The Franco-Prussian War
7
From Metz to Paris:
War against the Empire,
War against the Republic



MUSEUM OF THE FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR
AND THE ANNEXATION AT GRAVELOTTE

Period : 2nd Republic / 2nd Empire, Varia

The Museum of the Franco-Prussian War
and the Annexation © Florent Doncourt —
Moselle General Council
The museum’s collection features numerous paintings and sculptures, press cuttings, personal objects, photographs, and contemporary
testimonies of the conflict, some of which are on loan from many other museums, institutions, and individuals, both French and German.
Examples include the 4 modéle [model 4] 1858 field gun and the Reffye cannon, both of which are on loan from the Musée de I'Armée

In April 2014, the Museum of the Franco-Prussian War and the Annexation was inaugurated

in Gravelotte, a town famous for the battle of Saint-Privat (known as the battle of Gravelotte in Gerr
gust 1870

The museum is not just a linear account of the conflict that broke out between France and Prussia

Y 70 t i 7 ic r Museum of the Franco-Prussian War and the An-
mer of 1870 to the spring of 1871: it recounts the strategic and tactical aspects of the war, and shc ok oion 8 @ Howt Dancourt MO He bt
the soldiers on both sides.

Council



Museum Franco-Prussian War Loigny-la-Bataille

W Franco-Prussian War (1870-1871)

Q Place du 2 décembre 1870, Loigny-la-Bataille %, 023736 1325 & museedelaguerre1870.ir

@ France Cenire Loigny-la-Bataille

This museum (Musée de la Guerre de 1870) is dedicated to the Franco-Prussian War (1870-1871) and the Battle of Loigny-la-

Bataille, on 2 December 1870

For current visiting hours, please visit the of the museum
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THE FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR, 1870-1871

The Campaign against Imperial France,
3 August to 1 September, 1870

Luxembourg

Besieged 18Aug-270ct]

=== Prussian forces/

- movements
ﬁ === French forces/

movements

#- Major battle/siege

~— Major raillines

* (St Quentin 19jan}* = %
S .
(g ’#LW?Q yﬂ‘ 7 oS

The Campaign
against Republican France,
September 1870 to January 1871
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The opposing sides, 6 August




General Frossard, 2 Corps (63)

CULVER
Karl Friedrich von Steinmetz
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it Genehmigung der Photoar. Gefellfdy.,, Berlin. Photographiedrud W, Sommer, Berlin: Schoneberg.

Sturm auf den Spidicrer Berg, 6. Hugulf 1870.
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Marshal Bazaine, 3 Corps, then C-in-C,
- Army of the Rhine o
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D Territory ceded by France to the German Empire,

Railways as in 1870, shown thus ———
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THE FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR, 187

The Campaign against Imperial France,
3 August to 1 September, 1870
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The Campaign
against Republican France,
September 1870 to January 1871
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to railheads in the Rhineland but supplies were breaking down even
before they crossed the French frontier. Thereafter they encountered
the insuperable problem of Toul and other fortresses which prevented
the pushing forward of railheads.
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As the Germans pressed on to Pans
and the Loire valley, a huge backlog of blocked trains accumulated,
stretching as far back as Frankfurt and Cologne. The Germans
eventually operated three lines in France sufhciently freely to make
the siege of Paris, with its huge consumption of ammumition, possible,
but although more than 2000 miles of French track was being
operated by the Germans when the war ended, conditions remained
chaotic and — due to the attacks of francs-tireurs — dangerous. The
German armies had to subsist by requisitioning and by living off the
land which did not prove difficult in a rich agricultural country
provided the troops kept moving. It is thus completely untrue that
Moltke and his railway officials had solved the problem of supply in
1870. Once his armies advanced beyvond the railheads they subsisted
by traditional methods that differed little from Napoleonic times,’
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Railways had been exploited much more fully and successfully, for
both supply and rapid movement of troops, by the North in the
American Civil War but this achievement was not recognized in
Europe. What can be said s that despite the contemporary

exaggeration of Moltke's mastery of rallways in 1870, the
revolutionary petenfial of rail communication was becoming clear.




The tirailleurs from Algeria served in the Crimean War, the Second Italian War of
Independence, the French intervention in Mexico and the Franco-Prussian War (1870), as well
as in French colonial campaigns in Tunisia, Indochina, Morocco, Madagascar and Algeria
itself. During the Crimean War the Algerian tirailleurs acquired the nickhname of "Turcos™
(Turks) by which they were widely known over the next hundred years. The hame reportedly
arose from comparisons between the Algerian troops and the Turkish allies serving
alongside the French and British forces at the siege of Sevastopol.
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GRAVELOTTE AND MARS-LA-TOUR
16th and 18th August 1870
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French infantry at the battle of Mars-la-Tour.
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Heinnch XV, Prince Reul, on the side of the 5th
Squadron | Guards Dragoon Regiment at Mars-la-Tour,
16 August 1870, Emil Hinten, 1902



