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In recent years London’s Natural History Museum

and British Museum have held special exhibitions

about the British past. These excellent books were
published in connection with those exhibitions.
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Duncan Garrow and Neil Wilkin

Iron Age, 1000 BCE—Present

Paleolithic and Mesolithic, 900,000—4000 BCE Neolithic and Bronze Age, 4000—1000 BCE

These three volumes cover all of British prehistory.



If you want to receive essays and articles,

please send your email address to—

fchriste@illinois.edu
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A special treat: Winston Churchill’s four-volume
“History of the English-Speaking Peoples” was
reprinted in 1970 as a series of magazines (one
Churchill chapter per issue). These magazines
contained lavish illustrations as well as four or five
additional essays by experts, amplifying or adding
to Churchill’s writings.
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Those who kept all the issues could put them in
binders.
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The first four chapters/issues dealt with Roman
Britain and its aftermath, and will be emailed to
you if you wish to receive them.

Note: The Parkland College Library has the

complete set, in their own binders (five instead of
seven).




FICTION—HISTORICAL NOVELS AND STORIES

Stephen Baxter, Emperor (2006)...."Time’s Tapestry,” Book One (of four)
..excellenit  pertrayval of Romam  Britain's  decisive  momenis  over fowr cenfuries.
The novel’s episodes are tied together by a science-fictional element (mysterious prophecies attempting fo
influence the course of history), but the book can be read as a stand-alone historical novel.

Futh Downie, Medicus (2008), Terra Incognita (2009), Persona Non Grata (2010), Caveat Emptor (2011),
Semper Fidelis (2013), Tabula Rasa (2014), Vitas Brevis (2016). Memento Mori (2018)
-...Roman whodunniis, with murder mysieries solved jand adveniures endured) by a Roman docior
assigned to the Twentieth Legion in Britannia.

Alfred Duggan, The Little Emperors {1933)
-...the end of Roman rule in Britannia c.410 AD, as seen by a governmenti official in a dissolving society.
Alfred Duggan, Conscience of the King (1951)
....the founding of Wessex and the age of Arihur ¢. 300 AD, as described by a king with no conscience ait
all.

Fudyard Eipling, “A Centunon of the Thirtieth™
“On the Great Wall™
“The Winged Hats™
....three conmecied stories from Puck of Pook’s Hill (1906, many reprints). Puck, the “oldesi Old Thing
in Britain,” calls up characters jrom English history to tell their stories to two children. Parnesius, a
Roman soldier, describes the rebellion of Magnus Maxinus and the defense of the Great Wall, ¢. 380 AD.

Fosemary Sutchff, The “Foman Bntan™ Tnlogy (combined as a single volume, Three Legions):
The Eagle of the Ninth {1954)
..classic Young Aduit novel. A young Roman jouwrneys beyvond the Wall inio barbareus Caledonia, fo
recover the legionary siandard {and the honor) of his father's destroyved Legion.
The Silver Branch (1957)
....wo cousins are caught up in the rebellion of Carausius, c. 290 AD.
The Lantern Bearers (1939)
... YOUNg man tries to survive during the turbulent vears after Rome s departure and the arrival of the
Anglo-Saxens, ¢. 410-440 AD.
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3in” downloads are st

plli.illinois.edu - /downloads/courses/2022 Spring Courses/.

[To Parent Directory]

2/1/2822 138 38482849 Ancient Britain
2/8/2022 1559 16386585 Ancient Britain
2/16/2822 129 27938319 Ancient Britain
2/22/2822 186 15565837 Ancient Britain
3/1/2822 T} 31349386 Ancient Britain
3/8/2822 t14 26611459 Ancient Britain
3/15/2822 182 25622556 Ancient Britain 7 Celtic Britain.pdf
3/23/2822 133 25133929 Ancient Britain Celts and Romans.pdf
1/31/2@22 152 318521 Ancient Britain reading list.pdf
1/31/2e22 152 438618 Ancient Britain Syllabus, Spring 2@22.pdf
12/13/2821 132 61538661 British Museum, Ancient Britain galleries.pdf
3/15/2822 135 152146459 Mussum of the Trom fge, Andover.pdf
2/22/2822 183 43145889 The Wiltshire Museum, Devires.pdf

Geology and Early Humans.pdf
After the Tce.pdf

Shaping the Landscape.pdf
The Age of Astroncmy.pdf
Stonehenge and Beyond.pdf
From Bronze to Ircn.pdf
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Three good short books, published by English




....and two more, on our topic.
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Physical Map of the British Isles.

