Germany’s Last Knight

The Life and Times of Franz von Sickingen
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C HARLES, BY THE GRACE OF Gop, HoLy Romax Emperor, ForEVER AUucusT, Kine

of Germany, King of Italy, King of all Spains, of Castile, Aragon, Leon,
Navarra. Grenada. Toledo, Valencia, Galicia, Majorca, Sevilla. Cordova, Murcia,
Jaén, Algarves, Algeciras. Gibraltar, the Canary Islands, King of Two Sicilies, of
Sardinia, Corsica, King of Jerusalem, King of the Western and Eastern Indies, Lord
of the Islands and Main Ocean Sea, Archduke of Austria, Duke of Burgundy,
Brabant, Lorraine, Styria. Carinthia, Carniola, Limburg, Luxembourg. Gelderland,
Neopatria, Wiirttemhberg, Landgrave of Alsace, Prince of Swabia, Asturia and
Catalonia, Count of Flanders, Habsburg, Tyrol, Gorizia, Barcelona, Artois, Burgundy
Palatine, Hainaut, Holland, Seeland, Ferrette, Kyburg, Namur, Roussillon,
Cerdagne, Zutphen, Margrave of the Holy Roman Empire, Burgau. Oristano and
Gociano, Lord of Frisia. the Wendish March. Pordenone, Biscay, Molin, Salins,
Tripoli and Mechelen.




* Basic Tenets of Lutheranism:

Salvation by faith alone
Bible 1s the ultimate authority
Baptism and Communion are the only valid sacraments
The clergy is not superior to the laity
* “presthood of all believers”
The church should be subordinate to the state

* Excommunication (1520)
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In Mansield Professor in Wittenberg
Indulgence Controversy

At school At the Wartbung

in Eisenach B Fetum to Wittenberg
Mamiage to Katharna von Bom

Pledged to become a monk
Ordained priest

Journey to Rome

Minety-Five Theses

Death of Emperor Maximillian - Leipzig debate
Treatises of 1520 - Luther excommunicated
Diet of Worms

Edict of Worms

First Wittenberg Hymnal

Small and LElrgE Catechisms Martin Luther (1529) by Lucas Cranach the
Augsburg Confession. Elder

German Bible completed

On the Jews
Died in Eizleben 1548
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So bald der Silvenim Becken lingt/

As soon as coin in coffer rings,

The soul to Heaven quickly springs.
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c. 1465
Pirna, Electorate of Saxony

Born

Died

Nationality

Occupation

Known for

Johann Tetzel
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11 August 1519 (aged 53-54)
Leipzig, Electorate of Saxony

German
Dominican preacher

Selling indulgences
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1 Imperial Herald, 1525
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3 Gitz von Berlichingen (1481 156z)




Kaspar Sturm, Imperial Herald
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SPREAD OF LUTHER’S IDEAS 1520—1540
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...Attitudes of German princes and Scandinavian kings were crucial.



Die Ebernburg, Holgschnitt, 1523




Lutheran theologians and preachers,

given refuge in Ebernburg Castle:

Martin Bucer

(Hesse, Alsace, England)

(4

Johann Schwebel Caspar Aquila

(Zweibriicken) (Thuringia, Saxony)
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Aug—Nov. 1521: Imperial campaign against France;

unsuccessful siege of Mézieres.

r
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Sickingen was appointed co-commander of the
Imperial army along with Count Heinrich of
Nassau. The campaign failed due to quarrels
between the two commanders, and vigorous
French resistance led by the heroic Pierre du
Terrail, Chevalier de Bayard.



——

The Siege of Mézieres (1521) took place during

the Italian War of 1521-26. An Imperial army besieged the
city (now part of Charleville-Mézieres), which was
defended by French troops under the command of

the Chevalier de Bayard and Anne de Montmorency; the
siege was unsuccessful, and the determined French
resistance gave Francis | time to concentrate his forces
against Charles V.
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Sranj von Sidkingen

QITN‘mIIe pon Joadhim Dejdlers I'-Zf)

The imperial campaign against France in 1521 was a failure. Sickingen quarreled
with his co-commander Count Heinrich of Nassau; their forces were defeated at the siege
of Meziéres and retreated in disorder. Even worse, Sickingen's financial reputation as a
reliable paymaster of mercenaries was threatened. He had loaned over 96,000 gulden to
the Emperor who was unable or unwilling to repay the amount. Before this, Sickingen's
fortunes had prospered through a series of risky gambles; now he would stake everything
on the biggest and riskiest gamble of all.
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Portrithiiste des Erzbischofs Richard von Trier, am Greiffenklau-Denkmal im Dom von Trier.
(Kurfiirst Richard Herr von Greiffenklau 1511—31.)
Noch bei Lebzeiten wahrscheinlich von einem oberdeutschen Meister 15235 errichtet,
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Abb. 22: Fehdebrief Franz von Sickingens an den Kurfiirsten von Trier, 1522.