Battle of Mars-La-Tour

Part of the Franco-Prussian War
. -

Heinrich XVIl, Prince ReuR, on the side of the 5th
Sguadron | Guards Dragoon Regiment at Mars-la-Tour,

W 16 August 1870. Emil Hinten, 1902.
Corpd. 3 o %
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(! Date 16 August 1870

Location Mars-La-Tour, France
(& 49°06"11°N 5°5221°E
Result Inconclusive
Belligerents
[l French Empire

:

== North German
Confederation

e 4 Kingdom of

Prussia :
Commanders and leaders
*w Friedrich Karl | } Francois Bazaine
Units involved
*w Second Army Bl Army of the Rhine
Strength

Initially: 30,000 80,000 engaged!"’
Total: 80,000!" - 160,000 present'?]
210+ guns :

Casualties and losses
15,799 117,007

4,421 killed or dead of 1,367 killed
wounds - 10,120 wounded
10,411 wounded i 5,472 missing
967 missing :

2,736 horses




Roman Aqueduet. METZ. ° 27, Rowte. 199

Frosm Merz to Paexy, 1205 M., railway in /-4, hr, (faves
1A 60, 1 o4 10, 70 pt.). — Soon after leaving Metz, we pass on
the left Fort St. Privat, now Prinz August von Wiirttembery,
and then the tree-girt chitean of Freseati, where the capitulation
of Metz was signed on Oct. 27th, 1870. Close by is a huge shed
for military air-ships. A little farther on, the train crosses the
viver. — 5 M. Avs-sur-Moselle, with iron-works, lies at the be-
sinning of the valley of the Mance, up which ruus the road to
211/, M) Gravelotte (p. 2020, On the hill is the Kronprinz Fort.
In the Moselle valley, between Arvs and Jouwy-aue-Arches (fair inn
at the N. end of the village), on the right bank, are situated exten-
sive remains of a Roman Aguednet erected ea. 100 A, D., which
brought water to Metz from the source of the Gorze (a distanee of
15 M.) and here crossed the Moselle in an arched bridge, #/; M. long
and 60 ft. high, Seven of its arches and one pier are still standing
at Ars, and 10 arches at Jouy. On the hill of St. Blaise (1195 {t.),
above Jouy, is the Graf Haeseler Fort. — 7 M. Ancy, on the
Moselle. — 81/, M. Novéant, the German frontier-station, lies at
the entrance to the valley of the Gorze (p. 201). A new bridge
crosses the Moselle to Corny, the headquarters of Prinee Frederiek
(Charles during the investment of Metz. — 1210, M. Pagny is the
French frontier-station. Thence to Nancy and Paris, see Baedeler's
Northern France. From Pagny a railway runs vid Arnaville,
Chambley (141, M.), and Mars-la-Towr (p. 201) to Conflans-Jarny.

Frox Merz ro AsmaxweiLgr, 10 M., railway in 36 min. (fares
1 o# 40, 85, 50 pf.). The railway skirts the suburb of Montigny,
crosses the Moselle, and stops at (31, M.) Longeville, at the foot
of the hill of St. Quentin. At (8 M.) Moulins (eleetric railway, see
p- 194) it reaches the valley of Moutvean, which it ascends via
16 M.) Chatel-St-Germain to (10 M) dmanweiler (Amanvillers ;
hotel opposite the railway-restanrant), 13/, M. from St. Privat (p. 203).
From Amanweiler to Verdun, see Baedeler's Norvthern France.

Frox Merz o Dinuixeey, 371/ M., railway in 2 hrs. — 21/, M.
Vantoua-Valliéres: 41/, M. Nowilly,with the battlefield of Aug. 14th,
1870 (see p. 200): 6 M. Failly : 20 M. Anzelingen : 241/, M. Busen-
dorf (p. 188). — 371, M. Dillingen, see p. 188.

The Battle Fields of August 14th, 16th, and 18th, 1870.

The three exenrsions requive a day each, but it is quite practicable
to combine the visits to the battleficlds of Ang. 16th and 18th by using
a motor-car or 4 bicyele and by taking the railway to Novéant and back
from Amanweiler. saders who understand German will find more de-
tails in the guidebooks and maps sold at the booksellers (25 pf.-2 &),
The military visitor will find *Taktische Wandernngen' by Licutenant
Colonel Liebach indispensable (3 ). A ecommemorative ceremony is
held yearly on Aug. 15th in the ravine between Gravelotte and St. Hubert,
and the graves are decked with flowers. - Curriages or motor-cars are
best procured through the Tourists’ Enquiry Office (p. 195).

