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Michael Flynn Is Now Selling QAnon Merch

¥ Will Sommer

December 29, 2020 - 3 min read [P

Photo lllustration by The Daily Beast/Getty/Screenshot/theshirtshowusa

https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/michael-flynn-now-selling-ganon-203907741.htm|
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himself even further with QAnon on

dorsmg a T-shirt website called “Shirt

" that sells QAnon gear and other

*Iynn -themed merchandise. The website’s

's sfmclude camo trucker hats, T-shirts, and

= _;,_ shrrts with the phrase "WWG1WGA,"” a

— 'ﬁr erence to the central QAnon motto, “Where we
gcrone we go all.”
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« The ad copy describing the $35 trucker hats makes
clear that the site’s creators endorse QAnon,
including a reference to another QAnon term, the
“Great Awakening.”
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The QAnon Community Is in Crisis — But On
Telegram, It's Also Growing

Extremists are actively recruiting disillusioned or despondent QAnon believers on encrypted
messaging apps like Telegram, researchers say

_—d

By EJDICKSON [+,

Y |

L

https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/ganon-
telegram-channels-increase-1117869/
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QAnon Conspiracy Theorists Are Emboldened by
the Coup in Myanmar

Proponents of the baseless QAnon conspiracy theory see the arrest of democratically elected officials as a
__imgn that the same could happen to Democrats in the U.S.

By EJDICKSON (*

https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/ganon-
myanmar-burma-coup-conspiracy-theory-1121849/
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Marjorie Taylor Greene penned

conspiracy theory that a laser
beam from space started deadly
2018 California wildfire

Sa=x

——

House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) has done little to stop Greene’s
ascension in the Republican Party

https://www.mediamatters.org/facebook/marjorie-
taylor-greene-penned-conspiracy-theory-laser-beam-
space-started-deadly-2018
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N ElEene and. lasers -

) Marjorie Taylor Greene

b November 17 2015 @

As there are now over 70 people confirmed dead and over 1,000 missing, the fires in CA are a horrific

tragedy. I'm praying for all involved!

I'm posting this in speculation because there are too many coincidences to ignore, and just putting it out
there from some research I've done stemming from my curiosity over PGRE stocks, which tanked
week then rallied Thursday night after CA official announced they would not let PG&E fall. | find it very
interesting that Roger Kimmel on the board of directors of PG&E is also Vice Chairman of Rothschild Inc,
international investment banking firm. | also find interesting the long history of financial contributions
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eene is a proponent of the (;_gmp Ei_re
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12018, Facebook post -- ‘which is

c allable online -- in which she said

v 5 speculating “because there are too

coi C|dences to ignore” regarding the fire,
idin :that then-California Gov. Jerry Brown

- ;'-_;.;j_—;:'?":_‘. anted to build the high-speed rail project

- -—--' S T——

= '—'-:aﬁd “oddly there are all these people who have

g

— said they saw what looked like lasers or blue
-~ beams of light causing the fires.”
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Inc, international investment banking
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_, 0 had once said the NAACP is “the
‘only more violent and dangerous.” She
211, OOO to advertise on Parler, the social
e that attracted adherents to QAnon,
’“ Federal Election Commission records.
==ThHe next highest amount spent on Parler by a
’tongressmnal candidate last year was $1,400.

Parler declined to comment.
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Politics

How Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, promoter of QAnon’s
baseless theories, rose with support from key Republicans

Washington Post, January 30, 2021
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We created a searchable database of the people behind
QAnon, including its supporters and enablers

https://www.businessinsider.com/ganon-searchable-
database-people-2020-12
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QANnonNn's supporters and enablers

Click on a name to learn more

(Ac‘l:i\rist )-() (Criminal defendant x) (Indi\ridual )-()
Clnﬂuencer X) (Personali'lias X) (Politician X)

Search.. | Sort AL Sort ate

@614 2Dave @shadygrooove Alex Jones Alson Hayden

Alpalus Slyman Andrew Meehan Andrew Torba

Angela Stanton-

King Ann Vandersteel Anthony Comello Antoine Tucker

Antonio Lamotta Arn Friedman Ashli Babbitt Ben Gibson

Bill Mitchell Billy Earley Billy Prempeh Blain McElrea

Bobby Jeffries Brandon Cook Brittany Sellner Buzz Patterson

C. Wesley

Catherine Carr Catherine Purcell Cecilia Fulbright
Morgan

https://www.businessinsider.co n-s hable-

database-people-2020-12
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— https://mashable.com/article/ganon-study-two-people-
wrote-qg-posts-4chan-8kun/



