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A look at the Americans who believe
there is some truth to the conspiracy
theory that COVID-19 was planned

BY KATHERINE SCHAEFFER

that powerful people intention

quarter of 17.S. adults see at least some truth in it

R

Educational attainment is an especially important factor when it comes to perceptions of
the conspiracy theory. Around half of Americans with a high school diploma or less

education (

compares with 38% of those who have completed some college but have no degree
those with a bachelor’s degree and 15% of those with a postgraduate degree.

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/07/24/a-look-at-the-americans-who-
believe-there-is-some-truth-to-the-conspiracy-theory-that-covid-19-was-planned/
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ligtion also plays a role in perceptions
Y. A bout a third (34%) of Republicans
2N ents who lean to the GOP say the
that -owerful people intentionally planned
D-19 outbreak is probably or definitely
Ja p pared with 18% of Democrats and

":-?— ocratlc leaners.

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/07/24/a-look-at-the-americans-who-
believe-there-is-some-truth-to-the-conspiracy-theory-that-covid-19-was-planned/
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Nine COVID-19 Myths That Just

Won't Go Away

From a human-made virus to vaccine conspiracy theories, we rounded up the most persistent
false claims about the pandemic

By Tanya Lewis on August 18, 2020 4w st

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/nine-covid-19-myths-that-
just-wont-go-away/
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coronavirus was engineered in a lab in China.
*‘nr e pathogen first emerged and began infecting people
, China, President Donald Trump has claimed—without

that it started in a laboratory there. Some conspiracy
_-have even speculated it was engineered as a
pén although U.S. intelligence agencies have categorically
--.l,..= possibility, stating that the intelligence community

. _'"'--_* sncurs with the wide scientific consensus that the COVID-19

q__ *"‘:A,/II‘US was not manmade or genetically modified.” No credible

~ evidence has emerged to support an accidental lab release either.

—— el

== https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/nine-covid-19-myths-that-
just-wont-go-away/
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Wealthy elites inter he virus to win power
'?":"i* ha vndeo from a conspiracy theory film entitled

and a book she co-authored, a woman named Judy
Its, who once published a high-profile, now retracted study
I ';I "'é 'fatigue syndrome, makes unsubstantiated claims

-r-_,‘

; National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
= —direc ter Anthony Fauci and Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates,
—— | gestlng they have used their power to profit from disease.

e
R

== == Science and the Web site PolitiFact have fact-checked some of

~ ~  thefilm's claims, many of which appear elsewhere in this article.

= =

-~~~ The video was widely shared by anti-vaxxers and the conspiracy
.~ theory group QAnon.

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/nine-covid-19-myths-that-
just-wont-go-away/
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idemic, Trump repeatedly claimed that the disease

re dangerous than seasonal influenza. But on

er 9 the Washington Post published recordings of Trump
C *4 alist and author Bob Woodward—in interviews in

y F uary and late March—that the president knew COVID-

"ore deadly than the flu and that he wanted to play

~ down lts: severity. Although COVID-19’s exact mortality rate is

= f,,. d to pin down, epidemiologists suspect it is far higher than

= that of the flu. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

= :'-f—:z__, -estimates that the latter causes roughly 12,000 to 61,000 deaths

- - per year in the U.S. By contrast, COVID-19 has caused more than
= - 191,000 deaths in the country as of this writing.*

q
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https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/nine-covid-19-myths-that-
just-wont-go-away/
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eed [0 wear a mask. Although early
n m sks from the CDC and the WHO was confusing
“*« , there is now a strong consensus among
'authorities—supported by numerous studies—
earin g a face covering can limit the transmission of the
- s through small exhaled droplets. Masks have long
e m’-’ '_‘_ n as an effective means of source control

— -

5 :::#" reventing a sick patient from spreading a disease to others),
== DU the early guidance was based, in part, on the fact that
—= ,.__.there was a shortage of high-quality *N95” and surgical

— Tnasks

P

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/nine-covid-19-myths-that-
just-wont-go-away/
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XY chloroqume might be effective at treating the disease,
1 others seized on it and have continued to tout the
despite growing evidence that it does not benefit
-] atlents In a tweet, Trump called the
“‘“* oroqume treatment “one of the biggest game changers

in: p‘i; of medicine,” and he has mentioned it repeatedly in

e TT' s public coronavirus briefings. The Food and Drug Administration
— ﬂrlly iISsued an emergency use authorization for the drug, but
— ,.=_f “"the agency later warned against its use because of the risk of
> ~heart problems and ultimately revoked its authorization.