200 Route 27. METZ. Buattle Field of dug. 14th, 1870,

The BatrLe o Avcrst 14vu marks the first act in the bloody
strugele as a result of which the French army was cooped up in
the fortress of Metz. Towards midday the German advance guard
had come into touch with the enemy on its retreat from Saar-
briicken. About 3.30 p.m, the German General von der Goltz began
the attack with parts of the VII. Army Corps. The chief bone of
contention was the line passing through Colombey and Nouilly,
two villages which have given the German name to the battle, while
the French call it the Battle of Boray, after the headquarters of
Marshal Bazaine. Colombey was taken about 5 p.m. and sueeess-
fully maintained against superior forces, while to the N. the I. Army
Corps under Manteuffel advanced toward Nonilly. By 9 p.m. the
Freneh had been forced back under the guns of the fortress and
their strategic retreat, begun in the morning, had been so delayed
that the German army now surrounding the 8. side of Metz was
able to overtake them two days later. The losses of the Germans
amounted to 222 officers and 4784 men, those of the French to
3608 officers and men.

Circvvar Drive. Those who visit the battlefields by earriage pro-
ceed vid Planticres, Borny, Grigy, Ars-Laguenexy, and Aunbigny to Co-
lombey, then go on vid Lauvallicre and Noisseville to Nouilly, and re-
turn via Vantoux (20 M. in all).

WarLkers take the railway to Peltre (p. 208), Thence they ascend
vid Mercy-le-Haut and Ars-Lagueneay to (1Ys hr.) Aubigny. the point
at which General von der Goltz began his advance. It has a chatean
and a monument to the 45th Infantry, In Y, hr. more we reach Colon-
bey, the chatean of which still lies in ruins. Adjoining the park is a
large Military Cemetery, with a fine monnment to the 13th Infantry.
From the cemetery we proceed to the N. along the Toten-Aliée (FAvenue
of the Dead’}, passing numerous monuments, then take the road to the
right, and follow the pine-walk diverging to the left to (1), hr.) Lanval-
licre. By following the road farther to the W. we reach the tavern of
Amiti¢é, to the right of which is a monument to the I. Army Corps,
commanding a survey of the whole battlefield. Abont 1, M. to the N.
lies the village of Noisseville, which was again the centre of violent
contests on Ang. 81st and Sept. 1st, when Bazaine made a determined
but ineffectnal attempt to break through the German lines. About 3 M,
to the S. is the large French monument, with a bronze group by E. Han-
naux, a native of Metz. At Nowilly (p. 199) we regain the railway, by
which we return to Metz.

The battlefields of Augunst 16th and 18th lie to the W, of Metz.
on the roads to Verdun. On Aug. 15th the ITI. Prussian Army
Corps, under General von Alvensleben IT., crossed the Moselle in
the night and advanced as far as Gorze. .

At about 10 p.m. on Avcrsr 167u the III. Army Corps sur-
prised the retreating French army at Flavigny and Vionville. Both
these places were captured at about 11.30 a.m.; but farther ad-
vance was impossible in the face of the superior numbers of the
French troops. Several cavalry charges were made to repel the
French attacks. Among these was the famouns charge of the
7th Cuirassiers and the 16th Ublans (Bredow's Brigade), which dis-




Battle Field of Auy. (6th. 1870, MNETZ. 27. Roule. 92011

persed two regiments of French infantry and fonr gun-batteries and
has been celebrated by Freiligrath in his ‘Todesritt’. No less
bloody was the struggle to the W. of Vionville at Tronville and
Mars-la-Tour,where the X. Army Corps (under General von Voigts-
Rhetz) made its attack about 3 p.m. and managed to maintain its
position against the overwhelming superiority of the French, with
the aid of various costly attacks of the Dragoon Guards. About
6.45 p.m. the finest cavalry engagement of the whole war took place
here. Six regiments of French eavalry were dispersed by twenty-
one squadrons of the Rheinbaben division. After it had lasted
nearly twelve hours darkness put an end to the battle, in the final
stages of which 67,000 Germans with 222 guns were opposed to
138,000 French with 476 guns. In spite of their numerieal superior-
ity the French did not succeed in regaining their lost ground or in
opening the road to Verdun. Their losses amounted to 879 officers
and 16,128 men, those of the Germans to 711 officers and 15,079 men.

To visit the battlefields we proeced b railwa}y to Nowdant (p, 199)
and go on thence by omnibus to (Vs hr.) éom ( Hatel-Restavrant Ha-
billon, carriages to hire; Hot. Sanssouci). The drive round the hattle-
fields leads via Flavigny and Vienville to Mars-la-Tour and returns to
Gorze vii Vionville and Rezonville (15 M. in all).

