


BECOMING 
SCOTTISH 
AMERICANS
PART 2
EMIGRATION PATTERNS & 
IMMIGRATION SETTLEMENTS
17TH & 18TH CENTURIES



EMIGRATION 
PATTERNS
17TH CENTURY
• AFTER 1603 
EMIGRATION 
PATTERNS TURN 
WEST

• ATTEMPTS TO 
‘COLONIZE’ THE 
HIGHLANDS WITH 
LOWLANDERS

• COLONIZING 
ATTEMPTS IN 
JAMESTOWN, 
ULSTER, NOVA 
SCOTIA, & 
DARIEN 

• TRANSPORTATION 
OF PRISONERS



EPOCH 11.
CONTINUED 
MARGINALIZING OF 
THE GAELS
JAMES VI TRIES TO 
COLONIZE  HIGHLAND 
ZONES WITH ENGLISH 
SPEAKING LOWLAND 
PROTESTANTS

• PRESBYTERIAN 
MINISTERS PLACED IN  
HIGHLAND PARISHES

• CHIEF’S SONS FORCED 
TO ATTEND MAINLAND 
SCHOOLS

• RESTRICTIONS ON 
HIGHLAND 
HOSPITALITY

• ENFORCEMENT OF 
KING’S LAW OVER 
CHIEF’S AUTHORITY



EPOCH 12.
THE SCOTCH-IRISH
THE ULSTER 
PLANTATIONS

• SETTLED ABOUT  
1609

• MADE UP MOSTLY 
OF LOWLANDERS 
INCLUDING MANY 
REIVER FAMILIES  
DISPLACED FROM 
THE WAR-TORN 
SCOTTISH BORDERS

• LEADERS WERE 
JAMES HAMILTON & 
HUGH MONTGOMERY 
UNDER ROYAL 
CHARTER



EPOCH 13.
RELIGIOUS & CIVIL 
WARS 1638-88
IN SCOTLAND A COVENANT 
WAS MADE BETWEEN THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH & 
GOD TO PRESEVE 
PRESBYTERIANISM AS THE 
SOLE RELIGION OF THE 
SCOTS

THE MOVEMENT WAS IN 
OPPOSITION TO THE STUART 
KINGS WHO WANTED TO 
REGAIN CONTROL OVER THE 
REFORMED CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND BY INTRODUCING 
ELEMENTS OF ANGLICANISM 
THRU EPISCOPAL MINISTRY 
IN SCOTLAND

COVENANTING WAS 
PARTICULARLY STRONG 
ALONG THE SCOTTISH 
BORDERLANDS & GALLOWAY



EPOCH 13A.
COVENANTING 
IN SCOTLAND
COVENANTERS WERE 
OPPOSED TO ‘POPERY,’ 
BISHOPS, CHANGES TO THE 
PRAYER BOOK, 
INTERFERENCE IN KIRK 
GOVERNANCE

THE MOVEMENT EVENTUALLY 
FAILED DUE TO RELIGIOUS 
BIGOTRY, EXTREME ACETISM, 
UNREALISTIC EXPECTATIONS

IN 1690 PRESBYTERIANISM 
WAS RECOGNIZED AS THE 
SOLE RELIGION OF THE 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 

MANY COVENANTERS, POWs 
& EPISCOPALIANS 
EMIGRATED TO AMERICA



EPOCH 14.
ENGLISH NAVIGATION ACTS 
(1660s) & FAILED SCHEMES

SCOTTISH HARVEST 
FAILURE & TRADE 
RESTRICTIONS FORCE A 
RISKY VENTURE

THE COMPANY OF 
SCOTLAND USED 25% OF 
SCOTTISH INVESTMENT 
CAPITAL FOR THE DARIEN 
SCHEME

IT FAILED DUE TO 
INEXPERIENCE, POOR 
PLANNING, SICKNESS, 
MAURAUDING SPANISH 
TROOPS, UNCOOPERATIVE 
BRIT. GOVT.

