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https://www.cjr.org/the_media_today/mcclatc
hy_bankruptcy_local_news.php

https://www.cjr.org/the_media_today/mcclatchy_bankruptcy_local_news.php


 “There are two ways to be 
fooled. One is to believe what 
isn’t true; the other is to 
refuse to believe what is 
true.”

 - Kierkegaard



https://www.cbsnews.com/news/russias-
radio-sputnik-kremlin-funded-kansas-city-
missouri-2020-02-17/
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/natio
nal-security/rt-agrees-to-register-as-an-agent-
of-the-russian-
government/2017/11/09/bd62f9a2-c558-
11e7-aae0-cb18a8c29c65_story.html
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https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archiv
e/2020/03/the-2020-disinformation-
war/605530/
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 The Trump campaign is planning to 
spend more than $1 billion, and it will be 
aided by a vast coalition of partisan 
media, outside political groups, and 
enterprising freelance operatives. These 
pro-Trump forces are poised to wage 
what could be the most extensive 
disinformation campaign in U.S. history. 
Whether or not it succeeds in reelecting 
the president, the wreckage it leaves 
behind could be irreparable.



• http://www.cc.com/video-
clips/lkmdal/the-daily-show-with-jon-
stewart-fox-news--false-statements
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https://www.mediamatters.org/fake-news/fox-
news-year-apologies-fake-videos-false-info-
cutting-and-pasting-gop
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 The weaponization of micro-targeting 
was pioneered in large part by the data 
scientists at Cambridge Analytica. The 
firm began as part of a nonpartisan 
military contractor that used digital 
psyops to target terrorist groups and drug 
cartels. In Pakistan, it worked to thwart 
jihadist recruitment efforts; in South 
America, it circulated disinformation to 
turn drug dealers against their bosses.



https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-
way/2018/03/21/595470164/in-hidden-
camera-expose-cambridge-analytica-
executives-boast-of-role-in-trump-wi
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 They no longer need to silence 
the dissident shouting in the 
streets; they can use a 
megaphone to drown him out. 
Scholars have a name for this: 
censorship through noise.



I was surprised by the effect it had on 
me. I’d assumed that my skepticism 
and media literacy would inoculate me 
against such distortions. But I soon 
found myself reflexively 
questioning every headline. It wasn’t 
that I believed Trump and his boosters 
were telling the truth. It was that, in this 
state of heightened suspicion, truth 
itself—about Ukraine, impeachment, or 
anything else—felt more and more 
difficult to locate. With each swipe, the 
notion of observable reality drifted 
further out of reach.



.



 Companies such as Facebook and 
Twitter, he believes, should be 
required by law to police their 
platforms for disinformation and 
abusive trolling. “It’s not going to 
solve the whole problem,” he told 
me, “but it’s going to help with 
volume.”

.



https://www.facebook.com/ads/library/?active
_status=all&ad_type=all&country=US&impress
ion_search_field=has_impressions_lifetime
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 The political theorist Hannah Arendt once wrote 
that the most successful totalitarian leaders of the 
20th century instilled in their followers “a mixture 
of gullibility and cynicism.” When they were lied 
to, they chose to believe it. When a lie was 
debunked, they claimed they’d known all along—
and would then “admire the leaders for their 
superior tactical cleverness.” Over time, Arendt 
wrote, the onslaught of propaganda conditioned 
people to “believe everything and nothing, think 
that everything was possible and that nothing was 
true.”

.
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