
From Guatemala to Champaign-Urbana:
A Global History of the Local Community



The Tienda Guatemala
408 N. Race St
Urbana, IL

https://www.google.com/maps/uv?pb=!1s0x880cd7bfce81e589%3A0xb3641712f3f4a6d9!3m1!7e131!4s!5sTienda%20Guatemala%2C%20LLC!15sCgIgAQ&hl=es-419&imagekey=!1e10!2sAF1QipOm22nZkgDwk93oRMGYEzwafY91Vov9u8zQuv_U


Champaign Urbana Public Health District 
Informational Videos in Q’anjob’al

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6nsMPtcvaI


Local Facebook Event, Feb. 23, 2023 

Masanil anima chi awtelay yin Swaxaq

wajanil kuyoj q’anjob’al. Chi chalay

anima ay yochwan chi kuy stxolilal

q'anjob'al. Oxeb’ tzet yib’an hoqon

kuywoq: tz’ib’elay q’anjob’al, gramatika

yowalil yojtaq q'axponem q'anej, k'al

jatnoj aj diksyonaryo yet traduksyon.

You are all invited to attend the Eighth 

workshop on the study of Q’anjob’al. It 

is open to all Q’anjob’al speakers 

interested in the language. The 

workshop will cover three topics: 

literacy in Q’anjob’al, grammatical topics 

for translation and dictionary building 

for translation



WRFU Radio 
Hour in 
Q’anjob’al



Champaign Unit 
4
School 
Announcement
on Covid-related 
changes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7m49xy1weU


2019 Snapshot



Champaign County (NAWC Snapshot)



How to measure the community? In the US? 

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publi
cations/mpi-huehuetenango-report-eng_final.pdf



School Statistics Unit 4

https://projects.propublica.org/miseducation/district/1709420

https://projects.propublica.org/miseducation/district/1709420


A brief geographic tour. 
Population, land forms… 



Guatemala 
about 75% the 
area of Illinois. 
(108,000 sq Km 
to 145,000 sq 
km)



Population of Illinois and Guatemala



Guatemala City Metro Area Population: 3 m. (2023)

Below: Rate of Pop. Growth over the decades reveals the impact of the 
civil war, 1966-96, and the 2008 Economic Crisis. 

https://www.macrotrends.net/cities/21124/guatemala-city/population



Ethnic Diversity in Guatemala (2018)

50% of the population is “Mestizo” (mixed indigenous and 

European) sometimes termed “Ladino” in Guatemala.

44% of the population is Indigenous[2] and consist of 23 Maya

groups (42%) and one non-Maya group (Xinca, 2%).

10% European Origins (German, Spanish…)

African descent 0.2%, Garifuna (mixed West and Central 

African, Island Carib, and Arawak) 0.1%, foreign 0.2% (2018 

est.)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_peoples
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of_Guatemala#cite_note-INE-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maya_peoples
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maya_peoples


2022 population density. http://www.geo-ref.net/en/gtm.htm

http://www.geo-ref.net/en/gtm.htm




The Peten, or the northern Highlands

3-5% of the population, but was once part 
of the Mayan heartland.



The 
Volcano 
Belt 



From Fodor’s 
Travel site (2018  

eruption). Honestly 
I don’t know what 
kind of travellers
they are appealing 
to…

https://www.youtu
be.com/watch?v=T
TwYAo0u6wg&t=5
s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTwYAo0u6wg&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTwYAo0u6wg&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTwYAo0u6wg&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTwYAo0u6wg&t=5s


Palm Oil 
plantations in 
the coastal 
Lowlands
(palm oil a relatively new 
and controversial export 
crop)  



Castle of San Felipe 
in the  Eastern 
Tropical Lowlands

Guatemala does not have 
natural harbors appropriate 
for maritime commerce. 
(internal travel also difficult 
with the mountains). This 
Spanish fort guarded against 
pirates.



Proposed Cruise 
Ship terminal, 
Puerto Barrios 
Guatemala.

Recently several cruise 
ship and private 
yachting facilities have 
been proposed for 
either coast of 
Guatemala. There are 
serious environmental 
objections, as well as 
concern that they would 
not benefit the 
populations displaced. 



Western 
Highlands/
Cloud Forests

This is the 
home region of 
most 
Guatemalans in 
Champaign-
Urbana.



The World According to Stratfor
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dt8uBiL4LZg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dt8uBiL4LZg


2021 article on Guatemalans in CU http://publici.ucimc.org/2021/11/the-border-

we-build-every-day-guatemala-in-champaign-urbana/

2022 on Migration/Human rights in Guatemala http://publici.ucimc.org/2022/11/in-

guatemala-ethnic-cleansing-moves-from-the-village-to-the-courtroom/

2020 Portrait of local Q’anjob’al school aide July 2020 

http://publici.ucimc.org/2020/07/mateos-story-connecting-with-the-twice-

marginalized/

2018 article on family local reunification case 

http://publici.ucimc.org/2018/11/after-four-months-in-detention-8-year-old-girl-

reunited-with-family-in-c-u/

2019 New American Welcome Center Snapshot of CU, https://universityymca.org/wp-

content/uploads/2019/08/New-Americans-in-Champaign-County-Report-.pdf

Reading on the Local Guatemalan Community

http://publici.ucimc.org/2021/11/the-border-we-build-every-day-guatemala-in-champaign-urbana/
http://publici.ucimc.org/2021/11/the-border-we-build-every-day-guatemala-in-champaign-urbana/
http://publici.ucimc.org/2022/11/in-guatemala-ethnic-cleansing-moves-from-the-village-to-the-courtroom/
http://publici.ucimc.org/2022/11/in-guatemala-ethnic-cleansing-moves-from-the-village-to-the-courtroom/
http://publici.ucimc.org/2020/07/mateos-story-connecting-with-the-twice-marginalized/
http://publici.ucimc.org/2020/07/mateos-story-connecting-with-the-twice-marginalized/
http://publici.ucimc.org/2018/11/after-four-months-in-detention-8-year-old-girl-reunited-with-family-in-c-u/
http://publici.ucimc.org/2018/11/after-four-months-in-detention-8-year-old-girl-reunited-with-family-in-c-u/
https://universityymca.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/New-Americans-in-Champaign-County-Report-.pdf
https://universityymca.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/New-Americans-in-Champaign-County-Report-.pdf


Coup

Vargas Llosa’s 2021 
novel is obsessed 
with the illusions of 
the coup.

Schlesinger and 
Kinser are interested 
in the 
CIA/Eisenhower/Unit
ed Fruit Circle more 
than the 
Guatemalans. 



Civil War years 1960s-90s



Classic Guatemalan Literature and Film
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