SCOTTISH FINANCIAL 
HOUSES NEAR COLLAPSE

FORCED EMIGRATION TO 
N. AMERICA & W. INDIES



EMIGRATION 
PATTERNS IN 
THE 18TH

CENTURY.
EXPANDING 
COLONIALISM & 
INCREASING 
DEMAND FOR LABOR:

• ILLICIT HUMAN 
CARGOS

• TRADERS

• POW’S, CONVICTS, 
INDENTURED 
SERVANTS

• SCOTCH-IRISH, 
FAMILY GROUPS OF 
HIGHLANDERS

• ENLIGHTENMENT 
IDEAS & PEOPLE



EPOCH 15.
ACT OF UNION 
1707

ENGINEERED BY 
SCOTTISH 
MERCHANTS & 
NOBLES

SCOTLAND LOOSES 
HER PARLIAMENT & 
INDEPENDENCE

GAINS IN TRADING 
RIGHTS WITH 
ENGLISH COLONIES

COMPENSATION FOR 
DARIEN LOSSES



EPOCH 16.
JACOBITE 
REBELLIONS 1688-
1746
AIM TO RESTORE DEPOSED 
CATHOLIC STUARTS  TO 
THE NOW PROTESTANT 
THRONE OF GB THRU 
SERIES OF REBELLIONS

THE LAST REBELLION (‘45) 
HAD EARLY SUCCESSES 
BUT LACKED SUPPORT & 
EVENTUALLY SUFFERED 
DEFEAT AT CULLODEN 
(1746)

A POLICY OF SCORTCHED 
EARTH, DISLOCATION OF 
HIGHLAND POPULATION, 
GENOCIDE WAS ENACTED 
BY HANOVERIAN GOVT.

STIMULATED MASS 
EMIGRATION BY 
HIGHLANDERS TO 
AMERICA & OTHER 
COLONIES



EPOCH 17.
THE SCOTTISH 
ENLIGHTENMENT
(1730-1800+)
A GREAT OUTPOURING OF 
INTELLECTUAL ACTIVITY 
CENTERED AROUND 
GLASGOW & EDINBURGH

AMERICA BECAME THE 
PROVING GROUND FOR 
MANY NEW IDEAS

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 
REVELLED IN THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEBATES & 
EXCHANGES IN EDINBURGH 
COFFEE HOUSES. HE CALLED 
IT:

“THE DENSIST HAPPINESS 
OF MY LIFE”



EPOCH 17A.
SCOTTISH 
ENLIGHTENMENT LEADERS 
LEADERS WERE 
PHILOSOPHERS, 
HISTORIANS, ECONOMISTS, 
SOCIOLOGISTS, LAWYERS & 
THEOLOGIANS

ROBERTSON WROTE & 
LECTURED ON HISTORY & 
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT. HE 
WAS ALSO A MINISTER & 
MODERATOR OF THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

HE WROTE ‘HISTORY OF 
AMERICA’ ABOUT SPANISH & 
ENGLISH COLONIALISM & 
DESCRIBED ‘THE STADIAL 
LADDER OF DEVELOPMENT’ 
USED IN AMERICAN 
THINKING IN COPING WITH 
INDIAN AFFAIRS



EPOCH 17B.
ENLIGHTENMENT IDEAS IN AMERICA

William Robertson & 
Adam Ferguson: 
History of America, 
1777

The Stadial Ladder of 
Development

 1. Savage Stage-
hunting/fishing

 2. Barbarian Stage-
pastoral/herding

 3. Agricultural 
Stage- farming

 4. Civilized Stage-
commerce & 
manufacturing

The Stadial Ladder was used to identify 
the way of the Highlander as having 
reached only stage 2 and for their 
removal from ancient clan lands to 
make way for Highland development.

In America it became something of a 
blue print for policy to remove indians
from their ancient hunting grounds in 
the east (stage 1) to make way for 
American expansion and for the indians
to give up hunting, and take up 
farming in the western lands across 
the Mississippi 

Later, Robertson would be censured as 
one of the architects of indian
relocation in North America



IMMIGRATION 
PATTERNS INTO 
AMERICA  (18TH

CENTURY) 

PRE-
REVOLUTIONARY 
IMMIGRATION 
PATTERNS

DO YOU NOTICE 
A GLARING 
ERROR IN THE 
MAP-GIVEN THE 
‘IMMIGRATION’ 
TITLE?



