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FIRST PEOPLES

People first came to Wiltshire more than half a
million years ago. They lived in groups, with the skills
needed to survive harsh ice age conditions.







shape. Some were hastily made
and others carefully crofted.




Rl

P el ket







> . "r_'-,‘ » Ve
- 2
. T~ - - &5 - .3 ,
¥ e
: ‘
" ™ b - b .Y
. S (v 8 K. -y ¥3 yas !
Fis - -

e s . ey 2 . o 3

LI o B g &4 { £

: F = 1 ; £q ¥

5 3

l:t‘ B ’";v‘ A}‘m --m’."’; 1(‘.?): '4 b ‘ :‘ . § 4
Reconstruction of a Mesolithic campsite on a river bank.

These were modern people — Homo sapiens.

They were excellent tool-makers: knapping fine
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m Flint cores and flakes

@ Flint microliths

Mother Anthony's Well, Kington St Michael; Lanhill
Bromham; Clyffe Pypard; The changing climate saw
Aldbourne smaller animals such as squirrels
Flint was shaped into tools and red deer moving to the

by knapping — striking the forests. Hunting these smaller

flint to knock off a small flake animals needed new hunting

that could be used as a tool. strategies and equipment,

such as barbed arrowheads

and harpoons that were tipped
with these small points.

@ Replica shredding board

Macehead

People may have used Fifield Bavant Down
shredding boards for cutting Made from a pebble, possibly
or grating plants and meat. used as a hammer or as a
Flint tools

weight for a digging stick.
Mother Anthony's Well
Groups of tools like this are
evidence for temporary camps. Made to immobilise an
Many have been found animal rather than kill it.
alongside rivers in Wiltshire.

@ Chisel-shaped arrowhead
Wiltshire
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Flint cores and flakes
Mother Anthony's Well,

Bromham; Clyffe Pypard;
Aldbourne

Flint was shaped into tools

by knapping - striking the
flint to knock off a small flake
that could be used as a tool.

Flint microliths
Kington St Michael; Lanhill

The changing climate saw
smaller animals such as squirrels
and red deer moving to the
forests. Hunting these smaller
animals needed new hunting
strategies and equipment,

such as barbed arrowheads

and harpoons that were tipped
with these small points.

@ Replica shredding board @ Macehead
People may have used Fifield Bavant Down
shredding boards for cutting Made from a pebble, possibly
or grating plants and meat. used as a hammer or as a
weight for a digging stick.
[4] Flint tools
Mother Anthony’s Well @ Chisel-shaped arrowhead
Groups of tools like this are Wiltshire

evidence for temporary camps. Made to immobilise an
Many have been found animal rather than kill it.
alongside rivers in Wiltshire.



Two flint axes

Aldbourne

People began to control the

environment by clearing areas

of woodland, either by creating
forest fires or by cutting down
trees with flint axes. This new
type of tranchet axe was
hafted on a wooden handle,
and was quick to make and
easy to repair.
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West Kennet Long Barrow.




FIRST FARMERS

Wiltshire’s earliest farmers began to settle and

put down roots. They cleared areas of woodland,
creating grassland for grazing animals and growing
cereal crops.

e L ol New ideas spread rapidly from the Continent
PR < £ - TN across to Britain, bringing fundamental
changes to society. People settled in one place,
where they grew and stored enough food to
last them through the winter. As life became
more predictable, they could invest their
time in building more permanent homes and
celebrate the seasons of the year with rituals
and ceremonies.

Like their Mesolithic ancestors, people still
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dence from Durrington Walls.
Built as part of the work on the Stonehenge Visitor Centre.




Amesbury

Axes were roughly chipped

to shape before being ground
smooth. On this axe, the scars
of the rough flaking can still
be seen.

@ Flint axe rough-out

Map showing the location
of the objects In this case

[E] Four polished flint axes

Crudwell; Marlborough
Downs; Pewsey

Grinding and polishing

axes took many days, but this
made them much stronger
and longer lasting as they

cut wood more cleanly

and effectively.




(4 Flint chisel
Amesbury
Chisels were used for making
wooden tools and for more

sophisticated carpentry, such
as mortice and tenon joints.

