Britannia:

Roman Britain from Caesar to Arthur
2. The Roman Conquest
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The main events of the history of Roman
Britain...and all the written sources.




A question about Caesar and his opponents:
How did they know about each other’s plans,
locations, numbers and movements? How did
those British warriors come to be at the White
Cliffs of Dover on the day that Caesar and his
fleet showed up?



A question about Caesar and his opponents:
How did they know about each other’s plans,
locations, numbers and movements? How did
those British warriors come to be at the White
Cliffs of Dover on the day that Caesar and his
fleet showed up?

"Will Have Been' Is the Future Perfect Continuous Tense

They will have been informed of each other’s
movements the way it was always done in
early times: spies, scouts, ordinary fishermen
or farmers reporting what they have seen,
rumors investigated....deliberate agents sent
out for information, or random/lucky
accidents!
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Polmcal gcogmphy of Bntanma on the eve of the Claudian invasion
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Adding Britain to the Empire

PARTHIAN EMPIRE

—Client kingdom or province: which was more

desirable?

—Timing and troops available:

...Augustus had plans drawn up but never found the
right moment (something always came up...).

...Tiberius never showed interestin this project, and
had conflicts on other frontiers to deal with.

...The unstable and eccentric Caligula moved his
legions toward an invasion, but called it off at the
last moment (had the troops gather seashells and
proclaimed a triumph over the Ocean!).



Claudius
Emperor, AD 41-54
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Adding Britain to the Empire

...Claudius, unexpectedly brought to power, lacked
a military reputation, needed to acquire one, had
legions available and no other crises to deal with,

and inherited the detailed plans drawn up in his
predecessors’ reigns. An excuse was provided
by quarrels between British tribal kings and
appeals for Roman aid by some of them.



The Soldiers of Augustus

At the end of the civil wars
Augustus inherited vast numbers
of legions, auxiliaries and allies.
He reduced them to 28 legions,
plus an equivalent number of
-auxiliaries. The colour illustration
shows a legionary ¢ AD 20. He
wears a "Coolus” helmet, (see

p 136). At this time plumes were
still worn in battle, but shortly
afterwards this practice ceased
and they were worn on parade
only. His armour is mail, which
continued to be worn b
legionaries as late as AD 100
and may never have been entirely
superseded. The military belt
(cingulum) has acquired a
dangling apron, which was
optional, and a second beltis worn
to carry a dagger (pugio), which

old scutum has been modified
(see p 148). His weapons are two
pila of similar dimensions (see

p 133) and a sword (gladius) with
long tapering point. All arms and
armour of this period are highly
decorated with silver, and black
enamel inlay (niello). He wears
the normal caligae on his feet and
his tunic is the dull-red woollen
type which had probably been
standard since the state began
issuing arms and clothing in
Marius’ day.

Auxiliary Infantry (below.
The solmer (leﬂ% ghown gm early

1st century AD funeral stelae. He
wears a simple version of a
legionary helmet and mail covered

by what is probably a soft leather
tunic. His shield is a flat Celtic-style
scutum. The other illustration
shows a Middle Eastern archer
from Trajan’s Column. He wears
the cheaper scale corslet and
typical Eastern helmet. He uses a
thumb-ring to draw his bow. Such
rings have been found as far
north as Carvoran on Hadrian's
Wall, where a unit of Syrian
archers was stationed.
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A romanticized view of the Roman landings at

Richborough....



Possibly the largest battle ever fought in
Britain....the battle of the Medway, AD 43
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Possibly the largest battle ever fought in
Britain....the battle of the Medway, AD 43
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BATTLE OF THE MEDWAY - DAY 1

On the first day of the Medway clash, there are two distinct attacks, the first of which

takes the Britons completely by surprise. Cassius Dio remarked: ‘the barbarians
thought the Romans would be unable to cross without a bridge; in consequence

they had camped in careless fashion on the far bank’ (60.20.2).

MEDWAY RIVER
~

HARROWAY

EVENTS
4. Seaingthe Romars entering tha Mecway, Britarnic war bands rush towards tha
1. Tha Cohortes Equitatas, actingas 3 dhersion, Move fowards the Reman ket and ford to challanga Legio Il Augusta.

Swh atmariieile ey 5. Tha Cohortes Equiatas safaly raach the west bank, and fal upon tha ariving
2. Caughtunawares, some of the Brkannic charicts hurdadly swing towards thelr drarlots, dabiing the hors es. With thalr charlots rendared Incperative, the
15t 73N ttempt to Intsecapt the Roman audltris. Edtons panic.

3. Intha meantims, Vespasianus kads tha Lagho Il Augusta towards the Roman Vespastanuss 3nd tha Lagio 11 Augusta faca st oppozition from the amving war
right, and Initiatas the croszing of the Medway va tha Hamoway ford. Thalegion banvks, as they fight thar way acress the ford. Come rightfall Lagh Il Augusta

k& supportad by the Ala Gallorum Indlara. @gs Inon the wast bark and Jwalts tha dawn. Note: the area shown ks spproximatsly 3km x 43km
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LEGIO Il ALMGLUSTA SPEARHEADS THE ASSAULT ACROSS THE MEDWAY
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EVENTS

AN Hpshm and the Legio | Augm: remain In thelr ovemight position, hoking
tha west end of the Haroway
2. Tre Cohortes Equitataa 3t 2 2 blocking forcerorth of the. nnv posttion.
Britannic war bands and war dharkots shadowtha awdltarks. 4

3. Onaof ths thrsa ramaining kglons (VIll HEpana XI1 Gamina, or XX, kd by
Heakdus. moves towards the Hamoway

us Gata, #ord It passes through Vespastanus’ L 8
m swings rorth Jong the west bark of the Medway and launches an

Tha fighting batweoan Britore and Romars s flerca. Hoskdlus Geta Is aimost taksn,

but hs men rally arcund him, and renew thelr fforts againat the war bands.

