
Timeline post–Bloody Sunday



 1972 Widgery Report

 January 1973 marches memorializing the event begin

 January 1974 Bloody Sunday monument installed

 Late 1980s Bloody Sunday Initiative formed

 1992 joins the Bloody Sunday Justice Campaign

 1998 Saville Inquiry established by Tony Blair

 Judges heard evidence until 23 November 2004

 Saville Inquiry report published in 2010

 David Cameron’s apology broadcast soon after



Memorials of Bloody Sunday









Eamonn McCann, journalist

 1992 Bloody Sunday in Derry published

 Based on interviews with people who 
were there

 The basis for Greengrass’s script

 Exposed lingering psychological effects 
for the first time

 Five Minutes of Heaven



Five Minutes of Heaven
Oliver Hirschbiegel, 2009



Key characters
(and the actors who  play them)

 1975: Alistair and Joe 
 Alistair (Mark Davison)
 Andy (Diarmuid Noyes)
 Alastair’s mum (Niamh Cusack)
 Stuart (Mathew McElhinney)
 Dave (Conor MacNeill)
 Alastair’s dad (Paul Garrett)
 Joe (Kevin O’Neill)
 Jim, Joe’s brother (Gerard Jordan)
 Joe’s mum (Paula McFetridge)
 Joe’s dad (Gerry Doherty)
 Brother Dan (Luke O’Reilly)
 Brother John (Luke McEvoy)
 Sister 1 (Aoibheann Biddle)
 Sister 2 (Ruth Matthewson)
 Susan (Carol Moore)



Key characters 
(and the actors who play them)

 2008: Alistair and Joe 
 Joe (James Nesbitt)
 Joe’s driver (Barry McEvoy)
 Alistair (Liam Neeson)
 Alistair’s driver (Richard Orr)
 Michael, the TV producer (Richard Dormer)
 Sharon (Pauline Hotton)
 Sarah (Andrea Irvine)
 Fiona (Katy Gleadhill)
 Sound recordist (Paul Kennedy)
 Cathy (Juliet Crawford)
 Vika (Anamaria Marinca)
 David (Jonathan Harden)
 Liam (Daniel McClean)
 Katie (Emma Neill)
 Stephanie (Stella McCusker)
 Kirsty (Amber O’Doherty)
 Former UVF commander (Louis Polston)



The Troubles: 
Resolution and Aftereffects

 1975 features Joe, Alistair, and their families and friends

 1998: the Good Friday Accords and the end of the Troubles

 Truth and Reconciliation initiatives

 2008: Joe, Alistair, and a TV film crew



To Consider

 We hear Alistair tell us about the man he was three times. 
Why?

 Compare the lives of Joe and Alistair in 2006

 Why use a Big House as a setting instead of an urban TV 
studio?

 What does the title mean?



LET’S WATCH 
THE MOVIE



Surviving Trauma

 Psychic legacy and symptoms

 Coping strategies: behaviors and resources

 Are we invited to attach equally to Joe and Alistair?

 Does the film take a side?

 How do you decode the end of the film?

 For the men?

 For the Irish people?



Psychological Effects of Trauma
in Five Minutes of Heaven

 Nachtraglichkeit and Bloody Sunday

 Past-living-in-the-present (i.e., PTSD)

 Truth: whose truth?

 Memory: reliability?

 Grief

 Mourning

 Recovery (or not)

 Reconciliation (or not)

 The Northern Ireland Troubles (Legacy and Reconciliation) 
Bill (2023)



“Peace Walls” today 
in Belfast 









Wall Murals in Belfast and Derry