Warkers take 4-5 hrs, for a satisfactory survey of the battlefields,
or (if Mars-la-Tour he included) 7-8 hrs. At the upper end of Gorze
we ascend to the left, then take the footpath diverging to the right,
which passes the farm of St. Thiéhanlt and ascends fo (3, hr.) the hill
of Flavigny, on which are varions monuments to German regiments. We
then proceed to the left to (4, hr.) the Friedrich- Karl- Stein, which
commands an extensive view, In the direetion of Rezonville we desery
a monument cceupying the spot where King William, on the evening of
Aug. 17th, gave the orders for the battle of the following day. We next
deseend to (1, hr.) Vionville, where there are two other German mon-
uments. The road to (3t M.) Mars-la-Tour passes more monuments and
then crosses the French frontier. In Mars-la-Tour (Café du Commerce)
are 4 French monument and the monument of the German Dragoon Guards,
while a little farther on, to the right, is that of the 16th Infantry.
Near the church are a monument to Joan of Are and a “Musdée Militaire'
with relief-plans of the hattles. Near the railway-station (p. 199) is the
interesting French monument by Bogino, — Proceeding to the E. from
Vionville, we pass a spot where enormouns numbers of soldiers were buried
and the se-called ‘Denkmalshank’ (a memorial beneh), and reach (2%, M.)
Rezonville, the chief point d’appui of the Freanch and retained Ly them
until the close of the battle. Memorial tablets indicate the houses in which
King William, Bismarck, and Moltke spent the night of Aug. 18-19th.
Abont 3/, M. to the N., on the ‘Riémer-Strasse’, which now forms the
frontier, are monuments to the 3rd and 16th Hussars and to the Bredow
‘brigade. — From Rezonville we may either proceed vid Gravelotte to
{6 M.) the railway-station of Chédtel (p. 199) or return to Gorze by the
road to the 8., passing two other German monuments,

~ The Bartre or Avevsr 181u decided the fate of the French army
and the fortress of Metz. Bazaine had withdrawn his forces in the
direction of Metz and had taken up a strong position on the hill at
the farther side of the valley of the Mance, extending from Point-
du-Jour to Sf. Privat. As the Germans were ignorant how far the

202 Raute 27. METZ. Battle Field of Avg. (8th, 1870,

French line extended to the N., the IX. Prussian Army Corps (under
General vou Manstein) began the battle towards midday by a frontal
attack near Verncville. General von Steinmetz then ordered the
VILL. Corps (under General von Goeben) to advance at Gravelotte
and the VII. Corps (under General von Zastrow), farther to the
right, to advance also. The attacking parties snffered terrible
losses, but in the face of the strong French position were unable
to gain any cousiderable advantage except the capture of the farm
of St. Hubert below Point-du-Jour, which was effected in the after-
noon by parts of the VIII. Corps. The troops of the Corps of Guards
and of the XII. (Royal Saxon) Guards, which at first had been ar-
ranged in echelon formation, consequently diverged to the N.E.
and captured Ste. Marie-aue-Chénes about 3.30 p.m., after which
the Guards (about 5 p.m.) made a sanguinary but ineffectual attempt
to storm St. Privat. A second atfempt at 7.30 p.m., preceded by
a heavy canonade and the outflanking of the French right wing by
the Saxons at Roncourt, was more successful. The French broke
up in confusion. Their left wing, however, at Point-du-Jour, main-
tained its position against the attack delivered under cover of dark-
ness with the aid of the IT. Army Corps and did not retire upon
Metz until the morning. The number of Germans engaged in the
battle amounted to 230,000, that of the French to 180,000. The
Germans lost 899 officers and 19,260 men, the French 609 officers

and 11,700 men.

Cagnrtace Drive vii Mounlins and Rozériculles to Gravelotte, then
via Vernéville and Ste-Marie-aux-Chénes to St, Privat, returning vid
Amanweiler and throngh the Montveau valley (271, M. in all). i‘rom
Amanweiler we may also use the railway.

WaLxers, starting at the railway-station of Ayg (p. 199), on the
Gravelotte road, ascend the valley of the Mance to the Protestant chapel
and then take the footpath, to the right, whieh climbs the ravine and
(g hir.) erosses the bare ridge in the dirvection of the new Feste Kaiserin.
At St. Hubert {(inn) it reaches the Metz and Verdan rvouwd. The fort (no
admission) occupies the height of Point-du-Jour, which, during the battle,
was the chief point d’appui of the French left wing. At St. Hubert itself
and in the ravine below are several German monuments. From St. Hubert
we ascend to (Y hr.) —

Gravelotte (Cheval &’ Or, Poste, both very fair), which formed the
contre of the right wing of the German position, consisting of the 7th and
8th Prassian Corps. At the E. end of the village is a large soldiers’
cemetery, to which most of the graves seattered over the plain have heen
removed. Adjoining is a large *Memorial Colonnade, with an Angel
of the Resurrection in bronze-gilt by L. Caner, busts and medallions of
the German leaders and generals ronnd Metz, and memorials of the fallen
(1905).  On the road to Rezonville, opposite the Cheval d’Or, is a Mili-
tary Musewm. The parvish-church has been rebuilt since the war.

In the middle of the village the road divides, both branches leading
to Verdun. On that to the right (N.) lies the farm of Mogador, near
which (1.) is a rock with an inscription, marking the spot whence Emp.
William witnessed the battle; it affords a good survey of the opposite
heights, then oecnpied by the French. Malmaison, the next farm on this
road, was ocenpied by the 9th Prnssian Corps d’Armée, the lines of
which extended along the road diverging to the right as far as (8 M.)