™ "MAN

’ >
a . a
CA1C @

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/nine-covid-19-myths-that-
just-wont-go-away/
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ate ‘May and June to protest the police killing of George
lence against Black Americans, some people
vhether the mass gatherings would cause a spike in

S cases But despite the concerns of Republicans such as
3‘ tlve Jim Jordan of Ohio that the demonstrations pose as
ig a k as going to church or the gym, such a marked increase

e '_._-

=l F he protests has not been observed. A white paper analysis of
-'; = ‘ﬁF&ests in 315 of the largest U.S. cities by the National Bureau of
— ,_=: “"Economlc Research found no evidence that they led to more
—— ~— COVID-19 cases or deaths.

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/nine-covid-19-myths-that-
just-wont-go-away/
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of the U.S. i
Trump has frequently claimed that these spikes are
g-- result of more people being tested. He has tweeted
i testing ... we would be showing almost no cases”
said in interviews that the reason they appear to have
-;; , because of increased testing. If that scenario were true,
1€L-expect the percentage of positive tests to go down. But

o -
L e

e ',’; merous analyses have shown the opposite. The rate has risen in

. j;maﬂy states with big outbreaks (such as Arizona, Texas and

— ,_=_: — Florida), while it has decreased in those that have controlled their

-~ — outbreaks (such as New York), indicating that the national increase
in positive tests reflects a true increase in cases.

...... | U C V Dd

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/nine-covid-19-myths-that-
just-wont-go-away/
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puiation. cariy O Y DANde , SOME p ateC
)lic es chosen by the U.K. and Sweden gave the
) that they planned on letting the virus circulate through
Ulation until they reached herd immunity—the point at
enough people are immune to the virus to prevent it from
i'.'j' g to others. (Both nations’ governments have denied that

t -—-.p a was their official strategy, but the U.K. was late to issue a

= ———full lo “kdown, and Sweden had decided against widespread
-'-:*- :arICtIOTIS) There is a fundamental flaw with this approach,
— ,_=_: “"however Experts estimate that roughly 60 to 70 percent of people

—_— ~—would need to get COVID-19 to achieve herd immunity.

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/nine-covid-19-myths-that-
just-wont-go-away/
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Y vacc e and a bigger risk than getting
ieAS C|ent|sts race to develop a vaccine against the
norrying reports have emerged that many people may
- one once it is available. Conspiracy theories about
L ccmes have circulated among anti-vax groups and in
-*-'3- os. In Plandemic, Mikovits falsely claims that any COVID-
19 vac "mve will “kill millions” and that other vaccines have done so
: -,q?' fact, vaccines save millions of lives each year). Another

e s

; — ccmsplracy theory asserts that Bill Gates has a secret plan to use

—:-'"’";:h_.vaccmes to implant trackable microchips in people; Gates has
— denled the claim, which is not supported by evidence.

_—

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/nine-covid-19-myths-that-
just-wont-go-away/
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SCIENCE CORONAVIRUS COVERAGE

Dozens of COVID-19 vaccines are in
development. Here are the ones to
follow.

Here are the COVID-19 vaccine prospects that have made it to phase three
trials and beyond.
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Several efforts are underway to help make that possible, including the U.S.

government’s Operation Warp Speed initiative, which has pledged $10 billion

efforts to develop a vaccine, with an eve toward delivering

two billion doses by the end of 2021.

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/health-and-human-body/human-
diseases/coronavirus-vaccine-tracker-how-they-work-latest-developments-cvd/
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coronavirus-vaccine-internationally-11600610554
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( hina Injects Hundreds of Thousands With Experimental Covid-19 Vaccines

Chinese pharmaceutical companies administer d inoculations outside of clinical trials, despite dangers

THROUGH
BOTH CHAOS...

VaCGINEECO]

https://www.wsj.com/articles/china-injects-hundreds-of-
thousands-with-experimental-covid-19-vaccines-
11599834029
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AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine trial suspended in US for at
least several more days amid concerns over serious
complication

Charles Davis Sep 14, 2020, 11:22 PM
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https://www.businessinsider.com/astrazeneca-covid-vaccine-
trial-suspended-for-several-more-days-2020-9
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Business

J&J Halts Covid-19 Vaccine Trial Due tc

Unexplained lliness

Bloomberg News
October 12, 2020, 7:58 PM CDT Updated on October 13, 2020, 3:13 AM CDT
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Innovation Loves Compamn

Meet 3 new membaers of the Invesco O

https://www.businessinsider.com/astrazeneca-covid-vaccine-
trial-suspended-for-several-more-days-2020-9
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Moderna says COVID-19 vaccine unlikely to be
ready before U.S. election - FT

By Reuters Staff

mogerng
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y for emergency authorization for

https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-moderna-
vaccine/moderna-says-covid-19-vaccine-unlikely-to-be-ready-before-u-s-
election-ft-idUSKBN26M48F
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@ COVID-19 Dashboard by the Center for Systems Science and Engineering (CSSE) at Johns Hopkins University (JHU)
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@ COVID-19 Dashboard by the Center for Systems Science and Engineering (CSSE) at Johns Hopkins University (JHU)
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Covid in the U.S.: Latest Map and Case Count

By The New York Times Updated September 22, 2020, 8:01 A.M. E.T.

