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His writings notwithstanding, several aspects of Twain’s life 
actually paint a picture of a religious man. Twain makes 
frequent uncritical references in his memoirs to his 
Presbyterian upbringing; his funeral was in a Presbyterian 
church (the Brick Church in New York); and he counted 
several clergy among his close friends.

In addition, Twain considered his best work to be “Joan of 
Arc,” a reverential biographical account of a Catholic saint 
who exhibited all the human ideals Twain found so lacking in 
the rest of mankind.

January 6, 2011
Catholic News Service
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[From Puddn’head Wilson’s Calendar]

Adam was but human--this explains it all. He did not want the apple
for the apple's sake, he wanted it only because it was forbidden. The
mistake was in not forbidding the serpent; then he would have eaten
the serpent.

Heaven for the climate, Hell for the company.

When I reflect upon the number of disagreeable people who I know
have gone to a better world, I am moved to lead a different life.



In the first place, God made idiots. That was for practice. Then he made 
school boards.

Man was made at the end of the week's work when God was tired.

[On Satan]
A person who has for untold centuries maintained the imposing position of 
spiritual head of four-fifths of the human race, and political head of the whole 
of it, must be granted the possession of executive abilities of the loftiest 
order. In his large presence the other Popes & politicians shrink to midgets for 
the microscope. He hasn't a single salaried helper; The Opposition employs a 
million.



Good little girls ought not to make mouths at their teachers for every trifling 
offense. This retaliation should only be resorted to under peculiarly 
aggravated circumstances.

…

If at any time you find it necessary to correct your brother, do not correct 
him with mud--never, on any account, throw mud at him, because it will 
spoil his clothes. It is better to scald him a little, for then you obtain 
desirable results. You secure his immediate attention to the lessons you are 
inculcating, and at the same time your hot water will have a tendency to 
move impurities from his person, and possibly the skin, in spots.

Advice for Good Little 
Girls



If your mother tells you to do a thing, it is wrong to reply that you won't. It is better 
and more becoming to intimate that you will do as she bids you, and then 
afterward act quietly in the matter according to the dictates of your best judgment.

You should ever bear in mind that it is to your kind parents that you are indebted 
for your food, and for the privilege of staying home from school when you let on 
that you are sick. Therefore you ought to respect their little prejudices, and humor 
their little whims, and put up with their little foibles until they get to crowding you 
too much.

Good little girls always show marked deference for the aged. You ought never to 
"sass" old people unless they "sass" you first.
                                                                                  (1865)



Nothing so needs reforming as other people's habits. 

Even popularity can be overdone. In Rome, along at first, you are full of 
regrets that Michelangelo died; but by and by you only regret that you didn't 
see him do it.

When angry, count four; when very angry, swear.

Man will do many things to get himself loved, he will do all things to get 
himself envied.



Geismar with William Faulkner et. al.



Bernard DeVoto    1897-1955





Robert Hirst 
at work



Huckleberry Finn and a (near) heart attack, 1990





Edited by Justin Kaplan
And Victor Doyno

New York: Random House,
1996



“All modern American 
literature comes from 
one book by Mark Twain 
called Huckleberry Finn. 
American writing comes 
from that. There was 
nothing before. There 
has been nothing as 
good since.”

1935



“Huckleberry Finn is a 
great book because it is 
about a god – about, 
that is, a power which 
seems to have a mind a 
will of its own, and 
which, to men of moral 
imagination,  appears to 
embody a great moral 
idea.

Huck himself is the 
servant of the river-god, 
and he comes very close 
to being aware of the 
divine nature of the 
being he serves.”  

Lionel Trilling 1950



”Thus the River makes the book a 
great book.  As with Conrad, we are 
continually reminded of the power 
and terror, of Nature, and the 
isolation and feebleness of Man.  
Conrad remains always the 
European observer of the tropics, 
the white man’s eye contemplating 
the Congo and its black gods.  But 
Mark Twain is a native, and the 
River God is his God.  It is as a 
native that he accepts the River 
God, and it is the subjection of Man 
that gives to Man his dignity.  For 
without some kind of God, Man is 
not even very interesting.”T. S. Eliot

1950



Everything human is pathetic. The secret source of Humor itself is not joy but 
sorrow. There is no humor in heaven.

Everyone is a moon, and has a dark side which he never shows to anybody.

      (Pudd’nhead Wilson’s Calendar)

I have had a “call to literature of a low order – I.E., humorous.  It is nothing to 
be proud of, but it is my strongest suit. . . . seriously scribbling to excite the 
laughter of God’s creatures.
                                 (letter to Orion Clemens, 1865)
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(1966)
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1950





that, especially my father. They're nice and all -- I'm not saying that
-- but they’re also touchy as hell. Besides. I’m not going to tell you my whole 
goddam autobiography or anything. I’ll just tell you about this madman 
stuff  that happened to me around Christmas just before I got prettv run-
down and had to come out Here and take it easv. I mean that’s al I told D.B. 
about, and he’s my brother and all. He s in Hollywood. That isn’t too far 
trom this crumby place, and he comes over and visits me practically every 
weekend. He’s going to drive me home when I go home next month maybe. 
He just got a Jaguar. One or those little English jobs that can do around two 
hundred miles an hour. It cost him damn near four thousand bucks. He’s 
got a lot of  dough, now.