FORBACH. 28. Route. 9203

Vernéville. Near Vernéville, to the right of the road to Chantrenne, are
monuments to the 9th Rifles (Jiger) and the 36th Infantry, To the W, (rond
leading to the left in the \'illagcf is 4 column erected by the 18th Division.

On the road from Vernéville to (8 M.) dmanweiler (p. 199) is the
monument of the 9th Regoment of Field Artillery, which surpriscd the
French corps stationed at Amanweiler about 11.80 a.m., but became in its
turn the object of the concentrated French cannonade. Farther on are
varions monuments which indicate the line of attack followed by the right
wing of the Corps of Guards. A finger-post shows the way to (20 min.)
the monument of the Hessian Division, which was cowbined with the
18th Prussian Division to form the 9th Army Corps. The monument
stands near the railway from Amanweiler to Verdun, on the French
frontier, which here projects in the form of a triangle. — The road from
Vernéville to (4 M.) Sainte-Marie-nux-Chénes (see below) leads across
French territory, passing throngh Habonville and near St. Ail.

Amanweiler, where we regain the railway, lies 13/, M. to the 8. of
St. Privat, the chicf point d’appui of the Fremch right wing. Here
there are an extensive Military Busewn (adm. 40 pf.; café in the same
building), with plans of battles, panoramas, and relics, and also two
memorial monuments. There are other German monuments at the N. end
of the village. The keeper of the graves at St, Privat has the key of the
conspicuons yiew-tower, to the 8.W. of the village, which was erected
as a general monnment to the German Guards.

o the W. of St. Privat, en the road to (2 M.) Ste-Marie-awr-Chénes,
arc monuments to various regiments of the Guards. In the village is
# French monument. — At Rencourt, 3/, M. to the N. of St, Privat, is
the Kinig-Albert-Haus, a musenm with relies of the Saxon troops.

28. From Metz to Bingerbriick viia Saar-
bricken and Neurlr&kiichen. Valley of the
ahe.

137 M. Ramway in 49,61/ hrs. (fares 17 £ 10, 16 & 40, 9 .& 90 pf.;
express fares 19 .4 10, 18 & 40, 10 £ 40 pf.). — Saarbriicken is also con-
nected with Metz (30 M., in 21/, hrs.) by a branch-railway vid Courcelles,
Teterchen, and Vilklingen.

Metz, see p. 194. The train skirts the suburb of Queuleu. —
41/, M. Peltre, the starting-point for a visit to the battlefield of
Aug. 14th, 1870 (p. 200).

8 M. Courcelles-an-der-Nied, the junction of a branch-railway
up the valley of the Nied to Teferchen (p. 194), where it unites with a
branch-line from Diedenhofen and goes on to join the Saarbriicken and
Tréves railway at Bous or Vilklingen (p. 194). — 13!/, M. Remilly,
junetion of the Saarburg and Metz line (p. 492); 18 M. Herlingen ;
211/ M. Maiweiler; 241/ M. Falkenberg; 271/, M. Tetingen ;
31 M. S1. Avold, an industrial place with 3500 inhab. and a garri-
son of 2500 men; 341, M. Oberhomburg, on the Rossel.

From (38 M.) Beningen branch-lines run to the N. to Hargarten
and Teterchen (see above), and to the S. to Farschweiler, Hund-
lingen, and Saargemiind (p. 489).

40 M. Kochern. — 43 M. Forbach (Karsch), a town with 8600
inhab. and large papier maché works, is dominated by the Schloss-
berg, whigh is crowned with a view-tower and a ruined castle, The
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Diagram showing the German advance on 18 August
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B The road between

Gravelotte and St-Hubert
crossed the fateful Mance

Ravine on a raised
causeway and provided
the focal point for VIII
Corp’s assaults. This
contemporary picture
shows the wooded lower
slopes of the Mance
Ravine which then gave
way to the bare upper
slopes - an ideal killing
ground for Frossard’s
rifles. Steinmetz duly
provided the targets.
(Battles of the
Nineteenth Century)
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Battle of Gravelotte St-Privat: situation at 1-2 p.m.

1-2 p.m.. IX Corps becomes
heavily committed before 3

Ladmirault's and Leboeuf's Corps X 3km |
defensive positions in centre .

2 Miles
—

Woippy

2 Guns of Manstein
7 being withdrawn

&
B S : Brigade of BAZAINE'S
= ?t . Nayral's Division Plappeville *H.Q.
SN withdrawing
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The "Rifle Battalion 9 from Lauenburg" at Gravelotte, painting by Ernst Zimmer
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ttlefield [Battle of Gravelotte] on which 42,000 soldiers died.
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Battle of Gravelotte
Part of the Franco-Prussian War

. z = =
The Cemetery of St. Privat by Alphonse-Marie-Adolphe
de Neuville (1881)

