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OLLI Course Syllabus: Fall 2023 
  
Title:   The Enlightenment 
Instructor:   Willis Goth Regier 

E-mail address: wregier@illinois.edu  
 

Course Description:  In the years between 1650 and 1789, Europe produced a 
flurry of genius that transformed its culture, politics, and society. Science made 
rapid progress in biology, astronomy, and optics. Philosophy asserted its 
independence from theology. Learned societies developed, scholarly journals 
debuted. Refugees fled religious persecution, opposition to slavery intensified, and 
nations doubted whether kings were ordained by God. This was the Enlightenment.  
 
This course will survey the Enlightenment from Descartes to the American Bill of 
Rights, highlighting its major figures and accomplishments.  It will examine the 
controversies that heated the pursuit of happiness, freedom, and equality before the 
law. 
 
Week One: God and the Church

After a brief introduction to the course, I’ll introduce one of the most controversial 
issues of the Enlightenment: the status and power of the Church, and the 
Enlightenment figures who opposed it, especially Benedict Spinoza, Pierre Bayle, 
and Voltaire.    

Week Two:  King and Country 
 
Week two will review the 17th-century monarchies of England and France 
(especially Louis XIV) and their critics. It will introduce Enlightenment 
reconsiderations of history and how it should be written. This week will feature 
John Locke, the Encyclopédistes, Montesquieu, and again Voltaire.    

 
Week Three: Natural Law 
 
Week three will detail Enlightenment contributions to science—astronomy, 
physics, botany, etc.—and the nascent human sciences—psychology, 
anthropology, and economics.
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Week Four: The American Enlightenment 
 
Week four will concentrate on how Enlightenment ideas were absorbed and 
enacted in the English colonies of North America. It will highlight the ideas that 
influenced the Declaration of Independence and the United States Constitution. 
 
 
Recommended 
 
Burns, James MacGregor. Fire and Light: How the Enlightenment Transformed 

Our World.  New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2013. 
 
The Enlightenment Reader, edited by Isaac Kramnick (Penguin Books, 1995). 
 
Gay, Peter. The Enlightenment: An Interpretation, 2 volumes. New York: W. W. 

Norton, 2nd ed. 1977. 
 
Hazard, Paul. The Crisis of the European Mind: 1680-1715, translated by J. Lewis 

May. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1953.  
 
Israel, Jonathan. Radical Enlightenment: Philosophy and the Making of Modernity 

1650-1750. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001. 
 
 
 
Works Used to Construct this Course 
 
Adams, Abigail. Letters. New York: Library of America, 2016. 
 
Adams, John. Revolutionary Writings 1755-1775. New York: Library of America, 

2011. 
 
-----. Revolutionary Writings 1775-1783. New York: Library of America, 2011. 
 
Alembert, Jean Le Rond d', and Denis Diderot. Encyclopédie, ou, Dictionnaire 

Raisonné des Sciences, des Arts et des Métiers, 17 volumes. Paris: Chez 
Briasson, David, Le Breton, & Durand, 1751-1765.  

 
Anthony, Katharine. First Lady of the Revolution: The Life of Mercy Otis Warren. 

Garden City: Doubleday & Co., 1958. 
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Astell, Mary. A Serious Proposal to the Ladies for the Advancement of their True 

and Greatest Interest. New York: Source Book Press, 1970; a reproduction 
of the 1701 London edition.  

 
Baker, Keith Michael. Condorcet: From Natural Philosophy to Social 

Mathematics. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1975. 
 
Beccaria, Cesare, marchese di, Dei Delitti e delle Pene, edited by Felice Turotti. 

Edizione nuovissima corredata.  Milan: F. Sanvito, 1858.  
 
-----.  An Essay on Crimes and Punishments. With a Commentary by Voltaire. 

Dublin: Printed by John Exshaw, 1767. 
 
Brands, H. W. The First American: The Life and Times of Benjamin Franklin. New 

York: Doubleday, 2000. 
 
Broadwater, Jeff. George Mason: Forgotten Founder. Chapel Hill: University of 

North Carolina Press, 2006. 
 
Brown, Stuart, editor. British Philosophy and the Age of Enlightenment. London 

and New York: Routledge, 1996.  
 
Brumfitt, J. H. The French Enlightenment. London: Macmillan, 1972. 
 
Bunge, Wiep van, Henri Krop, Piet Steenbakkers, and Jeroen van de Ven, eds. The 

Continuum Companion to Spinoza. London: Continuum, 2011. 
 
Burns, James MacGregor. Fire and Light: How the Enlightenment Transformed 

Our World.  New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2013. 
 