EARLY 
IMMIGRANTS IN 
AMERICA

GREAT WAGON 
ROAD-FROM 
PHILY TO 
GEORGIA USED BY 
MANY SCOTCH-
IRISH

SCOTS-IRISH 
SETTLEMENT IN 
N.H.



PRE-
REVOLUTIONARY
OCCUPTIONS IN 
THE CAROLINAS

LARGE 
PROFESSIONAL 
GROUP IS NOT 
SHOWN:

• DOCTORS

• MINISTERS

• TEACHERS

• ADMINISTRATORS

• MILITARY



THE MOST 
NOTORIOUS 
SCOTTISH 
IMMIGRANT

CAPTAIN 
WILLIAM KIDD 
(1654-1701)

BORN DUNDEE 
1654

EXECUTED 
LONDON 1701



WILLIAM KIDD
VOYAGES

N.Y. BECAME 
KIDD’S BASE.

HIS VOYAGES 
TOOK HIM 
FROM:

PLYMOUTH TO

N.Y. 

MADEIRA

CAPE VERDE

MADAGASCAR

EAST AFRICA

INDIA



CAPE FEAR SETTLEMENT, 1730s

PROVINCE OF CAROLINA 
EST. 1633 BY CHARLES II

WILMINGTON BECAME 
THE MAIN PORT 

TAX EXEMPTIONS WERE 
PROVIDED FOR ‘FOREIGN 
PROTESTANTS’

WILMINGTON 
MERCHANTS WERE 
EXPORTING COTTON, 
RICE, TOBACCO, TIMBER, 
INDENTURED SERVANTS 
& AFRICAN SLAVES

SETTLERS INCLUDED 
HIGHLANDERS,  
PRESBYTERIAN/EPISC. 
MINISTERS, PHYSICIANS, 
TEACHERS, MERCHANTS, 
SHIPMASTERS, SOLDIERS



BATTLE OF 
MOORE’S CREEK, 
1776
FIRST PATRIOT 
VICTORY IN N.C. 
FEB. 27, 1776

LOYALISTS 
HIGHLANDERS 
WERE DEFEATED BY 
AMERICAN MILITIA 
& THEN BECAME 
REFUGEEES & WERE 
FORCED BACK TO 
THEIR HOMELAND 
OR TO CANADA OR 
TO WEST INDIES



EMIGRANTS 
HAVING TO RE-
EMIGRATE

THE JACOBITE HEROINE 
FLORA MACDONALD WAS 
IMPRISONED IN LONDON FOR 
A WHILE  FOR HER PART IN 
THE ‘45

SHE AND HER HUSBAND 
ALLAN LATER EMIGRATED TO 
AMERICA SETTLING IN CAPE 
FEAR

WHEN THE REVOLUTION 
STARTED SHE & ALLAN CHOSE 
THE LOYALIST SIDE  MAYBE 
HOPING TO KEEP THEIR LAND-
THIS WAS TYPICAL OF MANY 
HIGHLANDERS



MOHAWK VALLEY 
SETTLEMENT-18th CENTURY

SIR WILLIAM 
JOHNSON (1715-74)
BORN MEATH, IRELAND

MAJOR GENERAL IN THE 
BRITISH ARMY

SUPERINTENDANT OF 
INDIAN AFFAIRS (1762-
74)

GREW HIS ESTATE  INTO 
ONE OF LARGEST BRITISH 
HOLDINGS IN AMERICA

HAD COMMON LAW 
MARRIAGE TO MOHAWK 
WOMAN MOLLY BRANT



MOHAWK 
RELATIONS
JOHNSON ON VERY 
GOOD TERMS WITH 
MOHAWK S

BECAME HONORARY 
‘SACHEM’