Niklas von Minkwitz
(2,000 men plus artillery)
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Niklas von Minkwitz
(2,000 men plus artillery)

Franz von Sickingen —
Main Army




Archbishop Richard von Greiffenklau

il. Cdr: Feldmarschall Gerlach von Isenburg
(700 city militia, 2,127 from Moselle towns,

77 horsemen from Cologne, unknown number
of Landsknechte: perhaps 5-6,000 defenders)
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Archbishop Richard ven Greiffenklau

il. Cdr: Feldmarschall Gerlach von Isenburg
(700 city militia, 2,127 from Moselle towns,

77 horsemen from Cologne, unknown number

of Landsknechte: perhaps 5-6,000 defenders)
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Lologne
Vo

Archbishop Richard von Greiffenklau
il. Cdr: Feldmarschall Gerlach von Isenburgg”
“1 (700 city militia, 2,127 from Moselle towns,
'} 77 horsemen from Cologne, unknown number
of Landsknechte: perhaps 5-6,000 defenders)

: Franz von Sickingen
(600-1,000 knights, 7-9,000 foot, artillery train; §¢
perhaps 10-12,000 total)
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Matthius Merian,  Topographia. -

A. St. Paulinus. "B. St Maximin, C. St. Simeon. D Porta Nigra.  E. StMartm. F. Deutschhaus. G. Domkirche. “H. Unserer Frauen.
L St. Gangolph. K. Palatium. L. Alba Porta. M. Karthause. N. Alte Ruine. O. St. Barbara. P. St. Matthias.
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: ranz von Sickingen
(600 -1,000 knights, 7-9,000 foot, artillery train;
perhaps 10-12,000 total)

Archblshop Rlchard von Greiffenklau
il. Cdr: Feldmarschall Gerlach von Isenburg
(700 city militia, 2,127 from Moselle towns,
77 horsemen from Cologne, unknown number
of Landsknechte: perhaps 5-6,000 defenders)

Elector Ludwig V of the Palatinate
(2-300 horsemen, 2,000 foot)




Franz von Sickingen 5
(600-1,000 knights, 7-9,000 foot, artillery train;
p perhaps 10-12,000 total)
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Archbishop Richard von Greiffenklau
il. Cdr: Feldmarschall Gerlach von Isenburg
(700 city militia, 2,127 from Moselle towns,
77 horsemen from Cologne, unknown number
of Landsknechte: perhaps 5-6,000 defenders)
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Elector Ludwig V of the Palatinate

300 horsemen, 2,000 foot)
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Burg Nannstein

bei Landstuhl[Pfalz

Gesambaniage vom 1600, nach alten Planen, Bildern und
Beschrail vn&"m 1‘2";, Meipner 1:24, Neumann JSturm 1837,
Maurer 1880, Nacher 1882 Spohrer 1893, Meiller 1923 und
LoestijEckardé 1942 sowse den bestehenden Resten 1963
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Nanstem Castle (seen from the mountain) after the gunfiring in Bellum
Sickinganum, StraBburg 1626, copperplate print, enlarged clipping in
accordance with a rug from the Heidelberg Castle in 1528.
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1838




b Eeffen/ weylande,
- garAuch wadfichinm

5. Xirch woas fich i felbigen mig eroberiig fetner v
L durchdenErenbalt verseycher, e

o

TS

%
A

< ({’ﬁl\ ) {;',‘,.».‘
el NN




7/ |8
i f/; T

‘\ Yl V&\.\\f\,] “




)

1

ML

-,
%

)

)
MJ AT







HOF

O Gattendorf

MUNCH-
Uprode

BERG
P‘ Weildorf
Sparneck

Route of the Swabian League army in the punitive expedition of 1523
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CENTRAL EUROPE, ¢.1500
Scale 1:5,000,000 (80 miles=1 inch)
50 100 Miles

o 50 100 150 Km.
$  Archbishopric
s Boundary of the Holy Roman Empire
[ Church Lands
House of Hohenzollern
House of Wittelsbach (Palatine Branch)
[:] House of Wittelsbach (Bavarion Branch)
[ House of Wettin (Albertine Branch)
|| House of Wettin (Ernestine Branch)
] House of Habsburg (Austrian Branch)
House of Habsburg (Lands formerly heid
= Free Cantons of Sr:iss Con{ed::n?::gmd”
Allied Cantons of Swiss Confederation

B imperial Free Cities
STR. Strasburg, BRUN.-W. Brunswick-Wolfenbiitte!