Evertually, Togodumnus and Caratacus raaltma Jl ks up, and quitthe bartiencid
with thelr suriving war bands and war chariots. Aulss Plauthss hokds Ns pesition
32lng tha Medway.

BATTLE OF THE MEDWAY - DAY 2

On the second day, Hosidius Geta leads an attack northward along the west bank of
the river. Although the Romans secure a crossing of the Medway, they fail to land a
crippling blow on the Britons.

HARROWAY

Note: tha araa shown b spproximately 3km x 43km
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In this scene, Roman auxiliaries from a cohors equitata (1) are
crossing the Thames. The troopers swim beside their horses,
each with a foot soldier in tow. Both horse and foot are wearing
their body armour (2), but helmets, weapons and shields (3) are
secured to the horses. Waiting on the north riverbank are a cloud
of Britannic slingers (4, mainly young men), while behind them
chariots wait to engage (5). As they make their way across the
river, the auxiliaries, lacking shield and helmet, suffer losses from
a constant shower of incoming sling stones.
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Camulodunum-Colchester before and after Ap 43
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CLAUDIUS ARRIVES IN BRITANNIA AMID POMP AND CIRCUMSTANCE



Despite his physical disabilities and discerning eccentricities,
Claudius was nobody’s fool, though of all the family only Augustus
himself evidently recognized this. Claudius was an avid reader,
wrote numerous histories and literary works and was easily the
most learned of the lulio-Claudian dynasty. Few knew this, of
course, for most dismissed him as weak-minded. Robert Graves'
brilliant fictional characterization of Claudius in [, Claudius and
Claudius the God as an essentially benign man with a razor-sharp
intellect has tended to dominate the wider public’s view of the
emperor. Close scrutiny of the literary sources, however, reveals a
somewhat different kind of man. In addition to his scholarly and
cautious nature, he had a cruel streak, as suggested by his addiction
to gladiatorial games and his predilection for watching executions
(Suet. Claud. 34). Worse, he drank and gambled too much.

In this scene, Claudius (1) is riding atop an Indian elephant
(2, Elephas maximus), with its telltale bulging forehead, small
ears and tusks (though for the emperor’s safety, they have been
removed), and arched back. It carries a turres (3) and is controlled

by an Indian mahout (4) armed with a sharpened goad with a
pointed hook. Beside the emperor is Aulus Plautius (5), the
commander of the invasion army. Behind them is the emperor's
lictor (6).

Escorting the elephant is a cohort of Praetorians (7) under
the Praetorian prefect Rufrius Pollio (8). Would it be wide of the
mark to imagine Claudius using a domesticated stately elephant
for a ceremonial ride to enter Camulodunum-Colchester? As
an avid antiquarian, Claudius was well aware of the fact that
war elephants had been a terrifying (if uncontrollable at times)
feature of Hellenistic and Punic armies. He would also have been
familiar with the spectacular campaigns of Hannibal in Italy, and
the possibility that this great general had once ridden an Indian
elephant called Surus. We shall never know for sure, but we
may borrow that line from Graves where he has Claudius recall:
‘| travelled on elephant-back like an Indian prince’ (Claudius the
God, ch. 20).
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Campaigns under Aulus Plautius
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Caratacus fled to western Britannia, where for nine i
years he inspired and led a campaign of resistance by ¢
the western tribes. ]
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ROME
AGAINST
CARATACUS

Coin of Caratacus

51 AD Pursued by the Romans,
Caratacus flees to the West
Country. The Romans then defeat
him in battle in the lands of the
Ordovices. He escapes and seeks
refuge with the Brigantes in the
north. The Brigantes’ queen,
Cartimandua, honours her
treaty with Rome and betrays
him. He is handed over in
chains. Later, Caratacus is
pardoned and set free in Rome.

. ATREBATES ) I



Caratacus at Claudius’ Triumph

[ had men and horses, arms and wealth. What wonder if I parted with them
reluctantly? If you Romans choose to lord it over the world, does it follow
that the world is to accept slavery? (Caratacus, in Tac. Ann. 12.36)

26

A

Seized and sent to Rome in chains, where he was to be pardoned by Claudius,
Caratacus asked a question of imperialism famous for its irony: ‘You have
so much; why do you covet our poor huts?’ (Dio 61.33.3).
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Vespasian

Titus Flavius Vespasianus

Commander of Legio Il (and future emperor,
though he could not have dreamed of that in
AD 43).



An earlier form of the eastern gateway

Reconstruction of a hut interior
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Floor plan of the later Roman temple
and house located in this area (c.AD 380)

Maiden Castle







An earlier form of the eastern gateway

Reconstruction of a hut interior

35 et sz
Floor plan of the later Roman temple
and house located in this area (c.AD 380)

Maiden Castle




Reconstruction of a hut interior




Celtic light infantry types,
1st century BC/1st century AD




An earlier form of the eastern gateway

Reconstruction of a hut interior

= . -
Floor plan of the later Roman temple
and house located in this area (c. AD 380)
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Floor plan of the later Roman temple
and house located in this area (c. AD 380)
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Continuing questions:

—where to draw the line?
—how much of Britannia was worth
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The Roman Empire at the death of Claudius AD 54
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For four centuries, the gateway to Roman Britain....

Richborough (Rutupiae)















For four centuries, the gateway to Roman Britain....

Richborough (Rutupiae)




The Roman Empire at the death of Claudius AD 54
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