KEPT RELATIVE 
PEACE AMONG 
MOHAWKS WHO  
SUPPORTED  THE 
BRITISH IN WAR 
WITH AMERICANS

OPPOSITE-
IROQUOIS 
CONFERENCE AT 
JOHNSON HALL



MOHAWK VALLEY & 6 NATIONS

-JOHNSON CREATED ESTATE ON N. SIDE OF MOHAWK RIVER 
FOR BETTER TRADING
-RENTED LAND PARCELS OF 100 ACRES & GRANTS OF 5K 
ACRES TO FORMER SOLDIERS, ENGLISH, SCOTCH-IRISH, 
HIGHLANDERS & UTILIZED SLAVES
-RENT ROLL NAMES INCLUDED: MACDONNELL, CAMERON, 
CHISHOLM, FRASER, GRANT, MACGREGOR, MCKAY



EARLY SETTLERS ON 
JOHNSON’S ESTATE
SETTLERS FROM HIGHLAND 
REGIMENTS  FOLLOWING THE 
SEVEN YEARS WAR

DURING THE 
REVOLUTIONARY WAR MANY 
SETTLERS FROM JOHNSON’S  
TERRITORIES JOINED 
LOYALIST REGIMENTS:

• KING’S ROYAL REGIMENT OF 
NEW YORK

• BUTLER’S SECOND RANGERS

• ROYAL HIGHLAND 
EMIGRANTS (84th

REGIMENT) 

AT THE END OF THE 
REVOLUTIONARY WAR MANY 
FORMER LOYALIST SOLDIERS 
EMIGRATED TO CANADA



JOHNSON’S MOHAWK 
CONNECTIONS

MOLLY BRANT (1736-96) WAS 
THE COMMON LAW WIFE OF 
WILLIAM JOHNSON SHE 
MOVED TO HIS ESTATE IN 
1758 REMAINED UNTIL HIS 
DEATH (1774) & WAS 
DISMISSED FROM THE 
JOHNSON ESTATE BY HIS SON 
JOHN

PATRIOT FORCES EVENTUALLY 
FORCED HER TO FLEE TO 
ONTARIO

THE MATRILINEAL KINSHIP 
SYSTEM OF THE IROQUOIS  
SOCIETY , HER MARRIAGE & 
HER DIPLOMATIC ACUMEN 
HELPED HER AS AN EFFECTIVE 
AMBASSADOR BETWEEN THE 
BRITISH & THE IROQUOIS



MOHAWK MILITARY 
LEADER & POLITICIAN
JOSEPH BRANT
LED THE MOHAWKS & COLONIAL 
LOYALISTS vs. PATRIOTS ON NY 
FRONTIER

TRAVELLED TO ENGLAND; LEARNT 
EUROPEAN MANNERS

LIVED THE LIFE OF A EUROPEAN 
GENTLEMAN-PERSONAL DRESS, 
WELL APPOINTED MANSION, 
BLACK SLAVES

BITTER WITH BRITISH AFTER THE 
TREATY OF PARIS (1783) AS 
INDIAN ALLIES WERE NOT 
MENTIONED & LEFT TO MAKE 
THEIR OWN PEACE WITH THE 
AMERICANS

FORCED TO MAKE THE IROQUOIS 
RESERVATION IN ONTARIO HIS 
HOME FOR THE REST OF HIS LIFE



HIGHLANDERS & 
IROQUOIS SETTLE IN 
CANADA POST 1783
IROQUOIS RESERVE IN 
ONTARIO WAS ONLY ABOUT 
5% OF WHAT WAS PROMISED

THE RESERVE HAD 
REPRESENTATIVES OF EACH OF 
THE 6 NATIONS TRIBES; ONLY 
THE ONEIDA & TUSCORORA 
TRIBES SIDED WITH THE 
PATRIOTS

JOSEPH BRANT CONTINUED  
TRYING TO HELP IROQUOIS 
TRANSITION FROM INDIAN TO 
WHITE CULTURE; HE WAS 
CRITICISED FOR HIS 
EUROPEAN APPEARANCE & 
‘NOT BEING INDIAN ENOUGH’

HIGHLANDERS RE-SETTLED IN 
GLENGARRY CO. CA.
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