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RECENT EVENTS

Warren Buffett Will Sell His Newspaper
Empire

With a deal to sell Berkshire Hathaway’s newspapers to Lee

Enterprises, the billionaire is giving up on the news business.



https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/29/business/media/warren-buffett-newspapers.html
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LOSING THE NEWS

As local news outlets are gutted and shuttered,
reporters laid off, publication schedules cut, and
resources tightened across the country, Losing the
News: The Decimation of Local News and the
Search for Solutions sounds the alarm about the
existential threat facing local watchdog journalism
and proposes big-picture solutions for its

revitalization.

At a time when political polarization is growing and
fraudulent news is spreading, a shared baseline of
facts on the issues that most directly affect
Americans is more essential than ever. Without
reliable information on how tax dollars are spent,
how federal policy affects local communities, and
whether local elected officials are meeting
constituent needs, how can citizens make informed

choices about who should govern?

Confronted with the scope and stakes of the

problem, Losing the News ultimately calls for a
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https://pen.org/local-news/
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NEW DIRECTIONS

Are there alternatives to declining,

disappearing newspapers?

Many of us in journalism are working to develop newsrooms that
will provide valuable and quality journalism. Our approach is not
to “replace” what has been lost, but to reinvent the coverage. That
reinvention — already underway — is through better use of online
digital tools and algorithms by nimble reporters who get out into
communities, but also are data savvy and can adapt to ever-
changing technology.


https://news.illinois.edu/view/6367/805912

HOW BAD IS IT?

The New Hork Times

Opinion

Will The Chicago Tribune Be the
Next Newspaper Plcked to the Bone"

\\.k

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/19/opinion/c
hicago-tribune-alden-capital.html



PRIVATE EQUITY

2N gobbling up newspapers
tematlcally squeezing the life

ed dialogue that a newspaper enables, the public
ness is the private province of the local commercial


https://prospect.org/health/saving-free-press-private-equity

pace to squeeze profit from
industry. In the Bay Area, it has decimated the San Jose
cury News, cutting a newsroom of more than 400 down


https://www.cjr.org/the_media_today/denver-post-cuts-digital-first.php

LOCALLY

Champaign, affecting 130 employees
e Printing, Publishing and Media
1 unlcatlon Workers of America,

N notice. The News-Gazette in August reported it had
purchased by Community Media Group,


https://patch.com/illinois/champaign/over-500-illinois-layoffs-nestle-newspaper-cut-employees
https://www.news-gazette.com/news/news-gazette-media-to-be-sold-to-community-media-group/article_ff336582-43bd-5131-bdab-f46735458815.html
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JO GROWTH AUDIENCE IN PUBLIC
3ROADCASTING

e news offerings of U.S.

‘0adc s have been marked by
tive financial stability and, in the past
ear, little to no audience growth.
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https://www.journalism.org/fact-sheet/public-broadcasting/

DISAPPEARING CREDIBILITY

About two-thirds of Americans get news
on social media
28 of IS, adults wwho getf news on social media ...

58% ever get
MEWS. Ok

But most social media news
consumers expect news there to be
inaccurate

22 of social media news consumers who say they expect
the news they see on social media to be ...

Largely inaccurate Largely accurate
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Americans' Trust in Mass Media
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Challenging Truth and Trust: A Global Inventory
of Organized Socal Media Manipulation

Sareanrta Qradihas, Univeritty of Croobord
Philip M, Howard, Unkaerally of Celord
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E OF NONPROFITS

) Global Investigative Journalism Network
s -

organizations

2001: 20
2019: 183



E OF REAL NEWS

h dollar spent on stories
erate hundreds of
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in benefits acro
community.”
Economist James Hamilton,
- Democracy’s Detectives: The
Economics of Investigative
Journalism
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Local News in America Is Dying. Charity

Might Save It

Some 200 nonprofit websites are hustling to keep state and city governments

honest. Many are succeeding.

By Gerry Smith
April 25, 2019, 3:00 AM CDT

SHARE THIS ARTICLE The City, a website covering local news in America’s biggest

K share metropolis, debuted this month with a bank account some of its nonprofit

W Tweet peers could only dream of.
in post
4 Email Backed by almost $10 million from philanthropies and individuals, the New
York-based news organization has more than double the cash that

ofit-pioneer the Texas Tribune had when it started 10 years ago.
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MHAT IS GOOD NONPROFIT NEWS

lependent confirmation of facts
porting documents or data
sparent funding

~ +Corrections

~ *Separation of news from opinion



TAINABILITY MODEL

Subscriptio
lemberships
community events

ublications and educational
material

» Collaborations

 Focus on certain topics

» Better use of technology — digital



OCALAND REGIONAL NEWROOMS

" :"H._

/V lﬂf"‘*ll A e st @Geniiell
ffor |NVE5T|GALT|VE EEPGET"\IG


https://www.cu-citizenaccess.org/
https://investigatemidwest.org/
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