Date 18 August 1870
Location Gravelotte, France

- 49°09'N 6°01°E
Result French military victory; German strategic

advantage

Belligerents
. - French Empire

=== North German il p
Confederation
e 4 Prussia

* o Saxony

Commanders and leaders

*w Wilhelm | | B Francois Achille
*w Helmuth von Moltke : Bazaine
*« Karl Friedrich von
Steinmeiz
*w Prince Friedrich Karl
Units involved

*w First Army
*w Second Army

| B Army of the Rhine

Strength
188,332 112,800
732 guns 520 guns
Casualties and losses
20.160 12,275
5,237 killed

14,430 wounded
493 captured or
missing
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BATTLE OF SEDAN 1-2.1X.1870
2 4 6 tmG o

Villers Cernay

PRUSSIAN ARMY FRENCH ARMY

&-’ Positions and % , Positions and
operations 4=~ operations
X1, X1i Corps
18, 1B Bavarian Corps VII, X11-Corps
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“Nous sommes dans un pot de chambre, et hous y serons emmerdes.”

=

General Ducrot.



BATTLE OF SEDAN 1-2.IX.1870 ° o

Battle of Sedan
Part of the Franco—Prussian War

—— w\r.. VA= ~

PAUSSIAN ARMY

Positions and
operations

FRENCH ARMY
Positions and
4"~ operations

VI, X11-Corps

™ Situation at 10:00 on 1 September
Date 1-2 September 1870
Location Sedan, France
(‘ 49°42'00°N 4°56'40°E
e Result German victory
N o Fall of the Second French Empire
F e Surrender, capture and abdication of
\ Napoleon Il
Belligerents
¥ Prussia ] B France
- mm SaX0NY i
= Bavaria i
. e {
) AN Commanders and leaders
A\ A — Wilheim | - 1 Patrice

=== Helmuth von Moltke | MacMahon (WIA)

== Friedrich Wilheim ] [ Augustue Ducrot [2

mum Albert, Prince of | ] Félix Wimpffen |5

0By -« ] I Napoleon 11l
(Present at the
battlefield, POW)

Units involved

*w Third Army 3 | B Army of Chaions
*w Fourth Army
200,000 130,000
Casualties and losses
1,310 killed 3,220 killed
6,443 wounded 14,811 wounded

2,107 missing - 104,000 captured




Sedan— General Reille delivers surrender letter to King Wilhelm.









BELGIUM

2 September 1870
SEDAN




Army of
the Loire

1 December 1870 = e - :
PARIS BESIEGED g

Bismarck didn't care whether the French
were ruled by an emperor, a king or a cabinet, peace
was going to cost them dear. By the time the
Parisians had accepted this ugly fact, the Prussian
armies were at the gates of the city. Indeed, they had
drawn their siege lines: Gambetta, the leading spirit
of the new republic, had to leave the capital by
balloon.
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1870 -1871.
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===

Kilomneter
1 = Zongchamps 3 - Champs Elysces
2.=Are de Iriomphe 4-Place de la (bneorde|
Zernierungslirde der Deutschen.




siege of Paris
Part of the Franco-Prussian War

-"Saint-Cloud aftef Ftench and Germaﬁ bombardment
during the battle of Chatillon

Date 19 September 1870 — 28 January 1871

(4 months, 1 week and 2 days)




1 December 1870
PARIS BESIEGED

Gambetta’s plan was to raise enormous conscript
armies in the provinces and simply sweep the
Germans out of the country. It was true that Moltke,
with half his forces committed to the siege of Paris
and most of the rest watching Bazaine in Metz, had
little with which to meet a counter-offensive, let
alone a massive one. On the other hand Gambetta
needed time to turn his conscripts into soldiers.




Miracles of improvisation produced an ‘Army of the
Loire’ of four corps by the beginning of November
and a preliminary demonstration by this force
persuaded the Germans to pull back from Orleans.
But when it came to real battles there was a world of
difference between the raw French levies and the
battle-hardened German troops. The Army of the
Loire’s attempt to drive north and relieve Paris was
easily held, as was the Paris garrison’s attempt to
break out to meet the relieving force (at the end
of November): neither caused Moltke to lose a
moment’s sleep. He didn’t even have to use the
forces set free by the capitulation of Metz the month
before.
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Moltke’s plan for Paris was simply to starve it out.
This would obviously take time and Bismarck,
worried by the fact that opinion in Europe was now
moving in France’s favour, pressed for a bombard-
ment. He got his way and the guns duly opened up
on § January 1871. But they did so to very little effect
and Paris surrendered on 28 January simply because

it had only ten days’ food left. The armistice was
extended to the rest of France three days later.
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Date

Battle of Coulmiers
Part of the Franco-Prussian War

Salutala /’ct/'re (Coulmiers)
by Etienne Dujardin-Beaumeiz i)

9 November 1870
Location France
Result French victory
Belligerents
B B France mmm Bavaria

Jean-Baptiste d'Aurelle

About 70.000 men

Commanders and leaders
Ludwig von der Tann
Strength

About 20,000 men

Casualties and losses
1,500 dead and wounded

1,112 soldiers and 54
officers, 1.000 prisoners

BATTLES NEAR ORLEANS

Battle of Beaune-la-Rolande
Part of the Franco-Prussian War

A near-contemporary dpiion of the battle

Battle of Loigny—Poupry
Part of the Franco—Prussian War

Hugb vorn Koftwitz with the Libecker Bataillon

Date 28 November 1870
Location  Canton of Beaune-la-Rolande, France
Result Prussian victory
Belligerents
¥ Prussia B B France

Commanders and leaders
Konstantin Bernhard von
Voigts-Rhetz
Frederick Francis Il

General Crouzat

Strength
31,000-60,000 soldiers
- 140 artillery pieces!' 2!