Long. ) West of B_Greeme.

The landscape of Britain has been decisive in
shaping all the human cultures that have

developed there.
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This timeline summarizes all the main developments of British prehistory from
5000 BCE.
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Some main themes and conclusions....

“At the Edge of the World:” Britain’s location at the far west of the Eurasian land mass meant
that it would be late experiencing major changes in ways of life (new species of Homo, the

coming of agriculture, metallurgy, etc.)

. W‘\ g eren ST
1 The spread of

agricultural

settlement

bowl early farming

groups

site of excavated

farming village
modern state

SPAIN

.
Hembury




Some main themes and conclusions....

As an island, Britain often developed its own unique cultural features different from those of
the mainland (round houses, stone circles, cursuses, etc.)




Some main themes and conclusions....

Britain’s very diverse landscapes encouraged many different local adaptations of lifestyles.

—



Some main themes and conclusions....

New scientific techniques continue to produce fascinating new information, sometimes answering
guestions that have been asked for many decades...

...not just new fashions, but new peoples moving in.
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Neolithic farmers 4000 BC Beaker people 2500 BC



Some main themes and conclusions....

New scientific techniques continue to produce fascinating new information, sometimes answering
guestions that have been asked for many decades...

OSL (Optical Stimulated Luminescence) technology can tell when subsoil was last exposed to light,
thus allowing “geoglyphs” like the Uffington White Horse to be (approximately) dated.

Isotopic chemical analysis of teeth shows that the Amesbury Archer was born in central Europe, and
came to Stonehengein his later years.




Some main themes and conclusions....

There will continue to be fascinating new discoveries, findings, and conclusions drawn from new
evidence.







See you our pastures wide and lone,
Where the red oxen browse?

0 there was a City thronged and known,
Ere London boasted a house.

And see you, after rain, the trace

Of mound and ditch and wall?

0 that was a Legion's camping-place,
When Caesar sailed from Gaul.

And see you marks that show and fade,
Like shadows on the Downs?

0 they are the lines the Flint Men made,
To guard their wondrous towns.

Trackway and Camp and City lost,

Salt Marsh where now is corn-

Old Wars, old Peace, old Arts that cease.
And so was England born.




Physical Map of the British Isles.
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D: Fostering and Clientage, Southern Britain Early 1st century AD
(see plate commentary for full details)
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POLYBIUS

[ HE RISE OF THE
ROMAN EMPIRE

... For who 1s so worthless or indolent
as not to wish to know by what means and
under what system of polity the Romans in less
than 53 years have succeeded 1n subjecting
nearly the whole inhabited world to their sole

covernment, a thing unique in history?”

Polybius
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Why Rome?

For millennia, historians have debated the reasons for Rome’s
success in creating a long-lasting empire. Here are some of

the most often mentioned items.

—Miilitary effectiveness: the Roman Army was the most
disciplined and efficient of all, and could incorporate

conquered peoples into its ranks.

—Political effectiveness: at firstincorporating all of Italy, then
bringing conquered provinces into the empire by coopting

their ruling elites into the Roman system.

—Economic expansion: empire produced wealth in the form

of taxes and exploitation of economic resources, used to pay
for the armies and government (and lifestyles of the ruling

elite).

Rome became the most powerful state in the world by the first century BCE through a
combination of military power, political flexibility, economic expansion, and more than a bit
of good luck. This expansion changed the Mediterranean world and also changed Rome
itself



Roman Citizenship—Rights

Ius suffragii: Thenght to vote in the Roman assemblies.

Ius henorum: The nght to stand forcivil or public office.

Ius commereii: The night to make legal contracts and o hold properdy a5 & Boman citizen.
Ius gentivm: The legal recognition, deweloped in the 3rd century BC, of the growing
intemational scope of Foman afisirs, and the need for FRomsan law to desalwith situstions
between Roman citizens and foreign persons. Theiusz gentium was therefore a Roman legal
codification of the widely sccepied intemnational law of the tinme, and was based on the highly
developed commercial law of the Greek city-stetes and ofother martime powers.” The rights
afforded by the us gentium were considerad to be held by all persons; it is thus s concept

of hurnan rights rather than rights attached to citizenship.

Ius conubii: The right to heve s lawful msmage with s Roman citizen asccording to Romen
principles.” to have the lkegal ightsof the paterdfamiiaz over the family, and forthe children of
any such mamsgeto be counted as Roman citizens.