KrehsonSecurity

In-depth security news and investigation

07 All Aboard the Pequod!

Like countless others, I frittered away the better part of Jan. 6 doomscrolling and watching
television coverage of the horrifving events unfolding in our nation’s capital, where a mob of
President Trump supporters and QAnon conspiracy theorists was incited to lay siege to
the 11.5. Capitol. For those trving to draw meaning from the experience, might I suggest
consulting the literary classic Moby Dick, which simultaneously holds clues about QAnon’s
origins and offers an apt allegory about a modern-day Captain Ahab and his ill-fated

obsessions,

Many have speculated that Jim Watkins, the administrator of the online message board

an (a.k.a. 8kun), and/or his son Ron are in fact “Q,” the anonymous persona behind the

QAnon conspiracy theory, which holds that President Trump is secretly working to save
the world from a satanic cult of pedophiles and cannibals.

Last year, as [ was scrutinizing the computer networks that kept QAnon online, researcher

2on Guilmette pointed out a tantalizing utterance from Watkins the yvounger which adds
tenuous credence to the notion that one or both of them is Q.

https://krebsonsecurity.com/2021/01/all-aboard-the-
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ree individuals who pushed the
consplracy in its earliest

hs, when Q was on 4chan.

_ ver many who research, track,
= -':fa dreport on QAnon believe that Jim
= *I:Watkms the current owner of 8kun
-~ (which known as 8chan until late

-~ 2019), is the man currently behind Q's

posts.

—

https://mashable.com/article/ganon-study-two-people-
wrote-g-posts-4chan-8kun/
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- , who founded 8chan in
h *S prewously claimed that Jim Watkins
_ *a and has been since the anonymous
yunt moved from posting on 4chan to
_ ';;{E _Brennan believes the original “"Q" is
_,: South Afrlcan conspiracy theorist Paul Furber,
~  an individual also named in the NBC News

_..._.rl-‘-'_-":"":'-'_

—

:;_f“‘" report. Brennan sold 8chan to Watkins in
~ 2014 and worked with him until cutting ties
with the site in 2016.

https://mashable.com/article/ganon-study-two-people-
wrote-qg-posts-4chan-8kun/
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@® On 4chan
(28/10/2017 -01/12/2017)

A On 8chan, /cbts/ board
(01/12/2017 - 06/01/2018)

4 On 8chan, /gresearch/ board
(06/01/2017 - 01/08/2019)

& On 8kun
(02/11/2019-13/11/2020)

-04 -03 -0.2

Multivariate statistical analysis (three-character pattern / conc. 7500 characters units) / by Orphanalytics 2020

https://mashable.com/article/ganon-study-two-people-
wrote-g-posts-4chan-8kun/
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Genesis of a Conspiracy Theory: Key Trends in QAnon Activity Since 2017 iopenpor oe:

From the Overview: "QAnon is a wide-ranging conspiracy theory that claims that an elite group of child-trafficking paedophiles have been ruling the world for a number of decades and that President
Trump hasa plan in place to bring this group to justice. This briefing paper p an overview of the key trends in activity around the QAnon conspiracy theory from 2017 to 2020. Crucially it
points to major s in QAnon activity in March 2020, suggesting both an increase in activity to promote the conspiracy theory and the spread of this conspiracy to new audiences.”

Author:

Publisher:

Date:

Copyright: 202015D
Retrieved From: Institute for Strategic Dialogue: htt www.isdglobal.org/
Media Type: application/pdf
URL: ht ) 0 rg/wp fuplo The-Gen

@ Help with

o Listed on September 9, 2020 [Critical Releases]

https://www.hsdl.org/?abstract&did=842110
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to extremism

The Genesis of a
Conspiracy Theory

=

https://www.isdglobal.org/isd-publications/the-genesis-
of-a-conspiracy-theory/
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Executive Summary