9,000-12,000 soldiers
70 artillery pieces!'@!

Casualties and losses

817 soldiers Up to 8,000 soldiers killed
37 officers killed and and wounded, !
wounded!"1! - 100 taken prisoner'?!

Date 2 December 1870

Location Loigny-la-Bataille, France

Result German victory
Belligerents

o Morth German B B France

Confederation
mmm Bavaria

Commanders and leaders

 Friedrich Franz II, B } Antoine Chanzy

Grand Duke of
Mecklenburg-Schwerin

Strength
45,000
Casualties and losses
6,007,000
3,500-4.500 killed or
wounded
2,500 captured

35,000

4,139




BATTLES IN THE NORTH

Battle of Bapaume
Part of the Franco-Prussian War

Battle of St. Quentin

Part of the Franco-Prussian War

Gl |
’9-0”"“”

¢
&

= 3 Date 19 January 1871
Part of the panoramic painting "Battle of Bapaume” of Location St. Quentin, France
Charles Edouard Armand-Dumaresq showing General Result Prussian victory
Faidherbe. Belli gerems
Date 3 January 1871 === German Empire [ B France
Location Bapaume, France Commanders and leaders
Result Prussian strategic viclory August Karl von Goeben Louis Faidherbe
Belligerents Strength
* Prussia l . France 33 000 : 40.000
Commanders and leaders Casualtiesv T
;‘:’r‘]’;’; Fﬁf::“e" L Lol Ediciianta 2,400 3,500 killed and wounded,
. : 19,000 captured
Strength :
18,000 33,000
Casualties and losses
750 soldiers 1,569 soldiers

52 officers - 53 officers




BATTLE IN THE WEST

Battle of Le Mans

Date 10-12 January 1871

Location Le Mans, France
Result German victory
Belligerents
— Germany B B France
Commanders and leaders

== Prince Friedrich Kari | } Antoine Chanzy
Frederick Francis || '

Units involved

Second Army Armée de la Loire
w
73,000 - 100,000
324 guns
Casualties and losses
3,650 144,200
180 officers - 6,200 killed and wounded

18,000 captured
20,000 deserted
17 guns
2 colours

3,470 men




BATTLE NEAR ALSACE AND THE SWISS BORDER

Battle of the Lisaine
Part of the Franco-Prussian \War

o

Date 15-17 January 1871
Location  near Héricourt, Lizaine River, France
Result German victory
Belligerents
= German Empire B B France
Commanders and leaders
= August von Werder  [] ] Charles Denis
Bourbaki
Units involved
XV Corps  Armée de IEst
Strength
40,000-45.000 110,000
146 guns
Casualties and losses

1,646

6,000-8,000

1,500 dead
4,500 wounded




Bourbaki army lays down its arms at the Swiss border. Part of the Bourbaki-Panorama in Lucerne, Switzerland




-
‘ on
wﬂc‘ ._i' .: ""-". ‘Aeu TN \\- '\M
ﬁ S ’ ;st o % 155,000 men Q_\
s / & ﬁ: ahadah. ° surrender 27 Oct /Tg@
N“\en‘»,,\ ' * -\_:_f' ¢ | 8 z \ &(asbo“, ™| <
R s OW & = /”m P % =] ¢ | ’
- ol T TP -mm s 7 ot S g " “&“ 1
o pepP® t ¢ <y Sg R :)b\hh_,//// ) 4 1,000 ioan
£ j599™% o awe™ g o8 \ surrender 27 Sep
et - Y - wa@”
N- B E /
| Beseiged 20 Sep-28jon S A ‘3'3:\\°
3 NG o A
=t -
y; Y- ARS8
& ‘-s° = i g
o &0 o‘
é 0‘\(0“
o5 80,000 men
interned 1 Feb

/'\"/
P ; o¥ 3 o %
|Le Mans 70-12/an| ’/ 4 "" | P g
- ‘ .c‘-{/
Ll .-.m_. Sow” SOUTH s ";"'"':
2 : ( . MANTEUSFEL /.' .0'
\ / -
._/‘““'
“