(5] Antler rake

Corston Spring

These tools were used to
prepare the land for planting
the first cereal crops of
wheat and barley.

(=3 s



Chisels were used for making
woodentoo!scmdformore

Antler rake Bowl
Corston Spring Windmill Hill

These tools were used to

prepare the land for planting
the first cereal crops of



Neolithic flaked axe

Windmill Hill

Pottery was o new technology
in the Neolithic. Pots were
used to store and cook food.
They were handmade by
pinching, coiling or building

slabs of clay together, then
dried outside and fired in
a bonfire.

(8] Bowl

Woodhenge

Pots have rounded bases for
sitting in a fire. This meant

it was possible to easily boil
food for the first time.






For the first time, pots were used for preparing
and serving food. They were hand-made
using clay and fired on open bonfires. The
skills needed to make and decorate pottery

would have been passed down through the
generations. Potters held respected positions

in society and their work may have been
regarded as magical.
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“ASURES
AWAY

Polished stone axe
Aldbourne

Stone axes found in Wiltshire provide
evidence for long distance exchange
in the Neolithic. This axe is made

of basalt rock from the mountain

of Tievebulliagh in Northern Ireland.
Thousands of axes were produced
from rock quarried here.

Map showing the source
of the stone used to make 45"
the axes in this case ;%

¢ ":‘




Map showing the source
of the stone used to make
the axes in this case



Map showing the source
of the stone used to make
the axes in this case



@ Stone axe, axe rough-out and @ Jadeite ¢

Windmill Hill, Avebury

Sites such as Windmill Hill were

meeting places and centres for
exchange of goods. Axes from

a macehead Breamore
South Marston; Aldbourne This axe ik
Axe factories are rock outcrops has been |
where roughly shaped and broken north Itali
axes have been found. The finds of the ston
from Great Langdale in Cumbria researcher:

- show that axes were produced in Projet Jade



@ Jadeite axe

Breamore, Hampshire

This axe is made of jadeite, and Brooke who sald in
has been brought from high in the ‘make.

north Italian Alps. The ‘signature’ ;
of the stone has been onolysed by

harder than steel, and the axe




Jadeite axe

The jadeite used to make this axe
comes from the North Italian Alps,
probably Mont Viso.

These types of axes were made in the
late 5th millennium and early in the 4th
millennium BC, and unlike some of the
other Alpine axeheads found in Britain,
it wasn't necessarily very old when it
arrived in England.

Found in Wiltshire in 2003.

On loan from Paul Sims, Trowbridge
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TREASURES FROM FAR AWAY

Giving and receiving stone axes created and
maintained friendships and alliances. Axes were
made of carefully selected stone and flint, which was

exchanged or traded over considerable distances.

Axes had an iconic status. They were used

to cut down forests to create fields and
clearings for animals to graze. This gave them
an extraordinary economic and symbolic
imnartance. Thev also plaved an important part







People started to build the large ceremonial

~ monuments, such as long barrows and causewayed
~ enclosures, that were to dominate the Wiltshire
landscape.

As people became more settled, they
began to create monuments that marked
the landscape with permanent symbols
of ownership.




,\ re to aominate the Wiltshire

As people became more settled, they
began to create monuments that marked
the landscape with permanent symbols
of ownership.

Long barrows were one of the first
monuments to be built. They were places
where the dead were buried together, in
chambers lined with timber or built of stone.
The mounds of chalk that cover the chambers
were impressive features of the landscape,
visible for miles around.

Ceremony at West Kennet Long Barrow.




A‘/‘/.

Windmill Hill causewayed enclosure. There are three circuits of
banks and ditches, with causeways marking the entrances.







WEST KENNET LONG BARROW

People came together to bury their dead in long
barrows. When first built, the mounds were gleaming

white chalk, visible for miles around.