Orwerwiews

QANoOoN is a wide-ranging conspiracy
tTheory that claims that anmn elite sroup of
child-traftficking paedophiles have been
rulimg the world fora number of decades
and that President Trump has a secret
plamn inmn place to brimg this group to justice.
This briefing paper provides amn overwiew
of thhe key trends im activity arcournd the
OAINnon conspiracy theory fromm 2071777

tTo 2020. Crucially it points to miajor
spikes imn QANon activity im March 2020,
sugsesting both anmn iNncrease iNmn activity
tTo promote the conspiracy thheory

and the spread of this conspiracy to

new audiences.

https://www.businessinsider.com/ganon-searchable-
database-people-2020-12



D mts to maJor splkes in
lty in March 2020,

both an increase in activity
pro -“ e the conspiracy theory



.-sia 2017 a user calllng
35 Q who claimed to have high-
r|ty clearance posted a series

== j-.

cryptic messages on the “politically

- __, ~réct section of the website 4chan.
ichhan |s an anonymous imageboard1l

with a “no rules” policy that has been

associated with pranks, violence, and

illegal and extremist content.
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» next few vears. Lise 3iming to ne C

de over 4,000 posts, known In the

=.=3 -as erops fuelling the growth of a

ata-conspiracy connecting a range of

-narratlves The QAnon theory now

= cts anti-vaccine, anti-5G conspiracies,

== isemitic and anti- -migrant tropes, and several

T_"_" —bizarre theories that the world is in the thrall of a
group of paedophile elites set on global
domination in part aided by ritualistic child

sacrifice.
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port for the theory.



asearch hiaghliah Telaliiler=1als

ussion of QAnon in 2020 and

that the theory is reaching a larger

3. The reasons behind this uptick need to

stlgated further, but regardless of its

-. -a-. is reflect a greater flow of traffic around

th 1is harmful conspiracy. An analysis of this recent

—surge in activity reveals how the theory and its
adherents have been important in promoting
disinformation around COVID-19 and the protests
around the death of George Floyd.
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N of 1ave Increased on bo
and Twitter in 2020. The most striking
“in March 2020, saw the number of

ebo E users increase from an average of 344

= 1 users per day between March 2 and 8, to
— -+ 398 between March 22 and 29. Similarly, average
.'_;, itter users grew from 37,302 in the first week

to 89,338 in the last.
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ates witr 0se Faceboo groups
nlflcantly in March 2020.

p of QAnon groups on Facebook

,a by 120% in March and engagement

creased by 91%.



I

onversation
1S into the Q
J;Tn January 2018 when the community
)nto the hashtag #ReleaseTheMemo.4
dden proliferation of this trend drew media
= --__—--E n with research suggesting Russian bot
—= Shterference on Twitter. This increase is not seen

e = -' i

m’Facebook conversation at the same time.
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also on Facebook include the first
e of Q followers at Trump rallies in
ao 18 and the death of Jeffrey Epstein
=2019.
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> LOP 100U Ju r1es driving

" “of QAnon on Twitter were the US, the

nada and Australia. On average the US
d for 89.5% of mentions of Q-related

= hasl s from October 2017 to October 20109.

'L:‘__,’;"i ow ever In the last eight months this has

= =fh:opped to 87%, suggesting that the conspiracy

: ~theory is spreading and taking hold

internationally.
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ysis showed that 20.4% of all QAnon-
ifa acebook posts contained links to

— htfbe while on Twitter 5% of QAnon-related
"_:'" _jﬂQSf s contained YouTube links.
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0Dc : Une ZUZu, ®
69 475,451 m|II|on tweets, 487 310
0K k posts and 281,554 Instagram posts
ihg QAnon-related hashtags and phrases.
1_-“__1"3\ aII three platforms, a clear trend exists
= owing a notable increase in conversation
,*: lumes coinciding with periods when lockdowns
were issued in response to the COVID-19
pandemic in March 2020.
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gures snow Nat user
mcreased in line with spikes in

ation, and often coinciding with media
n given to the Q community.

— T:,_.;____-.;-;- ar to trends seen in conversation volume,
= mbers of individuals discussing QAnon
:"*""}mcreased significantly between 31 July and 2

- August 2018, when Q followers were first spotted
at a Trump rally in Tampa, Florida.
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Ce, unique Twitter users rose above

‘]' the first time. A similar trend was
1 on Facebook, where user numbers
han doubled during those dates.
= Additior aIIy, new users engaging in the
-;: —con: ons p|racy grew on both Twitter and Facebook
= ~=Jéhroughout July 2019, with the arrest and

~subsequent death of Jeffrey Epstein.
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>=SNdred You 1ubDeE K over tre
from Twitter was a link to the 1hr 17
n film

hadows which was released in April

= 20, _and has so far amassed more than 15.5
" ""i aillion views on YouTube, despite being demoted

—

? = hy the platform.7
We found that posts containing links to Out of
Shadows on Facebook have received almost 2
million interactions since it was released.