Burstein, Andrew and Nancy Isenberg. Madison and Jefferson. New York: 

Random House, 2010. 
 
Condorcet, Marquis de. Political Writings, edited by Steven Lukes and Nadia 

Urbinati. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012. 
 
Damrosch, Leo.  Jean-Jacques Rousseau: Restless Genius. Boston: Houghton 

Mifflin, 2005. 
 



OLLI Fall 2023 – THE ENLIGHTENMENT - 4 
 

Darnton, Robert. The Business of Enlightenment: A Publishing History of the 
Encyclopédie. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1979. 

 
Davies, Kate. Catharine Macaulay and Mercy Otis Warren: The Revolutionary 

Atlantic and the Politics of Gender. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005. 
 
Descartes, René. The Philosophical Writings of Descartes, translated by John 

Cottingham, Robert Stoothoff, and Dugald Murdoch, 3 volumes. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985-1991. 

 
Diderot, Denis. Œuvres Complètes de Diderot: Revues sur les éditions originales 

comprenant ce qui a été publié à diverses époques et les manuscrits inédits 
conservés à la Bibliothéque de L'Ermitage, 20 volumes. Paris: Garnier 
fréres, 1875-1877. 

 
-----.  Jacques the Fatalist, translated by David Coward. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1999.  
 
-----.  Political Writings, edited by John Hope Mason and Robert Wokler. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992. 
   
-----. Rameau’s Nephew and Other Works, translated by Jacques Barzun and Ralph 

H. Bowen. Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Co., 1956. 
 
Encyclopédie, ou, Dictionnaire Raisonné des Sciences, des Arts et des Métiers, 8 

volumes.  Paris: Chez Briasson, 1751-1765. 
 
Flexner, Eleanor. Mary Wollstonecraft: A Biography. New York: Coward, 

McCann & Geoghegan, 1972. 
 
Furbank, P. N. Diderot: A Critical Biography. London: Secker & Warburg, 1992. 
 
Fontenelle, Bernard de Bovier. Conversations on the Plurality of Worlds, 

translated by H. A. Hargreaves. Berkeley: University of California Press, 
1990. 

 
-----. Oeuvres Complètes, Alain Niderst, ed., 9 volumes. Paris: Fayard, 1990-2001. 
 
Franklin, Benjamin. Autobiography, Poor Richard, and Other Writings. New 

York: Library of America, 1997. 
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Fumaroli, Marc. When the World Spoke French, translated by Richard Howard. 

New York: New York Review Books, 2011. 
 
Gay, Peter. The Enlightenment: An Interpretation, 2 volumes. New York: W. W. 

Norton, 2nd ed. 1977 [1966, 1969]. 
 
Gibbon, Edward. The Autobiographies of Edward Gibbon: Printed verbatim from 

hitherto unpublished mss. London: John Murray, 1896. 
 
-----. The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 3 volumes. New 

York: Penguin, 1996 [1776-1788]. 
 
Glotz, Marguerite, and Madeleine Maire. Salons du 18e siècle. Paris: Librairie 

Hachette, 1945. 
 
Goodman, Dena. Becoming a Woman in the Age of Letters.  Ithaca: Cornell 

University Press, 2009. 
 
-----. The Republic of Letters: A Cultural History of the French Enlightenment. 

Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1994. 
 
Halsband, Robert. The Life of Lady Mary Wortley Montagu. Oxford: Oxford 1956. 
 
Handlin, Oscar and Lilian Handlin, “Who Read John Locke? Words and Acts in 

the American Revolution,” The American Scholar, vol. 58, no. 4, 1989. 
 
Harris, James A. Hume: An Intellectual Biography. Cambridge University Press, 

2015. 
 
Hazard, Paul. The Crisis of the European Mind: 1680-1715, translated by J. Lewis 

May. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1953 [1935].  
 
-----. European Thought in the Eighteenth Century, translated by J. Lewis May. 

Cleveland: World Publishing Company, 1963 [1946]. 
 
Hill, Bridget. The Republican Virago: The Life and Times of Catharine Macaulay, 

Historian. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992. 
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Hitchens. Christopher. Thomas Paine’s Rights of Man: A Biography.  New York: 
Atlantic Monthly Press, 2006. 

 
Hobbes, Thomas. Leviathan: On the Matter, Forms and Power of a 

Commonwealth Ecclesiastical and Civil, edited by  Michael Oakeshott. New 
York: Collier Books, 1963 [1651]. 

 
Holbach, Paul Henri Thiry d’, edited by Jean-Pierre Jackson. Oeuvres 

philosophiques, 1773-1790. Paris: Coda, 2004. 
 
