
Week 6: A HISTORY OF BALLET (Spring 2022)

Ballet in Russia, Britain, USA in 1900s

Cuban dancers Lazaro Carreno, left, and Maria 
Llorente, right, pose with Alvin Ailey dancer Judith 
Jamison (center) at New York's City Center on Tuesday 
in May 1977. 



World event timeline (1930-1989)

1930 - The Great Depression

1940 - World War II

1947 - Cold war begins

1953 - Color TV was invented

1955 - Vietnam War, starts and ends after 20 years

1983 - Internet starts

1989 Cold War Ends. Fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.thoughtco.com/vietnam-war-s2-1779964&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792774219842&usg=AOvVaw16wN2RU4dB_ql2L5CxsDj1


Agrippina Vaganova (1879-1951)  Artistic Director of the Kirov Ballet
1934  - Fundamentals of the Classic Dance by Agrippina Vaganova. A bible on Soviet 
technique, also known as Basic Principles of Classical Ballet.

Agrippina Vaganova   39:04 
The great & the terrible 
documentary film (English 
subtitles)

Vaganova with students

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DtX8b1d0MzyE&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792774230119&usg=AOvVaw2PdoCYcdky5orceLSvkLCc


1940 Romeo and Juliet  by Leonide Lavrovsky.
         Music by Sergey Prokofiev.
         World premiere:  Kirov Theatre of Opera and Ballet

Romeo and Juliet     2:25:20
Maybe The Best Ballerina Performance I 
ever Saw - Nadezhda Batoeva as Juliet - 
Fillip Stepin - Romeo   

Galina Ulanova as Juliet, 1940

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.britannica.com/biography/Leonid-Lavrovsky&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792774510242&usg=AOvVaw1kRjJmqHaRl6Iph_RRktRm
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.britannica.com/biography/Sergey-Prokofiev&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792774510516&usg=AOvVaw3Ov16KtJHaORnH2Ur6JAW3
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DZqIJxINlx9I&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792774514430&usg=AOvVaw0SAj5w72Q8kj92ee19rJ3j


1956  Spartacus by Leonide Jacobson. 
          Music by Aram Khachaturian.
          World premiere: Kirov Theatre of 
                                     Opera and Ballet 

"SPARTACUS"  2:07:13
Aram Khachaturian
"СПАРТАК" Арам Хачатурян / 

CIrcus scene in Yacobson’s Spartacus

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.britannica.com/biography/Aram-Khachaturian&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792774803067&usg=AOvVaw0WRkLYMjT3nug519CMKvN5
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3D550emvGYBEo&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792774806974&usg=AOvVaw3e9Aae37XBgaCprY_CJo3V


Mariinsky Ballet
Formerly (1935–91) Kirov Ballet, its predecessor, the Imperial Russian Ballet, founded 
in St. Petersburg in 1738.

Mariinsky Theatre, St. Petersburg,
opened in 1860.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.britannica.com/topic/Mariinsky-Ballet&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792774976298&usg=AOvVaw0APA4Vpdj-qhDkYkccUKTD


Bolshoi Ballet, its predecessor, the Petrovsky Theatre, established in 1773 in Moscow.

The Bolshoi Theatre was built 
in 1821 in Moscow, Russia

Originated as a dance 

school for an orphanage.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/predecessor&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792775253892&usg=AOvVaw1CsXdI66zXIwoYW0Ce7-b2


Rudolf Nureyev (1938-1993) Principal Dancer of 

The Royal Ballet. Director of the Paris Opera Ballet 

(1983-1989) Defected from Russia in 1961.

Rudolf Nureyev, New York, 1967 ~ Photo by Richard Avedon

Rudolf Nureyev  44:09  
(1938-1993) Soviet Ballet dancer

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DiFXgou31qHw&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792775580746&usg=AOvVaw2EGyAztI6bdKgqheRYeGMX


Margot Fonteyn (1919-1991) One of the greatest 

classical ballet dancers. Prima Ballerina Assoluta of 

the Royal Ballet, appointed by HM Queen Elizabeth II.

Margot Fonteyn  2:43:27
Margot (Full Film) Tony Palmer Films

Margot-Fonteyn as Ondine -1958- Photo by Roger-Wood

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DKSX8WhCELZs&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792775589528&usg=AOvVaw0MF0kA-4mcJ6r33krwL7B8


Timeline of Ballet in USA in 1900s

1910 - Chicago Opera Ballet, America's first ballet company 

1933 - Bolm founds the San Francisco Opera Ballet.

1933 - Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo

1933 - School of American Ballet by Balanchine and Kirstein in Hartford CT, after several

           name changes,  becomes New York City Ballet. 

1937 - Mordkin founds Mikhail Mordkin Ballet, the beginning of American Ballet Theater

1953 - Robert Joffrey founds Joffrey Ballet in Chicago.

1969 - Dance Theatre of Harlem, New York City, founded by Mitchell and Shook.



George Balanchine (1904-1983) Co-founder and balletmaster of the New York City Ballet,  
                                                       choreographed more than 400 ballets. He is considered to     
                                                       represent the neoclassical style and is well-known for his 
                                                       modern-yet-classical, clean aesthetic.
                                                             
 aesthetic.