«g red YouTube videos have since been

from the platform. The third-highest
fnk from Facebook to YouTube is a 40-

= minv eo released in March 2020 that details

= f‘f ronavirus conspiracies linked to QAnon.9 It has

5o far amassed almost 300,000 views.
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'y 2018, QAnon conversation on Twitter

d _by 249%, fuelled by the movement'’s
the hashtag #ReleasetheMemo.10
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= The consplracys first brush with the mainstream
—— media came less than three months after the
~movement’s origins, when the community latched
onto the #ReleaseTheMemo hashtag, referring to
the memo written by the staff of US rep Devin
Nunes that would allegedly show that the FBI's
investigation into Russia was politically biased.



=S| GR =i
he hashtag was boosted by Russian
Tw tter Interestingly, our data shows that
aseTheMemo spike was not present in

< conversation at the time.11
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rs of the conspiracy, pIays a role in the
_ﬁ 's growth.
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2leb |t1es who expressed their support for the
Anon movement early on, such as actress and
= -:ﬁresmentlal candidate Roseanne Barr, played a
_role in the movement’s conversation growth,
particularly when her association was highlighted
In multiple media articles at the end of March
2018.
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ent, but allegations of celebrities being
1 in certain aspects of the conspiracy has
_ted conversation volumes. In April 2018,
between talk show host Sean Hannity and
=-tele "“v sion host Jimmy Kimmel put Kimmel in the
= nzlrrg line of the QAnon community, where they
= a&empted to link him13 to Pizzagate, a debunked
- conspiracy theory that claimed that references to
“pizza” made in the emails of John Podesta,
Hillary Clinton’s campaign manager, were
references to child trafficking.




w JuIy 2018 the Q communlty
Mlchael Avenatti, lawyer to adult film
St rmy Daniels, after a Qdrop pointed
;hls direction.16 Daniels was involved in a
= -,._"?' al with President Trump and reportedly

-'—-_

ﬁ.mw::ecewed ‘hush’ monies during the 2016
prES|dent|aI election.



decreases in Q conversatlon also
lth silences from Q, seen especially
gust and 2 November 2019 when
;,..::r nths of silence from Q made
‘conversation on Twitter drop to under 50,000

_-—

ntlons per day.
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IuII in the conversatlon from April to
mentlons of QAnon skyrocketed again,
ersatlon iIncreasing by 136% between

_ -ﬂa jf when Epstein was charged with sex
ckmg and conspiracy to traffic minors for
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'Throughout July and August, Epstein was the
second most-mentioned named individual behind
Trump in QAnon discussion on Twitter.



- the Q community were

the |dent|ty of the whistleblower
the Impeachment trial. Amplified by
qe =o the President himself, his name was
= —revealed. This coincided with a 162% spike in Q

—l-'-—'_

ﬁ.-v-tnnversatlon on 28 December 2019.
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unlform approach that most nations
onse to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the need for the public to listen to
J/ice :ém several global institutions and the
- —fa — hat people were confined to their homes,
trieated an opportunity for QAnon conspiracy

"j' _theorlsts to capitalise on.
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cke owns caused Increases in usage of

. ook and Twitter which also

S| or ded with a sudden and drastic increase
_QAnon conversations and user numbers

——
_|

=
"'_—-|- o— —

4 = about the conspiracy. Throughout that
== week coronavirus was the third-most featured
~ word in QAnon tweets, behind the hashtags
#QAnon, #wwglwga and mentions of President
Trump.
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th COVID-19 on 12 March was deemed to
nnection between Hollywood elites and the
‘fed to this, adrenochrome became another
C iS¢ ue with mentions of the drug increasing by
% C pared to the week before. The drug itself is

= linked tc specmc conspiracy theories that it is

R . —— ——

==k LIFactured through the ritualistic torture of children

~_ before being consumed by celebrities, and this was quickly
-linked to COVID-19, with suggestions that the
adrenochrome supply had in some way been infected with
the coronavirus.
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sts, we identified a number of important sub-

It IS included discussion of the political

Antifa, which was mentioned 194,000 in

'_%/\'nth QAnon keywords. In particular, discussion

__ _,;. Jnt Antifa as a terrorist organisation, and puppet

__—-_;_F_f-" e e [te In addition to this, many conspiracy theories

rged about Floyd himself and his murder. Commonly,

| -r,_fhese suggest that the murder was staged to harm Trump’s
- re-election campaign and that Floyd himself was complicit

in this plot.



