
My Ántonia and Ragtime 

We will read two astonishing American novels:  My Ántonia (1918) by Willa Cather (1873-
1947), and Ragtime (1975) by E.L. Doctorow (1931-2015).  Reading and reflecting these 
novels onto each other will allow us to explore the twentieth-century American literary 
landscape in ways we might not have considered before, all while we experience two of 
America’s greatest storytellers. 

NOTE:  ANY EDITIONS OF THESE NOVELS WILL WORK FOR THIS CLASS. 

       Course Outline by Week 

Sept 3:  Introduction/background to Cather and Doctorow 

Sept 10:  Cather, My Ántonia, Book I 

Sept 17:  Cather, My Ántonia, Book II 

Sept 24:  Cather, My Ántonia, Books III, IV, V 

Oct 1:  Doctorow, Ragtime, I 

Oct 8:  Doctorow, Ragtime, II 

Oct 15:  Doctorow, Ragtime, III, IV 

Oct 22:  My Ántonia and Ragtime, together 

I look forward to our Cather/Doctorow adventure!  I’ll see you onscreen on September 3rd! 

 --Ann Boswell 

 

If you want to do some interesting preliminary reading, I am linking two short stories by 
Willa Cather, “Paul’s Case” (1905) and “The Bohemian Girl,” (1912), both published 
originally by McClure’s Magazine, and accessible online here: 

https://cather.unl.edu/writings/shortfiction/ss006 

https://cather.unl.edu/writings/shortfiction/ss004 

This is an essay from The New Yorker this summer about Cather’s Pulitzer Prize-winning 
novel, One of Ours.https://www.newyorker.com/culture/cultural-comment/willa-cathers-quietly-
shattering-war-novel  

 

I am also including an essay by E. L. Doctorow, first published in Esquire Magazine in 
1986. 
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