The Campaign
against Republican France,
September 1870 to January 1871

{~ Area of s(mng
popular reml'ance




The Germans were unprepared for French irregular warfare in 1870-1
and tended to react with extreme severity. Partisans wearing a
recognizable uniform, bearing arms and subject to some sort of
discipline could be treated as legitimate enemies, whereas at the other
extreme even the more legally minded French condemned
undisciplined, garishly dressed gangs who were simply bandits and
whose depredations were more feared in some districts than the

methodical exactions of the Germans. *



Lex FrancTircurs, Y.
IXT0-1571

The real problem, of course, was how to regard resisters who fell
between these extremes. French guerrilla activity was widespread
from the very beginning of operations in 1870. German cavalry
crossing the Moselle in mid-August were frequently fired on by
villagers and by way of reprisal hanged the culprits — or suspects —
whenever they caught them. The roads between Sedan and Paris
were haunted by francs-tireurs who were treated as murderers. When
Favre complained to Bismarck that German civilians had done the
same in 1813, the chancellor grimly replied, "That is quite true; but
our trees still bear the marks where your generals hanged our people
on them.' In the later stages of the war some 60,000 francs-tireurs were
active in all but the most thoroughly patrolled districts, their motley
companies swelled by foreign sympathizers of every kind.*




THE LAWS OF WAR, and War Crimes....

For many centuries, there have been efforts to limit, focus, or channel the violence of war to avoid
unnecessary destruction. The reasons for this include—

—Morality, religious belief, and simple human decency.
—Unwillingness to damage a region’s productivity when that may be used or annexed.
—Awareness that unrestrained brutality will be counterproductive to achieving military goals.

In terms of Clausewitz’s “trinity,” the “primordial violence” that is part of war must be “subordinated”
to policy and made “subject to reason.”

THE ELEMENTS OF THE TRINITY

Clausewitz's trinity comprises three specific elements. The identity of those elements is readily
evident 1 anyone who actually reads the first paragraph of his description: It is “composed of

primordial violence, hatred, and enmity, which are to be regarded as a blind natural force;
of the play of ch a ility within which the creative spirit is free to roam;

and of its i licy, which makes it subject to
reason...”

This set of elements is usually labe.ed

“emotion / chance / reason”;




As a general rule, wars between opponents who are culturally similar and appreciate their “common
humanity” will see the Laws of War observed. If the opponentis seen as “alien,” “utterly different” or
“inferior,” war crimes are much more likely to occur.

In the Franco-Prussian War, the two sides usually abided by the Laws of War. For the German armies,
exceptions and violations occurred in two categories:

—francs-tireurs (guerrillas, partisans).

—the French tirailleurs (“Turcos”), dark-skinned North African soldiers.
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Phil Sheridan



On several occasions, Sheridan personally urged Bismarck to learn the
lessons of his Shenandoah Valley campaign of 1864. He told Bismarck
that so far in their war against the French, the Germans had been too
humane. They ought to inflict as much damage as possible and cause
“the inhabitants so much suffering that they must long for peace, and
for their government to demand it. The people must be left with

nothing but their eyes to weep with over the war.”
---quoted in Jay Luvaas, “The Influence of the German Wars of

Unification upon the United States,” in Forster and Nagler, eds.,
On the Road to Total War



General Sheridan, who was with us until Sedan, said to Bismarck: “You
know how to hit an enemy as no other army does, but you have not yet
learned how to annihilate him. One must. see more smoke of burning
villages; otherwise you will not finish with the French.” And I am
convinced the man is right. If we allowed our cavalry to carry out
campaigns of destruction throughout the country a /a Sheridan, many

Frenchmen would lose their taste for playing at franctireurs [guerrillas].
---Count Alfred von Waldersee, 4 Field Marshal’s Memoirs



Raising the German Flag at Fort Vanves outside Paris, January 19, 1871
[Eugen Adaom, 1878)

On January 18, 1871, Williom | wos pro-
claimed German emperor ot the Palace of Ver:

sailles. The following day the besieging Ger-
man troops—Bavorian soldiers in this
scene—hoisted the new German flag at Fort
Vanves southwes! of Paris. The flug’s colors are
those of the North German Confederation:
black, white, and red. Since 1848 the king
had regarded the colors black, red, and gold
with suspicion; they had a whift of revolution
and democracy. Bismarck attached litfle impor-
tance to the flag’s design: “To tell the truth, |

couldn't care less about the colors. As far as
I'm concerned, they can use green and yellow
and roses in springtime, or the flag of
Mecklenburg-Strelitz. It's just that the old Prus-
sian trooper (i.e., the king] won't hear of black:
red-gold.” How black-whitered came 1o be
chosen is not clear. All that matiered to Bis-
marck is that this combination was not associ-
ated with any party inside the country. They
were not declared the national German colors
until 1888.
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THE GERMAN EMPIRE
1871-1918

SCALE OF MILES
25 50 100 150

THURINGIAN STATES

1. Schwarzburg-Sondershausen
2. Saxe-Coburg-Gotha

THE MATTHEWS-NORTHRUP WORKS
6°

8. Saxe-Weimar
« 4, Saxe-Altenburg

|-

5. Saxe-Meiningen

6. Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt
7. Reusa, Older Line

8, Reuss, Junfor Line
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