Leslie Peltier
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The “Daylight Comet,” 1910a




Halley’s Comet May, 1910
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1918 Total Solar Eclipse
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Merry-Go-Round ~ Observatory|[™
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Leslie Peltier.

In 1933, Peltier built a novel observatory to aid him m his comet hunting. This observatory rotated on al,
child’s merry-go-round rack and housed the optics from a 6-inch, 8 telescope on loan 1o him from Prine
eton University. Peltier discovered his last five comets from this observatory
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Garage Worker Finds Another

That's Number Five for Amate ur at Home-Made Observatory

B S

Peltier's observatory where many noted

astronomers have visited the Ohio garage
worker.

Peltier, garage worker by day and astronomer by night, in his ob.
servatory gazing at the heavens,
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LESLIE C. PELTIER

A farm boy with a tenth grade education, Leslie Peltier, born
near Delphos in 1900, achieved fame as one of the most famousy
astronomers of the twentieth century. In 1916, he raised $18

dollars by picking 900 quarts of strawberries on his father's
farm in order to purchase his first telescope. His stargazing
abilities led Harvard Observatory's Dr. Harlow Shapley to proclaim
him ‘“the world's greatest non-professional astronomer. During
his 65 years of stargazing. Leslie Peltier discovered 1Z comets
and two novae and made 132,000 variable star observations.
Peltier made his discoveries on his homemade “merry-go-round

observatory that rotated on a child’s merry-go-round track and
housed the optics from a 6-inch, f/8 telescope on loan from
Princeton University. To recognize his achievements, the
Astronomical League created the annual Leslie C. Peltier Award
in 1980 to recognize an amateur astronomer who contributed o

astronomy observations of lasting significance.

OHIO BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, THE LONGABERGER COMPANY.
PEOPLE OF DELPHOS
THE OHIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY Z
2003 5~-81
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ASTRONOMICAL LEAGUE

LESLIE C. PELTIER
o AWARD

Gerard Samolyk

For his outstanding contributions to our understanding
of eclipsing binary stars.
Long Island, NY ALCon Expo 2009 August 8, 2009
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Saturn 14 Dec 2010 18:31.8 2 CMIII:265.0
Anthony Wesley, Murrumbateman Australia
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Occultations




Robert Fried (1930-2003)

e Delta airlines pilot

* Joined astro club

* Braeside Obs in Flagstaff
l;‘\:—"




David Levy

e Discovered 22 comets
(including SL9)

e Authored 35 books

e “Sharing the Sky
Foundation”




John Dobson (1915-2014)

* Born in China )
* Vedantan monk (to 1967)




Bob Holmes, Charleston













Kelsie Krafton

e Senior, Sturgis Public
School, Hyannis, MA

e Discovered 2 asteroids

* One of 240 schools using Bob’s
data




“Citizen Science”

 Amer. Assoc. of Variable Star Observers
* Int’l Occultation Timing Association
* Globe at Night

* Galaxy Zoo

* Seti@Home

* Milky Way Project

* Hands-On Universe

* Extra-solar planet hunters

* Center for Backyard Astrophysics
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* Impact of light pollution (worId map)

e Sofarin 2020.

. .24,775 observations




NA NASA SCIENCE Science Topics News For Researchers Learners GetlInvolved Citizen Science AboutUs Espanol®@ Q
SHARE THE SCIENCE .
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Projects News  NASA Citizen Sc|ent|sts

For Researchers

Citizen Science Pro |ects

NASAS citizen science projects are collaborations between scientists and interested

members of the public. Through these collaborations, volunteers (known as citizen
scientists) have helped make thousands of important scientific discoveries. Want to work
on some real NASA science? Click on one of the projects below to get started. Projects

J
with the K icon can be done by anyone, anywhere, with just a cellphone or laptop
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Robert Evans (1937-

e Minister in Australia

e Discovered 42 visual

supernovae and one comet!
e Started in 1955 with a 10-i

inch

telescope



Supernovae




Aug. 18, 2020

Citizen Scientists Discover Dozens of New Cosmic num
Neighbors in NASA Data

We've never met some of the Sun’s closest neighbors until now. In a new study, astronomers report the discovery of 95 objects known as
brown dwarfs, many within a few dozen light-years of the Sun. They're well outside the solar system, so don't experience heat from the Sun,

but still inhabit a region astronomers consider our cosmic neighborhood. This collection represents some of the coldest known examples of
these objects, which are between the sizes of planets and stars.




Here's how 2 Indian schoolgirls discovered a
'‘Mars-Crosser' asteroid

By Meghan Bartels August 17, 2020

. l. ot



Vera Rubin Telescope (2021)

Mirror — width of tennis
court

3200 Megapixel camera
Each image — width of 40
full moons

20 Tb data each night!




Astronomy Clubs

WWW.CUas.org
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Thank you!

dleake@parkland.edu
WWW.CUas.org
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