors
milliaria equitata. It is possible that the Alauna Veniconum entry from Claudius
Ptolemaeus (Geographia 2.3.9) may be identified with the Ardoch site.







Ardoch Roman Fort and Marching Camps

AD 208, 62 acresprabably
assoclated with Sevarus and pre-
dating the larger replacemeant,

Agricola Marching Camp

Possibly AD 80:81.15 acres
expandedto 30 presumally to
supporta build up of troops.

Ardoch Fort

Circa-AD 83 rebuilt AD 138). &
acre fort for Auxiliary Regiment.
Reducedin size by re-built AD 128,

Ex peditionary Force

AD 209. 131 acra camyp for a large
jest, 30,000} expeditionary force
under Emperor Septimius Saverus.

Agricola Annexe/Camp

Faossibly AD 80/81, Approx 20acre
camp fora farce associatecwith
Agricola’s campaigns.

Antonine Camp

Circa-AD 138.5 acre camp
probakly hiousing the workforce for
the rebuilding of Ardoch Fort.




Inchtuthil Roman Fortress



Inchtuthil Roman Fortress
River Tay, AD 86
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Inchtuthil Roman Fortress



Inchtuthil Roman Fortress
River Tay, AD 86
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Inchtuthil Roman Fortress
River Tay, AD 86
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INCHTUTHIL ROMAN FORTRESS (SCOTLAND)
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There should be houses for six fribunes (one tribunus laticlavius and five tribuni angusticlavii) but only four are shown.

The house of the praefectus castrorum is not visible.
The praetorium was not built, but it would typically be Mediterranean in style with ranges of rooms built around an inner courtyard.
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Antoninus Pius (138-161 cg)
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The economy of Roman Britain

Roman Britain was divided into
two broad social and economic
zones. In the fertile lowlands of
the south and east a prosperous
agricultural economy based on
villas developed. Culturally, this
area became the most
Romanised area of the province;
it also became the most
urbanised area, though British

Rasowecas and industaes
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Gold
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o
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)

towns remained small compared
to those on the Continent. In the
high country of the north and
west, there were no villa estates;
these areas were valued as much
for their mineral resources as
their agriculture. Both farming
and settlement here showed
greater continuity with Iron Age
practices.
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104 (above) An Iron Age plough team at work.
The ‘plough’ is more strictly termed an ard
which simply scored the ground and did not
turn the sod. If the fields had been first ‘rooted
over' by pigs the ‘ploughing’ would have been
much easier. There is some evidence to suggest
that fields were ‘ploughed’ in two directions

at right angles better to break up the soil.
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49. (Above) A plough of the Roman type and a typical Iron Age ard. (Below) Farm implemen

from British sites: (a) oscillatory quern; (b) axe; (¢) billhook; (d) pruning hook; (e) mower’
anvil; (f) sickle; (g) scythe; (h) wooden hay-rake; (i) sheep shears; (j, k) iron bindings fo
wooden spades; (1) mattock or hoe.




48. A replica vallus, or harvesting machine, that was used at e putser Ancient rarm il
Hampshire. (Peter Reynolds)
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L1. Upton Lountry rark (DJOrsct):. a replica oI tne€ bunding excavated at UwCEr. 1nis represents

the most basic type of ‘cottage-house’ of the first century AD.
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Resources and industries
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Antonine Wall and Wt e (0
Military Way

Roman road with
traditional name

Roman road  _
(proposed)

Hadrian’s Wall and
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ROMAN ROAD CROSS-SECTION

Foundation layer of metalling Sumface layarafmetalling

Drainage ditches

25. Diagram of a ‘typical’ cross-section of a Roman road, showing the agger, drainage ditches and
stone metalling. All these elements help to protect the underlying ground from damage by

wheeled vehicles.
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PERSIAN EMPIRE

7

AD 230 ""I "» ,




,/A Separate empire of Gaul (260-74)

\“ Kingdom of Palmyra

1 with extensions 267-72

e
Ctesiphop
iy ra 272

m Dacia (abandoned in 270)

\\ Surrender of the Limes

. Legion camps

The Roman Empire in the 3rd cent.
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Christendom in & PaPacy

AD 362 & PATRIARCHATES

& highest ranking metropolitans
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1: Roman cavalry officer, c.AD 400
2: Roman cavalryman, c¢.AD 400
3: Sailors, Saxon Shore Fleet, 4th C

4: Junior officer, Roman infantry, early 5th C
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Roman Emplre
Independert British tribes
Diocetianic province
Provincisl capaal

Coonia

Legonary fortress

Orher fort or fartress {with or
without artillery bastions)

Fort of the Saxon Shore command
Watchtower
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Scotti {Irish) raids

Pictish raids

Saxon raids
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of Cheistian activity

Treasure haarg

, Humeliffe
A u_?ldsbmgh

)
| LEINSTER [
I
\

{
) 4
ko K
"
’ 4
)W\ P

. \ ‘ »
soke it 52 o 5t Mary
L PR < P
5 "Duenorans

Oceanus Britannicus

Oceanus

Germanicus

Late Roman Britain
As anisland, Britain
suffered less severely
from barbarian invasion
in the 3rd and zth
centuries than otner
areas of the empire, but
it was vuirerable to
raics oy Germanic, Insh
and Piclish pirates.
Imprassive forts, many
of which stll survive,
were built aleng the
Channel, North Sez and
Irish Sea coasts in the
later 3rd century. In Ihe
ath century these were
supplemented by walch.
towers. there may have
been miny mere of
these than presently
survive as there nas
been cons derable
erosien of the east
coast since Roman
times. Chrisuanity
begen 1o become estab-
lished in the sth certury
but paganism remaired
vIgoreus.
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End of Roman
Rule in Britain
383 -410

Based on jones & Maninﬁly's

Atlas of Roman Britain, Mattingly's
Imperial Possession, Higham's
Rome, Britain, and the Anglo-
Saxons, Snyder's Age of Tyrants,
and Frere's Britannia.
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Departure Dates

383 - final departure, the west & north

401 - final departure, Hadrian's Wall

407 - final departure, the southeast

409 - expulsion of Roman magistrates
from cities

410 - Rescript of Honorius