Ius migrationis: Thenght to preserve oneg's level of citiizenship upon relocafon to

& palis of comparable status. Forexample, members of the civez Romani [see balow)
raintained their full civitas when theymigrated to 8 Romsan colony with full ights underthe lsw:
a8 codonia eivium Romanorum. [ ating alsohad this right, and maintained their ive Lafiif they
relocated to s different Latin state or Latin colomy (Latina eolonia). This ightdid nof presernve
one's level of citizenship shoukld one relocate to a colony of leeserlegal status; full Roman
citizens relocating to & Lafna coloniawere reducedto the level of thejus Lati, and such a
rrigration and reduction in ststus hed tobe a voluntarny ad.

The right of inmnunity from some taxes and other legal obligsations, especially local rules and
regulstions.F

The rightto sue in the courts and the right to be sued.

The right to have a legal trisl (to appear before 5 proper courtand to defend oneseif).

The right to appeal from the dedsions of magistretes and to appeal the lower court decisions
Faollowing the eary 2nd-century BC Porcian Laws, 8 Roman citizen could not

be tortured orwhipped and could commute sentencesof death towoluntary exile, unless hewas
found guiltty of tre.ason

If accused of treason, & Roman citizen had the ight to be tredin RBome, and even if sentenced
to death, no Roman citizen could be sentenced to die onthe cross.,

Romen citizenship wasrequired in order to enlistin the Roman legions, but this was sometimes
ignorad. Citizen soldiers could be basten by the centurions and senior officers for reasons related to
disgipline. Mon-cifizens jpined the Auxlis snd gained citizenship through service.
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The legions come to Britain: Caesar’s raid of 55 B.C.
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Late one August afternoon in 55
BC, the Roman army under Julius
Caesar lands near the white cliffs, as
depicted in'Cassell’s History of the
British People (1925).
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Caesar’s Landing 55 BC video
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Caesar’s Landing 54 BC video
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Mar g. East Kent, 54 B.c.: Caesar’s landing, intentions (thin arrows) frustrated by wrecking of
fleet, and march with main army (broken line). @ = British hillfort, ® (ringed) = stormed by
Caesar; X battlefield; 1, 2, 3, his successive camps; = ford ; — - — British ridgeway; stipples, land above

200 and (closer) 400 ft.; woodland inferred from geology ; coastlines adapted from Sonia Hawkes 1968.
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Caesar's invasion of Britain began from
Pegwell Bay in Kent, say archaeologists

Nearby excavations reveal remains of an ancient defensive base,
bones and iron weapons, which suggest bay as most likely landing
spot for Roman fleet

© Julius Caesar’s army landing in Britain. Archaeologists believe that the wide, shallow Pegwell
Bay on Kent's easterly tip, is the most likely landing spot. Illustration: Alamy

Julius Caesar’s invasion of Britain was launched from the sandy shores of
Pegwell Bay on the most easterly tip of Kent, according to fresh evidence
unearthed by archaeologists.

Researchers named the wide, shallow bay the most likely landing spot for the
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Mar g. East Kent, 54 B.c.: Caesar’s landing, intentions (thin arrows) frustrated by wrecking of
fleet, and march with main army (broken line). @ = British hillfort, ® (ringed) = stormed by
Caesar; X battlefield; 1, 2, 3, his successive camps; = ford ; — - — British ridgeway; stipples, land above
200 and (closer) 400 ft.; woodland inferred from geology; coastlines adapted from Sonia Hawkes 1968. ;



Julius Caesar's Britain invasion site
‘found by archaeologists’

® 4 hours ago  England P 325 f ¥y © [ < Share

Archaeologists from the University of Leicester believe the ditch was part of a large fort in Kent

Archaeologists believe they may have uncovered the first evidence of Julius o > > 47 5

’ S
Caesar's invasion of Britain in 54BC. i 4 M London

Margate

.