Her sister, Miss Watson, a tolerable slim old maid, with goggles on, had just 
come to live with her, and took a set at me now with a spelling-book. She worked 
me middling hard for about an hour, and then the widow made her ease up. I 
couldn't stood it much longer. Then for an hour it was deadly dull, and I was 
fidgety. Miss Watson would say, "Don't put your feet up there, Huckleberry;" and 
"Don't scrunch up like that, Huckleberry - set up straight;" and pretty soon she 
would say, "Don't gap and stretch like that, Huckleberry - why don't you try to 
behave?" Then she told me all about the bad place, and I said I wished I was 
there. She got mad then, but I didn't mean no harm. All I wanted was to go 
somewheres; all I wanted was a change, I warn't particular.  She said it was 
wicked to say what I said; said she wouldn't say it for the whole world; she was 
going to live so as to go to the good place. Well, I couldn't see no advantage in 
going where she was going, so I made up my mind I wouldn't try for it. But I 
never said so, because it would only make trouble, and wouldn't do no good.



After supper she got out her book and learned me about Moses and 
the Bulrushers, and I was in a sweat to find out all about him; but by 
and by she let it out that Moses had been dead a considerable long 
time; so then I didn't care no more about him, because I don't take no 
stock in dead people.

Pretty soon I wanted to smoke, and asked the widow to let me. But 
she wouldn't. She said it was a mean practice and wasn't clean, and I 
must try to not do it any more. That is just the way with some people. 
They get down on a thing when they don't know nothing about it. 
Here she was a-bothering about Moses, which was no kin to her, and 
no use to anybody, being gone, you see, yet finding a power of fault 
with me for doing a thing that had some good in it. And she took 
snuff, too; of course that was all right, because she done it herself.



LIFE 
Magazine, 
August 8, 
1949















• Dave Chappelle fans walk out after he blasts 
Israel’s ‘war crimes’ in Gaza, pro-Palestinians 
losing job offers: report
• By
• Patrick Reilly
• Published Oct. 22, 2023, 3:21 a.m. ET
• Comedian Dave Chappelle criticized the United 
States for backing Israel’s “war crimes” against 
Palestinians during a live performance in Boston 
Thursday, prompting some audience members to 
walk out, according to a report.
• The controversial comic made the remarks 
during a show at the TD Garden on Thursday, The 
Wall Street Journal reported. 



It is by the goodness of God that in our country we have 
those three unspeakably precious things: freedom of speech, 
freedom of conscience, and the prudence never to practice 
either of them.



[disinformation? ‘fake news’  --- ?]
A petrified man was found some time ago in the mountains south of 
Gravelly Ford. Every limb and feature of the stony mummy was perfect, 
not even excepting the left leg, which has evidently been a wooden one 
during the lifetime of the owner - which lifetime, by the way, came to a 
close about a century ago, in the opinion of a savan who has examined 
the defunct. The body was in a sitting posture, and leaning against a 
huge mass of croppings; the attitude was pensive, the right thumb 
resting against the side of the nose; the left thumb partially supported the 
chin, the fore-finger pressing the inner corner of the left eye and 
drawing it partly open; the right eye was closed, and the fingers of the 
right hand spread apart. This strange freak of nature created a profound 
sensation in the vicinity, and our informant states that by request, Justice 
Sewell or Sowell, of Humboldt City, at once proceeded to the spot and 
held an inquest on the body….                      (Virginia City Enterprise October 4, 1862)



“Some Thoughts on the Science of Onanism.” 
Paris, Stomach Club, 1879

[from the end of the speech]
Of all the various kinds of sexual intercourse, this has the least 
to recommend it. As an amusement, it is too fleeting; as an 
occupation, it is too wearing; as a public exhibition, there is no 
money in it. It is unsuited to the drawing room, and in the 
most cultured society it has long been banished from the 
social board. 











… and two weeks 
ago



Harpers Magazine, 1996
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Sacramento:  bill to 
ban the banning?



2022
After parent complaints about the use of racist epithets in To Kill a 
Mockingbird; Adventures of Huckleberry Finn; The Cay; Of Mice and Men; and Roll 
of Thunder, Hear My Cry, the Burbank (CA) Unified School District superintendent 
removed these titles from required classroom reading lists. Following a review 
committee’s recommendation, the superintendent also banned the use of the N-
word in all school classes. The titles are available for individual reading and teachers 
can use then with small groups after the teacher has undergone training on 
facilitating conversations on racism, implicit bias, and racial identity. The district will 
also review reading lists every eight years.
In response to concerns raised by students and parents, Of Mice and Men, The 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, and To Kill a Mockingbird were temporarily 
removed from the mandatory reading list of the William S. Hart Union High School 
District in Santa Clarita (CA). While the books remain in school libraries, teachers 
can no longer use them as part of their curricula. The district is accepting input 
students, teachers, and parents as they set criteria for what should be on mandatory 
reading lists. No timeline has been provided for when the criteria will be revealed or 
utilized.                                                  [Marshall University Libraries Bulletin]



Olathe, KS















“Jane Austen's 
books, too, are 
absent from 
this library. 
Just that one 
omission 
alone would 
make a fairly 
good library 
out of a 
library that 
hadn't a book 
in it.”

“I often want to 
criticise Jane 
Austen, but her 
books madden me 
so that I can't 
conceal my frenzy 
from the reader; and 
therefore I have to 
stop every time I 
begin. Everytime I 
read 'Pride and 
Prejudice' I want to 
dig her up and beat 
her over the skull 
with her own shin-
bone.”



Annotated pages from Sam’s 
copy of Browning’s Poems



? ? ?
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Online resources:

Center for Mark Twain Studies website:  
  https://marktwainstudies.com

On “Mark Twain in Elmira” – a free and packed book online by Barbara Snedecor and others – 
on the Center for Mark Twain Studies website (above):

https://marktwainstudies.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Mark-Twain-in-Elmira-Second-
Edition-2013.pdf

https://marktwainstudies.com/
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Truth is the most valuable thing we have. 
Let us economize it.