-----. The System of Nature. Manchester: Clinamen Press, 1996 [reprint of 1868 

edition]. 
 
Horkheimer, Max and Theodor W. Adorno. Dialectic of Enlightenment: 

Philosophical Fragments, translated by Edmund Jephcott.Stanford: Stanford 
University Press, 2002 [1947]. 

 
Hume, David. A Treatise of Human Nature, edited by L. A. Selby-Bigge. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 1965 [1888].  
 
-----.  Essays Moral, Political, and Literary, edited by Eugene F. Miller. Carmel, 

Indiana: Liberty Fund, 1987. 
 
-----. Hume on Religion, edited by Richard Wollheim. Cleveland: World 

Publishing, 1969. 
 
Isaacson, Walter. Benjamin Franklin: An American Life. New York: Simon & 

Schuster, 2003.  
 
Israel, Jonathan. Contested Enlightenment: Philosophy, Modernity, and the 

Emancipation of Man 1670-1752. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006. 
 
-----.  Democratic Enlightenment: Philosophy, Revolution, and Human Rights, 

1750-1790. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012. 
 
-----.  The Enlightenment that Failed: Ideas, Revolution, and Democratic Defeat, 

1748-1830. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2019. 
 
-----.  Radical Enlightenment: Philosophy and the Making of Modernity 1650-

1750. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001. 
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Jacob, Margaret C. The Radical Enlightenment: Pantheists, Freemasons, and 

Republicans. Boston: Allen & Unwin, 1981. 
 
-----.  The Secular Enlightenment. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2019. 
 
Jefferson, Thomas. Writings. New York: Library of America, 1984.  
 
Jensen, Merrill, John P. Kaminski, and Gaspare J. Saladino. The Documentary 

History of the Ratification of the Constitution, 38 vols. Madison: Wisconsin 
Historical Society Press, 1976. 

 
Kant, Immanuel. Observations on the Feeling of the Beautiful and Sublime, 

translated by John T. Goldthwait. Berkeley: University of California Press, 
1960. 

 
-----. “What is Enlightenment?” In Schmidt, What Is Enlightenment? 58-64. 
 
Kaye, Harvey J. Thomas Paine and the Promise of America. New York: Hill and 

Wang, 2005. 
 
Keane, John. Tom Paine: A Political Life. Boston: Little Brown, 1995.  
 
Kelly, Alfred H., Winfred A. Harbison, and Herman Belz. The American 

Constitution: Its Origins and Development, seventh edition. New York: W. 
W. Norton, 1991. 

 
Knott, Sarah and Barbara Taylor, editors. Women, Gender and Enlightenment. 

Houndmills: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005. 
 
Labunski, Richard. James Madison and the Struggle for the Bill of Rights. New 

York: Oxford University Press, 2006. 
 
Locke, John. An Essay Concerning Human Understanding, edited by John W. 

Yolton, 2 volumes. London: Dent 1974 [1690]. 
 
-----.  Some Thoughts Concerning Education, 2d ed., edited by Robert Hebert 

Quick. Cambridge: University Press, 1934 [1693]. 
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-----.  Two Treatises of Government, edited by Peter Laslett. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1994 [1690]. 

 
Low, D. M. Edward Gibbon, 1737-1794. New York: Random House, 1937. 
 
Lukes, Steven and Nadia Urbinati, eds. Condorcet: Political Writings. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2012. 
 
Macaulay, Catharine. The History of England, from the Accession of James I. to 

that of the Brunswick Line, 8 volumes. London: J. Nourse, 1763-1783. 
 
-----.  Letters on Education.  Dublin: Printed for H. Chamberlaine and Rice, L. 

White, W. McKenzie, J. Moore, Grueber and McAllister, W. Jones and R. 
White, 1790. 

 
Madison, James. Writings. New York: Library of America, 1999. 
 
Mauthner, Fritz. Der Atheismus und seine Geschichte im Abendlande, 4 volumes. 

Stuttgart: Deutsche Verlagsanstalt, 1920-1923. 
 
McCullough, David. John Adams. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2001. 
 
Meslier, Jean. Œuvres complètes. 3 volumes. edited by Roland Desné. Paris: 

Editions Anthropos, 1970-72. 
 
-----.  Testament: Memoir of the Thoughts and Sentiments of Jean Meslier, 

translated by Michael Shreve. Amherst: Prometheus Books, 2009. 
 
Nelson, Craig. Thomas Paine: Enlightenment, Revolution, and the Birth of Modern 

Nations. New York: Viking, 2006.  
 