" Pegwell Bay“

»,

Julius Caesar's invasion of Britain came almost 100 years before Claudius's successful conquest in
AD43




The point of a Roman pilum found in the defensive ditch at Ebbsfleet. Photograph: University of Leicester/PA




UNIVERSITY OF LEICESTER

Archaeologists believe the fort may have covered an area up to 200 hectares in size

UNIVERSITY OF LEICESTER

The defensive ditch is about two metres deep
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Fig. 49 Bigbury (Bigberry) Camp, Harbledown, Kent




SLAVERY. Iron gang-chain from the hill-fort at Bigberry, Kent. Slaves were among the principal exports of
Britain listed before the Roman conquest by Strabo. Huge numbers, captured in war or bought, entered the
Roman empire. They were a major factor in trade, forming an important element in the prosperity of the British

rulers in contact with Rome.
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J: The Spoils of War, Gaul early 1st centu:
(see plate commentary for full de
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CAESAR’S ADVANCE TO THE THAMES in 54 BC was probably along a route north of the North Downs, bypass-

ing all of the principal strongholds that might have been defended by the Britons (except Bigberry), minimizing
costly assaults and avoiding sieges for which he did not have the time.
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Battle across the Thames. Caesar’s
invading army clashing with natwe warrors
on the north bank of the rwer in 54 BC.




| THE ADVANCE TO THAMES AND LEA
54 B.C.
FOR OBTAINING ACCESS TO THE
TRINOVANTES
Relevant British forts, S. of Thames @
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Battle % ; Ford =
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Map 10. Caesar’s advance to the Thames, and through Cassivellaunas’s lands to the Lea. =ford; stipples, land above 200
and (closer) 400 ft.




I: Ambush and Skirmish, Southern Britain mid 1st century B
(see plate commentary for full details)
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legionaries during Caesar’s expedition to Britain. South-east
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The Soldiers of Augustus

At the end of the civil wars
Augustus inherited vast numbers
of legions, auxiliaries and allies.
He reduced them to 28 legions,
plus an equivalent number of
-auxiliaries. The colour illustration
shows a legionary ¢ AD 20. He
wears a "Coolus” helmet, (see

p 136). At this time plumes were
still worn in battle, but shortly
afterwards this practice ceased
and they were worn on parade
only. His armour is mail, which
continued to be worn b
legionaries as late as AD 100
and may never have been entirely
superseded. The military belt
(cingulum) has acquired a
dangling apron, which was
optional, and a second beltis worn
to carry a dagger (pugio), which

old scutum has been modified
(see p 148). His weapons are two
pila of similar dimensions (see

p 133) and a sword (gladius) with
long tapering point. All arms and
armour of this period are highly
decorated with silver, and black
enamel inlay (niello). He wears
the normal caligae on his feet and
his tunic is the dull-red woollen
type which had probably been
standard since the state began
issuing arms and clothing in
Marius’ day.

Auxiliary Infantry (below.
The solmer (leﬂ% ghown gm early

1st century AD funeral stelae. He
wears a simple version of a
legionary helmet and mail covered

by what is probably a soft leather
tunic. His shield is a flat Celtic-style
scutum. The other illustration
shows a Middle Eastern archer
from Trajan’s Column. He wears
the cheaper scale corslet and
typical Eastern helmet. He uses a
thumb-ring to draw his bow. Such
rings have been found as far
north as Carvoran on Hadrian's
Wall, where a unit of Syrian
archers was stationed.
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An earlier form of the eastern gateway

Reconstruction of a hut interior




Reconstruction of a hut interior




Celtic light infantry types,
1st century BC/1st century AD




An earlier form of the eastern gateway

Reconstruction of a hut interior
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Floor plan of the later Roman temple
and house located in this area (c. AD 380)
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Floor plan of the later Roman temple
and house located in this area (c. AD 380)




Oceanus

Germanicus

Lease Rigg

eanus Burrow-in-
Lonsdale #

EE A

Anglesey
AD 60

Wheathampstead

. Cirencester,
T A *

purotriges
Hod Hill

- H
= Taerledn Charter-
house

OQceanus Britannicus

Y : e



Forties Ap
Client
kingdoms

Roman
occupation

Cogidubnus













~:‘:’v )
it

— 4-.;_3\'-_-..?3‘ =

~ Claudianatches \




The brief interlude of Romanization totally
failed to bring about any lasting change in the
British Isles. The Roman urban system was al-
ready showing signs of failure within a century

of its imposition and by the fourth century ad it

could be argued that native systems of social and
economic organization were beginning to reassert
themselves beneath the thin veneer of Roman-
ization. The situation which developed in the
fifth and sixth centuries ad, even allowing for the
influx of new settlers from the Continent, was not
at all unlike that of the third and second centuries
be. Only by the seventh and eighth centuries had
British society begun to reach the level of develop-
ment of the early first century ad. The only effect
of the Roman interlude, and the Germanic incur-
sions which followed, was to deflect and retard
the natural growth of British society for more
than half a millennium.