Figure 5 Heat map showing geographic distribution of QAnon conversation

Oct"17dun"18




Figure 5 Heat map showing geographic distribution of QAnon conversation

Oct"17—-un"18
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Figure 1 The volume over time of QAnon posts 2017 — 2020. Left-hand side y-axis is the volume of Twitter posts;
Right-hand side y-axis is the volume of Facebook and Instagram posts.

Volume of QAnon discussion over time
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cult-rebranded/
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— Why the ‘Protocols of the Elders of Zion' is
still pushed by anti-Semites more than a
century after hoax first circulated 4

September 2, 2020 3.20

https://theconversation.com/why-the-protocols-of-the-
elders-of-zion-is-still-pushed-by-anti-semites-more-than-
a-century-after-hoax-first-circulated-145220




ElEensrof Zion

t. described above, !

as the conspiracy

C “all time. It was called The Protocols

ars of Zion. It was written by Russian

propagandlsts around 1902. It

_.__- Je _;myths about a Jewish plot to take over

world that had existed for hundreds of years.

- __;j:';_-:. Ce aTrto its mythology was the Blood Libel,

_— -:whlch claimed that Jews kidnapped and

— staughtered Christian children and drained their

- blood to mix in the dough for matzos consumed

on Jewish holidays.

https://www.justsecurity.org/72339/ganon-is-a-nazi-
cult-rebranded/




(o]ug SChI|dS to Soros

‘ue 5 the influence of the Protocols among cranks

_ sts IS not the language of the text itself — which

- ; 1 are likely to have fully read in its various

'sions — but what this forgery purports to underscore,
== W a-“ s‘fhe astonishingly cunning influence of Jews in

: ___ :5’-' |1h|story

J——- |

—

—— "The Protocols thus have no importance in themselves; they

are spurious. But they do bestow precision upon apocalyptic
fears, which could not survive without some ingredient of
plausibility — however wildly far-fetched.

https://theconversation.com/why-the-protocols-of-the-
elders-of-zion-is-still-pushed-by-anti-semites-more-than-
a-century-after-hoax-first-circulated-145220
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sely like an
-reallty game, or ARG.
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’are designed to be clue-cracking,

s —— o

1platform scavenger hunts. They're

-
e

——-'_..-El—-'

—

=0 en used as a promotion, like for a
~— — movie. A studio plants a cryptic clue in
- - the world around us.

https://www.wired.com/story/ganon-most-

dangerous-multiplatform-game/



https://www.wired.com/story/qanon-most-dangerous-multiplatform-game/
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notice It ana Google It, | leads
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eds more clues that the
;- aker has craftily embedded in

..'_

arious websites, online videos, maps,
~ and even voice message boxes.
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_';'"# =— The first big ARG—called The Beast—

-~ was created in 2001 to promote the
Steven Spielberg movie A.I

https://www.wired.com/story/ganon-most-
dangerous-multiplatform-game/
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@0 curiouserinstitute

% A Ganle Designer,S AH&IYSiS Of

QAnon

Playing with reality

Rabbit Rabbit

Sep 30, 2020 - 26 min read

Written by Reed Berkowitz

https://medium.com/curiouserinstitute/a-game-designers-
analysis-of-ganon-580972548be5
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s.and rlghtly so. It uses many of

ammg mechanisms and

~=It has a game-like feel to it that is
to anyone who has ever played an

_;:,_' 3, onllne role-play (RP) or LARP

= fore The similarities are so striking that

St has often been referred to as a LARP or

- ARG. However this beast is very very

different from a game.

https://medium.com/curiouserinstitute/a-game-designers-
analysis-of-ganon-580972548be5
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lia |s the tendency to

ve ¢ a connection or meaningful
etween unrelated or

thlngs (such as objects or

https://medium.com/curiouserinstitute/a-game-designers-
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