West Kennet Long Barrow is 100 metres in
length with a burial chamber at its eastern end,
facing the morning sun. Inside, a stone-lined
passage led to five chambers built of massive
sarsen stones. At least 45 men, women and
children were buried there; all had died within

|




S
(@)
-
O
(a'8)]
(@)
=
@)
.|
L e
(¢}
=
3
4
4
(%a)
=
.
O
P
(=
@)
£
@
po—
()}
O




West Kennet Long Barrow Is 100 metres in
length with a burial chamber at its eastern end,
facing the morning sun. Inside, a stone-lined
passage led to five chambers built of massive
sarsen stones. At least 45 men, women and
children were buried there; all had died within

a few years of each other. They were not placed
in the chambers as complete bodies, but were
left in the open air to decompose, and only
parts of the bodies were placed Inside the tomb.
Some bones were neatly arranged inside the
chambers in groups of similar types, while
others lay in a jumble on the floor.

The area outside the barrow was large enough
for many people to take part in ceremonies,
However, there was only enough space for

two or three people to go into the dark narrow
passage leading to the chambers. The walls
were damp and the only light was from
flickering lamps. Did it feel like entering another
world? Did it trigger visions of the spirits of

the ancestors?

are ot the eastern end of the 100m long barrow

The tamh remained anen allowina neonle to e o dh Ml ' & . St e ¢ |



]umbled bones of three people buned in the south west chamber.
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1| Four bone pins Peterborough Ware bowl [ 3| Windmill Hill bow

West Kennet Long Barrow West Kennet Long Barrow West Kennet Long Barrow
Bone pins were probably This pot was decorated by Pottery was decorated using
used for fastening clothes. pinching the wet clay with shells, twigs, bone points, flint
These highly polished finger tips. The rim decoration tools and finger nail marks.
examples would have taken was made by pressing bird

hours of effort to produce. bones into the clay.
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:_1—_ Four bone pins
West Kennet Long Barrow

Bone pins were probably
used for fastening clothes.
These highly polished
examples would have taken
hours of effort to produce.

Peterborough Ware bowl
West Kennet Long Barrow

This pot was decorated by
pinching the wet clay with
finger tips. The rim decoration
was made by pressing bird
bones into the clay.

Windmill Hill bowl
West Kennet Long Barrow

Pottery was decorated using
shells, twigs, bone points, flint
tools and finger nail marks.




E‘J Peterborough Ware bowl
West Kennet Long Barrow

Pottery was made in a range

of shapes and decorated in
distinctive styles. Archaeologists
name these styles after the
places where they were first
found, and the pottery can be
used to give a date for the site.
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Woodhenge was a ceremonia’[@ -
monument, with six concentricE
of timber posts, up to seven mets

It once had a horseshoe of five stones
centre and is enclosed by a bank and dite
close to Durrington Walls and similar in'si
Stonehenge which is just two kilometresie

A child was buried at the centre of the i
their grave marked by a mound of flint:
surrounding ditch was the body of a t

~ great ceremonial importance.
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Nine flint arrowheads

Woodhenge
Boars tooth
Woodhenge e V-8
Two bone points ) 4
Woodhenge R
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Stonehenge(?), Amesbury
Mauls were used to pound
stone, gradually dressing

it to shape. This maul may
have been used during the
construction of Stonehenge.

E] Antler pick

Woodhenge

Antler picks were used in
the construction of henge
monuments to dig ditches
and post holes. The point of
the pick was hammered into
a crevice in the chalk, using
a hammer of wood or stone.
It was then used as a lever
to prise out a block of chalk.

z Five Grooved Ware sherds
Woodhenge

Grooved Ware pottery gets

its name from the grooved
lines, triangles and lozenges

it is decorated with. Sometimes,
decorated clay strips were also
added to the vessel.
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avated by Maud and Ben Cunnington between

26 and 1929, and the site was given by them
the Nation.

Marden Henge
o
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ine fli ‘Smaller henge - site
Sl e st
Boars tooth
Woodhenge e
Two bone points :
Woodhenge .'—‘#
.é‘
:\,, 3
\ :
5
S
\
T - @ Grooved Ware pot
Woodhenge
Grooved ware vessels usually
have flat bases and sloping
sides. Some were enormous,
capable of holding 100 litres

of liquid.
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.S | Granite axe @ Chalk axe

Woodhenge Woodhenge
Axe made of stone brought A copy of a polished stone
from the tip of Cornwall. axe made from chalk. It was

probably a ceremonial object,

as chalk is too soft to be used
for any practical purpose.

Chalk cup

Woodhenge, Durrington

Chalk cups are known from
several Neolithic sites, some
may have been used as lamps.



