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DEATH ON THE TRACKS

Oversight Is Spotty on Rail-
Crossing Safety Projects

By Walt Bogdanich and Jenny Nordberg

Feb. 18, 2005 fad D

When Missouri state auditors set out to learn if railroads were
prudently spending government money to install warning signals
at grade crossings, they found more than a few problems.

According to audit reports from two years ago, one railroad,
Kansas City Southern, had submitted overcharges of nearly 100
percent, or almost $60,000, on one project. Another, BNSF Railway,
also had an overcharge of nearly 100 percent.

And that was not all. BNSF, formerly known as Burlington
Northern and Santa Fe, overcharged to a lesser degree on more
than a dozen other signal projects, records show.

Missouri officials should not have been surprised. In 2000,
Missouri asked BNSF to repay $670,000 in overcharges on 43
earlier signal projects, all financed mostly by the Federal Highway
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Monsanto’s defense: Fungal disease, Celifieeoopjenicieamba

not dicamba, to blame for peach

farmer’s problems

By Johnathan Hettinger | 10 hours ago
For the past two weeks of a federal trial brought by Missouri’s largest peach farm
against German agribusiness giants Bayer and BASF, the focus has been on the

weed killer dicamba.
behind-the

On Monday, with the plaintiff wrapping up its ca ] nting D nd other materia uding a free cops
Monsanto shifted the attention to evervthing but the herbicide. Monsanto was < .
bought by Bayer in 2018,

More from Dicamba on Trial

farm o itness aw om resting its BUY OUR ANTHOLOGY OF
DICAMBA-RELATED COVERAGE
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Breaking News
Reporting

Investigative Reporting

cplanatory Reporting

WINNERS

South Florida Sun Sentinel

For exposing failings by school and law enforcement officials
before and afier the deadly shooting rampage at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School.

Staff of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

For immersive, compassionate coverage of the massacre at
Pittsburgh'’s Tree of Life synagogue that captured the anguish and
resilience of a community thrust into grief.

Matt Hamilton, Harriet Ryan and Paul Pringle of the
Los Angeles Times

For consequential reporting on a University of Southern
California gynecologist accused of violating hundreds of young
women for more than a quarter-century.

David Barstow, Susanne Craig and Russ Buettner of
The New York Times

For an exhaustive 18-month investigation of President Donald

FINALISTS

ProPublica

‘The Washinggon Post

Staff of the Cl

Record in collaboration with the

Enterprise-

Bay Area News Group

Staff of the South Florida Sun

Sentinel

David Barstow, Susanne Craig
and Russ Buettner of The New
York Times

Kathleen McGro

Bedi of the Tampa Bay Times

Aaron Glantz and Emmanuel

Martinez of Reveal from The

Center for Investigative
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The IRE Awards is the annual contest of Investigative Reporters and Edito

Inc. recogn e reporting by print, broadcast and
online media.

After judging, all entries are placed in IRE” enter story libra hat IRE members may learn from others” triumphs and troubles. The
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About the 2019 contest

The IRE Aw
The deadline to en X nidnight Eastern.
'AQ for all your IRE
Jud, will be completed in Apri

The awards

Check out our ard-related questio

be presented at the on Saturday, June

Subscribe to the

A d T O

804 AM
2/11/2020

5


https://www.ire.org/awards/ire-awards/winners/2018-ire-award-winners
https://www.ire.org/awards/ire-awards

WATCHDOG JOURNALISM IN THE U.S

oY Wisconsin
W,

it the Cente S i S member ¥ Coverageareas ¥ Projects ¥ Be your own watchdog

ABOUT WClJ

We are a member of the Trust

Journalism

Project -

Former interns and fellows: Where they are now
Board of Directors

News about the Center

The Trust Project

Public Engagement and Opinion
Funding

Ethics

Republishing guidelines

Be your own watchdog

Awards and honors

WClJ logos

Subscribe to our free email newsletters
Donate

Contact



https://www.ire.org/awards/ire-awards/winners/2018-ire-award-winners
https://www.wisconsinwatch.org/trust-project/

WATCHDOG JOURNALISM IN THE U.S

ProPublica ProPublica lllinois Local Reporting Network Electionland Data Store

@ PROPUBLICA Graphics & Data Newsletters About & cetthe sig

ﬁf&, Immigration ﬁ Trump Administration ﬁl Politics qﬁ Criminal Justice More... Series

INSIDE THE BORDER PATROL Featured Series

A Group of Agents Rose

Thl‘ough the Ral]ks to THE TURBOTAX TRAP
Lead the Border Patrol.

They’re Leaving It in

Crisis.

How the Tax Prep Industry Makes You Pay

How several agents from a small outpost
in Arizona, includi ecently retired
chief Carla Provost, climbed to the top
of the Border Patrol, then one by one
retired, leaving corruption, misconduct
and a toxic culture in their wake.

Did You Give Birthin Help Us Understand TurboT d Others Ch datLeast 14
Your Home? Help - How the Cost of urboTax and Others Charged at Least

ProPublica and Vox - Diabetes CareIs Million Americans for Tax Prep That

Report. WV Threatening Lives Should Have Been Free, Audit Finds

by Nina b b er an e - Tax software companies made around $1 billion in
revenue by charging people who were eligible to file for
free.

el and Justin Elliott
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Crime and punishment, from the street to the courtroom and prisons

MILITARIZATION OF POLICE

CRIMINAL JU

Air marshals say a party-hearty
attitude prevails at the agency

Former and current ai

forward -off"

itution and other

culture rife with adultery, pr

misconduct.

SOLITARY CONFINEMENT

IMINAL JUSTICE

Air marshals’ flight schedules
rearranged for trysts, employees

marshals assigned to protect
ercial flights across the U.S. were furtively
from thei i flight:
meet for sexual trysts, get better routes or travel
they preferred, rent and former
employees said.

they could

LAW ENFORCEMENT

LEFT FOR DEAD

IMINAL JUSTICE

America’s gun-toting guards
armed with poor training, little
oversight

Across the U.
oversight and almost no acc
ity guards who

a haphazard system of lax

endanger
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Truth or Consequences: Where is
Watchdog Journalism Today?

Despite budget cuts and shrinking newsrooms, watchdog reporters are
finding new ways to fulfill an old mission—holding those in power to account
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EH Institute for
Nonprofit News

About Calendar Awards Programs ¥ Learn Startup Guide INNIndex ForMembers Careers Services Bestof Nonprofit News ¥

Member Directory Dorothy Kunes Cross Fund

THE BEST OF
NONPROFIT NEWS

- , The Best of Nonprofit
Climate Change and Environment N ews 201 9

Immigration

Aoney, Power and Influence

Introduction

Civil Rights

Health and Heaiin Care More than 230 members of the Institute for Nonprofit News regularly produce

Education and Child Welfare rigorous public service journalism that elevates diverse voices, informs
Community Well-being communities and holds the powerful accountable. Check out some of the year's
best work displayed by category.

Local Investigations

Criminal Justice

If you value these stories, please support the newsrooms behind them. You can
Agriculture and Food find many at NewsMatch.org, where your gift to journalism will make a difference
all year long.
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h dollar spent on stories
erate hundreds of
enefits to society.
ing thousands to
iver millions
in benefits acro
community.”
Economist James Hamilton,
- Democracy’s Detectives: The
Economics of Investigative
Journalism
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