                                                           

George Balanchine and New 
York City Ballet  5:26

George Balanchine  9:05
A Documentary

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3Ddw-LprEXHy0&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792775948484&usg=AOvVaw3L1Kk9cuUzBD_3UmsCEflc
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3Ddw-LprEXHy0&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792775948703&usg=AOvVaw2CQ3uMSTglxiyYKXKIDL14
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DSDEo45bjYbw&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792776098386&usg=AOvVaw2xmqeyFWgs_nJgQjUpvOVs


1944 - Fancy Free  by Jerome Robbins. Music by 
Leonard Bernstein. A major step in the creation of 
Contemporary American ballet. 1:03

Jerome Robbins (1918-1998) Ballet Master of New York City Ballet. Choreographer for the
                                                                    Joffrey Ballet, and for American Ballet Theater.        
                                                                    Recipient of two Academy Awards and five Tony      
                                                                    Awards. Co-director and choreographer of the film 
                                                                    West Side Story.

Robbins working with Allegra Kent on 
“Dances at a Gathering,” in 1969.

The Life and Sad Ending of Jerome Robbins 
Biography of the life of Jerome Robbins  4:19

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3Do-nT_a-PcLU&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792776108450&usg=AOvVaw1lYHDeP3dL_ZXQw4nrntgJ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3D5fqKpNnz1c4&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792776874836&usg=AOvVaw1EbddkoFzMQkDQYtnr--zH


Alvin Ailey Jr. (1931-1989) was an American dancer, director, choreographer, and activist 
who founded the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater in 1958.

Revelations   33:44
Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theater

Revelations—a work which 
has been in its repertory since 
its creation in 1960

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DkDXerubF4I4&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792777240331&usg=AOvVaw0JY0B7AMSGywMvOXitmDnt


Robert Joffrey   5:00
Documentary

Robert Joffrey (1930-1988) was an American dancer, teacher, producer, choreographer, 
and co-founder of the Joffrey Ballet, known for his highly imaginative modern ballets. He 
is credited with bringing a distinctly American approach to dance and with reviving 
experimental ballets from earlier eras.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3Dsq04nv0lgfo&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792777418502&usg=AOvVaw38ydMpkOpyaarKfRHpEknH


Mikhail Baryshnikov (1948 - )  is a Russian-American dancer, choreographer, and 
actor. He was the leading male classical dancer of the 1970s and 1980s. He became 
the artistic  director  at American Ballet Theatre 1980 - 1989.

Mikhail Baryshnikov 12:20 
Legendary Solos: Don 
Quixote/Giselle UPDATED

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Ballet_Theatre&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792777540587&usg=AOvVaw0D3_h1V1dXNgbUfA_PoEy1
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DfAxpuCq9uUI&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792777839163&usg=AOvVaw1nTCv_0hjcdgFjJ5A0W-cR


TODAY’S VOCABULARY 

Arabesques (ah-rah-besk) It is a position of the body, in profile. It is to pose on one leg 
while extending the other leg to the back. 1:17

Développé (dayv-law-pay') To develop. A movement in which the working leg is drawn up 
to the knee of the supporting leg and slowly extended to an open position en l'air. 0:42

Entrechat (ˌäntrəˈSHä) To jump in ballet, beginning in the fifth position, during which the 
dancer crosses his straight legs at the lower calf. Numerous rapid crossings. 0:59

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DSmRrfm1ihGg%26list%3DPL7E40E6E2DAB561B5%26index%3D3&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792777934505&usg=AOvVaw2IZJyJdiKyQ_GQuTOGsHtJ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3Dm4A6PLeGIB4%26list%3DPL7E40E6E2DAB561B5%26index%3D7&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792777934814&usg=AOvVaw0VTaNUcRitZJKML-IUeNSA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3D9VhxpHgPTy8%26list%3DPL7E40E6E2DAB561B5%26index%3D8&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792777935093&usg=AOvVaw3l50wmUvgjlJsM9izPoBjl
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.britannica.com/art/ballet&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792777935190&usg=AOvVaw3X1ZbCxxAnpBY_LLHFuBux
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.britannica.com/art/fifth-position&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792777935286&usg=AOvVaw2zilaG1roXTGtQql9wbPon


TODAY’S VOCABULARY 

Grand Battement (grahn baht-mahn) “large battement.”  To throw the working leg into 
the air from the hip and brings it back down to a position. 0:33        

Mime (maɪm) The art of using the face and body to express emotion and dramatic action.   
2:18

Relevé (rehl-leh-vay') Raised. A raising of the body on the points or demi-pointes.  0:27

   THE END

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DBVM8AP3luyI%26list%3DPL7E40E6E2DAB561B5%26index%3D14&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792777952074&usg=AOvVaw0RCQ-UfpFaxESQO66HbQef
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DWaZnAyXsX4k%26list%3DPL7E40E6E2DAB561B5%26index%3D15&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792777952601&usg=AOvVaw0hFKkTZMzf2ogUM9M5jj93
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3Ddim7AaoQrC8%26list%3DPL7E40E6E2DAB561B5%26index%3D21&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1646792777952992&usg=AOvVaw1iNfOW-B9hAHRJSSmoHT5z

