Fishbourne Roman Palace




The most successful of the “client kings” was
Cogidubnus of the Atrebates (or was it Togidubnus?
The first two letters are missing on an inscription
providing his name!). He was allowed to take the name
“Tiberius Claudius Cogidubnus.”

He was unswervingly loyal to Rome during his long
reign, and the huge palace at Fishbourne may well have
been his residence.
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Fishbourne is the largest Roman palace north of the
Alps....larger than today’s Buckingham Palace.



Roman cemetery
Roman villa
Palace

Amphitheatre

Tile factory

Atrebatic coins
Iron Age site
Roman road

Linear earthwork

A, Westhampnett

Noviomagus Regnensium

Tidal mudflats




The Entrance Hall
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The Formal Garden

In the centre of the Palace was a large
formal garden laid out with paths,
box hedges, trees, flowering shrubs
and fountains.

The reconstruction here is based

on evidence from the 1960s
excavations, which revealed the plan

of the original garden.




The Shoreline

When this model was made in
1968, it was believed that the
shoreline was where it is shown here,
but later excavations suggest it was
at least 150m further south and the
land between was laid out as an
informal garden.
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Mosaic

”H\ second century corridor

ol 22 alternating red and qQre
diagonal crosses made up of
or red. Subsidence. bllsteri 1 and

agriculture have made the Datte







j i'\ |)(:1 l"l\f

re are only a few pieces of this late first-cent
left. Most of it was destroyed when the
ung system (hyg 1wst) was built
squares, vith black hine

d some small areas of red and ¢
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This beautiful mosaic was laid in the mid secon
century. Cupid, with his trident, rides a dolphu
flanked by sea-horses and sea-panthers. You can ai

see scallop shells and wine vases, approprate
in a dining room Look for the small black bird
farther vine-tendril border. It may be the mosa

trade mark. Note also the ‘doormat

of design marking the entrance
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These fragments of late first-century black and w
geometric mosaics were discovered in 1987
€xcavations in a private garden over what was

the southern end of the west win.

9. They were
here for their safety.













*Isis of Paphos’

Margaret Camney
NFS

On a visit to Cyprus, | saw the stunning
mosaios al the World Hentage siie i

Paphos harbour.  There was alwo the
damaged marble head of & statue of las
It was stll beantiful | owas wspiees]
recreate her in mosaie, heeping o the
classical style as far as posaible sy was
the gosddess of many things including the
moon andd Springume. During  Festival
times, the Romans woold bodeck the
satues  In jewmellery w0 | thought
designing soune fiw her was appropnae.
















Look for the quince growing in our plant garden

The fruits wore eaten, usually cooked, and were
regarded as being good for stomach



us ornamentally

. just like the

gardens 1o line paths
one you can see in our gardon today.
The roots ware cooked and applied to burns.

The Romans also used acanthus medicinally.
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The Romans like 1o plant acanth
in formal
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BAY
Laurus nobilis
4 Sacred to Apollo. A symbol of victory '
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LETTuces™ %S4 < - GARLIC
Lactuca sativass ~Ad Allium sativum
Used to ai¢ sleep and culm ".,1‘!‘ 14 =L Given raw to cure madness

Ch.

HYSSOP
Hyssopus officinalis
Used to purify temples



You are standing on the line of the central pathway which
divided the garden into two halves. It led from the entrance
hall, behind, to the audience chamber, ahead of you.




You are here




The single tree in front of you has been planted where
archaeologists found a 0.76m dia pit which they thought
was probably a Roman tree planting pit. We do not know
the species of the original tree, but we have planted an Italian






26. The palace at Fishbourne (West Sussex), as it may have looked in about AD 75. (Fishbourne
Roman Palace/Sussex Archaeological Society)
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