Norton, David Fate, and Jacqueline Taylor, eds. The Cambridge Companion to 

Hume, second edition. Cambridge University Press, 2009. 
 
O’Brien, Karen. Women and Enlightenment in Eighteenth-Century Britain. 

Cambridge University Press, 2009. 
 
Pagden, Anthony. The Enlightenment: And Why It Still Matters. New York: 

Random House, 2013. 
 



OLLI Fall 2023 – THE ENLIGHTENMENT - 9 
 

Paine, Thomas. Collected Writings. New York: Library of America, 1995. 
 
-----. The Writings of Thomas Paine, edited by Moncure Daniel Conway, 4 

volumes. New York: G.P. Putnam's sons, 1894-1896. 
 
Pal, Carol. Republic of Women: Rethinking the Republic of Letters in the 

Seventeenth Century. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012. 
 
Phillipson, Coleman.  Three Criminal Law Reformers: Beccaria, Bentham, 

Romilly. London: J.M. Dent & Sons, 1923. 
 
Pinker, Steven. Enlightenment Now: The Case for Reason, Science, Humanism, 

and Progress. New York: Viking Press, 2018. 
 
Pocock, J. G. A. Barbarism and Religion: Volume One: The Enlightenment of 

Edward Gibbon, 1737-1764. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999. 
 
-----. Barbarism and Religion: Volume Two: Narratives of Civil Government. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999. 
 
Raynal, Guillaume-Thomas-François, et alia, Histoire philosophique et politique 

des établissements & du commerce des européens dans les deux Indes, 7 
volumes. The Hague: Gosse fils, 1776. 

  
Roger, Jacques.  Buffon: A Life in Natural Sciences, translated by Sarah Lucille 

Bonnefoi, edited by L. Pearce Williams. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 
1997 (1989). 

 
Rosenfield, Leonora Cohen. From Beast-Machine to Man-Machine; the Theme of 

Animal Soul in French Letters from Descartes to La Mettrie. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 1940. 

 
Schmidt, James, ed. What Is Enlightenment? Eighteenth-Century Answers and 

Twentieth-Century Questions. Berkeley: University of California Press, 
1996. 

 
Smith, Adam. An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, 

edited by Edwin Cannan, 2 volumes, 3rd ed. London: Methuen, 1922.  
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-----.  The Theory of Moral Sentiments; or, An Essay towards an Analysis of the 
Principles by which Men naturally Judge concerning the Conduct and 
Character, first of their Neighbours, and afterward of Themselves: To which 
is added, a Dissertation on the Origin of Languages. Sixth edition. London: 
Strahan & Cadell, 1790. 

 
Spinoza, Baruch de. The Collected Works of Spinoza, translated by Edwin Curley, 

2 volumes. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1985, 2016. 
 
-----.  Carl Gebhardt, editor, 4 volumes. Opera. Heidelberg: Carl Winter, 1925. 
 
Torre, Jose R., ed., The Enlightenment in America 1720—1825, 4 volumes. 

London: Pickering & Chatto, 2008. 
 
Vico, Giambattista. The Autobiography of Giambattista Vico, translated by Max 

Harold Fisch and Thomas Goddard Bergin.Ithaca, NY: Cornell University 
Press, 1944. 

 
------.   The New Science, translated and edited by Jason Taylor and Robert Miner. 

New Haven: Yale University Press, 2020. 
 
Voltaire. The Age of Louis XIV, translated by Martyn P. Pollack. London: J. M. 

Dent & Sons, 1961.  
 
-----.   Philosophical Letters, translated by Ernest Dilworth. Indianapolis: Bobbs-

Merrill Co., 1961. 
 
-----.  The Portable Voltaire, Ben Ray Redman, ed. New York: Viking Press, 1949. 
 
-----.  A Treatise on Toleration and Other Essays, translated by Joseph McCabe. 

Amherst, NY: Prometheus Books, 1994. 
 
Warren, Mercy Otis.  History of the Rise, Progress and Termination of the 

American Revolution: Interspersed with Biographical, Political and Moral 
Observations, 3 volumes. Boston: Printed by Manning and Loring, For E. 
Larkin, 1805. 

 
West, E. G. Adam Smith : the Man and His Works. Indianapolis: Liberty Press, 

1976.  
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Wilson, Arthur McCandless. Diderot. New York: Oxford University Press, 1972. 

 
Zinnser, Judith P. and Julie Candler Hayes, eds. Emilie Du Châtelet: rewriting 

Enlightenment philosophy and science.  Oxford: Voltaire Foundation, 2006. 