Leer en espariol

TOTAL REPORTED 0N SEPT. 21 14-DAY CHANGE

Cases 6.8 milliont 54,874 +7% —
Deaths 199,789 428 4% —

a report

Map Cases by state Hot spots Clusters Latest news »

At least 428 new coronavirus deaths and 54,874 new cases were
reported in the United States on Sept. 21. Over the past week, there
have been an average of 41,812 cases per day, an increase of 7
percent from the average two weeks earlier.

interactive/2020/us

us-cases.html

coronavirus-
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By The New York Times Updated September 29, 2020, 12:07 AM. E.T.

Leer en espariol

TOTAL REPORTED 0N SEPT. 28 14-DAY CHANGE

Cases /.1 milliont 37,234 +15% —
Deaths 204,941 344 3% —

ting anomaly.

Map Cases by state Hot spots Clusters Latest news »

At least 344 new coronavirus deaths and 37,234 new cases were
reported in the United States on Sept. 28. Over the past week, there
have been an average of 42,271 cases per day, an increase of 15
percent from the average two weeks earlier.
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Covid in the U.S.: Latest Map and Case Count

By The New York Times Updated October &, 2020, 7:42 AM. E.T.

Leer en espafiol

March Apri

TOTAL REPORTED 14 DAY CHANGE
Cases /.4 million+ +6% —
Deaths 210,029 -6% —

Day with data reporting anomaly.
mciud rmed and probable cases where available. 14-day change
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: éovid in the U.S.: Latest Map and Case Count

By The New York Times Updated October 13, 2020, 8:21 A.M. E.T.

Leer en espariol

June Julby Aug.

TOTAL REPORTED ONOCT 12 14-DAY CHANGE

Cases /.8 milliont 45,927 +19% —
Deaths 214,955 351 -5%

Map Cases by state Hot spots Clusters

At least 351 new coronavirus deaths and 45,927 new cases were
reported in the United States on Oct. 12. Over the past week, there
have been an average of 50,492 cases per day, an increase of 19

percent from the average two weeks earlier.
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Covid in the U.S.: Latest Map and Case Count

By The New York Times Updated October 20, 2020, 8:14 AM. E.T.

Leer en espariol

March  Apri
TOTAL REPORTED ONOCT 18 14-DAY CHANMGE
Cases 8.2 milliont 64,218 +34% —
Deaths 220,058 517 Flat—

data reporting anomaly.

Map Cases by state Hot spots Clusters

At least 517 new coronavirus deaths and 64,218 new cases were
reported in the United States on Oct. 19. Over the past week, there
have been an average of 59,269 cases per day, an increase of 34
percent from the average two weeks earlier.
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COVID-19 lllinois Positive Cases

Confirmed Rate Per Population Deaths Rate Per Population Tested Rate Per Population
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https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19
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COVID-19 lllinois Positive Cases

Totals Confirmed Rate Per Population Deaths Rate Per Population Tested Rate Per Population
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Total Tests
Performed

382,263

Active Recovered Currently Hospitalized Deaths

406 3,385 1 20

Confirmed Cases By Zip Code Active Cases By Zip Code

https://www.c-uphd.org/champaign-urbana-illinois-
coronavirus-information.html
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Confirmed Champaign County Total Tests
COVID-19 Cases Performed

446,570

Active Recovered Currently Hospitalized Deaths

327 3,989 = 20

Confirmed Cases By Zip Code Active Cases By Zip Code
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Confirmed Champaign County Total Tests
COVID-19 Cases Performed

515,105

Active Recovered Currently Hospitalized Deaths
356 4,315 8 20

Confirmed Cases By Zip Code Active Cases By Zip Code
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Confirmed Champaign County Total Tests
COVID-19 Cases Performed

572,869

Active Recovered Currently Hospitalized Deaths

364 4,651 2 23
@
Confirmed Cases By Zip Code Active Cases By Zip Code

October 4, 2020
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Confirmed Champaign County Total Tests Performed
COVID-19 Cases

