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Watchdogs:

• Prevent wasteful spending and 
activities

• Prevent abuse of power
• Prevent fraud
• Protect public health and safety



Watchdog principles

• Documentation
• Accuracy
• Verification
• Context and perspective
• Nonpartisan



Watchdog techniques

• Consistent and open monitoring
• Use and publication of original 

documents and data
• Establishing document trails



What to find and use: Documents 
from different levels of government

• Local
• Regional
• State
• Federal
• Authorities and commissions
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What to find and use: Primary 
documents

• Bids
• Reports
• Audits
• Inspections and fines
• Investigations
• Regulatory action
• Hearing transcripts or videos



What to find and use: Primary 
documents on property

• Sales and transfers
• Assessments
• Exemptions
• Loan
• Taxes
• Payments 
• Foreclosures
• Zoning



What to find and use: Primary 
documents from judicial system

• Crimes
• Lawsuits
• Estates
• Bankruptcy 
• Dockets
• Prosecutions
• Jails



What to find and use: Primary 
documents from legislative system

• Disclosures
• Lobbying
• Bills
• Campaign donations
• Campaign and office expenses



What to find and use: Business 
documents

• Licenses
• State and corporate filings
• Regulatory actions



What to find and use: Secondary 
documents

• News articles
• Industry newsletters and articles
• Academic articles
• Blogs



Issues and approaches

• Fact-checking
• Investigative
• Anecdotal
• Access to events
• Access to locations



A tour and overview of some online 
documents and data
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A tour and overview of some online 
documents and data
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A tour and overview of some online 
documents and data
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Other basic sites – County and 
courts
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Other basic sites – Public notices
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