634,934

Active (InIsolation) Recovered Currently Hospitalized Deaths

306 4,998 27

Total Number of Tests

Cumulative and Aggregated Weekly

Total Close Contacts (Quarantine)

(Active + Releasad)

8,041

Active Close Contacts Close Contacts Released
in Quarantine from Quarantine

1,095 6,946

Close Contacts That Became Positive
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Total Tests Performed

696,296

Active (In Isolation) Recovered Currently Hospitalized Deaths

5,323

Total Number of Tests

Cumulativ

Active Close Contacts Close Contacts Released
in Quarantine from Quarantine

Close Contacts That Became Positive

912



Shield Testing Data

Results for University of lllinois, Urbana-Champaign.
Direct linking to this site will not work. To share please use https://go.illinois.edu/COVIDTestingData

View this webpage for more explanation of the data displayed in the dashboard. https:/covidiSillinois.edu/on-campus-covid-19-testing-data-dashboard/

Total Test Results Past 7-Day Case Positivity Rate
Case positivity is unique new cases/total number of test results.
Unique New Cases
Unique New Cases are the first time an individual is detected COVID-19 positive by the SHIELD saliva test
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Shield Testing Data e
.
Results for University of lllinois, Urbana-Champaign. = - =, ¥
Direct linking to this site will not work. To share please use hitps:/go.illinols.edu/COVIDTestingData = k
View this web for more ion of the data displayed in the dashboard, https://covidi9.illinois.edu/on-campus-covid-19-testing-data-dashboard/ 5 - .I [
Total Test Results Past 7-Day Case Positivity Rate B

412,470 041%

Case positivity is unique new cases/total number of test results.

Unique New Cases
Unique New Cases are the first time an individual is detected COVID-19 positive by the SHIELD saliva test
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Shield Testing Data

Results for University of lllinois, Urbana-Champaign.

Direct linking to this site will not work. To share please use htips:/go.illinois.edu/COVIDTestingData

View this web for more

1 of the data d

o)

d in the dashb

Total Test Results

470,764

Unique New Cases are the first time an individual is detected COVID-19 positive by the SHIELD saliva test

Unique New Cases

250

= 9
2 g

Dally New Cases
8

d. https://covid19.illinois.edu/on-campus-covid-19-testing-data-dashboard/

Past 7-Day Case Positivity Rate

0.28 %

Case positivity is unique new cases/total number of test results.
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Shield Testing Data

Shield Testing Data

Results for University of lllinois, Urbana-Champaign.
Direct linking to this site will not work. To share please use hitps/go.illinois edu/COVIDTestingData
View this for more )l ion of the data di: in the dashboard. https://covid19.illinois.edu/on-campus-covid-13-testing-data-dashboard/

527,807

Unique New Cases are the first time an individual is detected COVID-19 positive by the SHIELD saliva test

Total Test Results Past 7-Day Case Positivity Rate

0.24 %

Case positivity is unique new cases/total number of test results.
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NickeSabin.and New: Policys

How a Texas A&M Soccer Player and a
9-Day-0Id Policy Put Nick Saban Back
on the Alabama Sideline

Last week, before Nick Saban ever tested positive, SEC
leaders quietly voted to implement a key change in the
conference's COVID-19 policy.

ROSS DELLENGER - OCT 17,

f ¥ 9 &

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — About a month ago, some 600 miles west of here, a Texas
A&M soccer player registered positive for COVID-19 during a routine PCR test
conducted by the SEC.

Convinced she did nothing to put herself at risk, the player sought her own test
from the student health center on the College Station campus. The result
returned negative. Over the next few days, the school tested the player three
more times, producing all negative results.

https://www.si.com/college/2020/10/17/nick-saban-covid-test-
alabama-georgia
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-a for Handllng Asymptomatlc PCR Positive
] & Iow an asymptomatic person who tested

to r urn to activity if they test negative in three
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=~ fromone e another. The policy was approved through the
— league’s task force and was sent to the conference’s

— 'éxgéutlve board.
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can be discontinued 10 days after the date of their first positive RT-PCR test
for SARS-CoV-2 RNA.
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https://www.nbcwashington.com/news/national-international/animation-shows-how-coronavirus-spreads-at-dinner-table/2445568/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/10/12/nine-days-in-wuhan-the-ground-zero-of-the-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/09/14/is-russian-meddling-as-dangerous-as-we-think

ﬁttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JwEhn9hgHy4
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ﬁ‘&ps://wWw.youtube.com/watch?v=Ut4ijruSSO
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