Model of Marden Henge

@ Two Grooved Ware sherds
Marden Henge

Grooved Ware pottery has been
found in large quantities at many
of the henge sites in Wiltshire,
including Marden Henge,
Durrington Walls and Avebury.

henge near the River Avo
g er Ave

showing the Hotfield Barrow

{top centre) and the smoller

~

@ Two sarsen stone flakes
Marden Henge

Sarsen stone was readily
available in the Wiltshire
landscape, and was sometimes
used to make tools. It is also
possible that these flakes come
from standing stones that formed
part of a ceremonial monument.




Flint tools

These tools would have been
used to butcher the huge
amounts of animal meat
consumed at Marden Henge.
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MARDEN HENGE 8

Marden is the largest henge mone
in Britain, a ritual complex thatineite
England’s best-preserved Neolithié“’tf_'f..
building.
Located roughly midway between AveDug ;
Stonehenge, the henge at Marden encloSESEIES
area of more than 30 acres with an ENOMMOUSES
bank and ditch.

Excavations in 2010 revealed a smaller henge™ =



pDuHuIny.

Located roughly midway between Aveburyand
Stonehenge, the henge at Marden encloses an

area of more than 30 acres with an enormous
bank and ditch.

Excavations in 2010 revealed a smaller henge
built inside the main enclosure. On top of the
bank was the well-preserved floor of a building,
perhaps reserved for important people to watch
the ceremonies taking place within the henge.
Inside the building was a large hearth, and just
outside the door was a rubbish heap, containing

large quantities of pig bone and Grooved Ware
pottery, evidence for communal feasts.

Inside the larger henge was the ‘Hatfield
Barrow’, which was more than 15 metres high
when it was built. It was excavated in 1807, but

wime lavallad bur nlAaniashina tan vanre latar Thic




DUIK wWuUb LIHE WEN-PIESTI VEU 11UV U riuanamigs;
perhaps reserved for important people to watch
the ceremonies taking place within the henge.
Inside the building was a large hearth, and just
outside the door was a rubbish heap, containing

large quantities of pig bone and Grooved Ware
pottery, evidence for communal feasts.

Inside the larger henge was the ‘Hatfield
Barrow’, which was more than 15 metres high
when it was built. It was excavated in 1807, but
was levelled by ploughing ten years later. This
prehistoric mound was similar to those at Silbury
and Marlborough, and was surrounded by a deep
ditch that held water. At the centre of the mound
was a huge timber post, like the one at Silbury.
Perhaps they were raised for a similar purpose.

Madel of Marden Henge,
showing the Hatfield Barrow
(top centre) and the smaller




One of the most exciting finds made in 2015 at Marden Hengewasa

finely worked thin rod of flint, which turned out to be the long, S\Bnm _ f

tail of a magnificent arrowhead found in 2010. The tail had been sn
off before the arrowhead was discarded. These two pieces of flint,

excavated five years apart have now been reunited for the first mm _‘-_ y

4,500 years.

More finds from the henges at Marden and Wilsford are on display in t
Temporary Exhibitions Gallery, on the ground floor of the Museum. = =




One of the most exciting finds made
finely worked thin rod of flint, which
tail of a magnificent arrowhead founc
off before the arrowhead was discar
excavated five years apart have now
4,500 years.

More finds from the henges at Marde
Temporary Exhibitions Gallery, on the




finely worked thin rod of tint, WhiCn TUIrNEa OUL LU LE KIS I INSESES-
tail of a magnificent arrowhead found in 2010. The tail had been snapped

off before the arrowhead was discarded. These two pieces of flint,
excavated five years apart have now been reunited for the first time in

4,500 years.

More finds from the henges at Marden and Wilsford are on display in the
Temporary Exhibitions Gallery, on the ground floor of the Museum.
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Grooved Ware pot
Marden Henge

Large vessels, like this one
from Marden, were used for
cooking and serving pork at the
ceremonies that took place in
Wiltshire’s henges.







_ FIRST METALS

The people who used the first metals also brought
new religious beliefs. They buried their dead with
their prized possessions.

At the same time, the newcomers would

Newcomers arrived on Britain’s shores by

boat, bringing exotic items that the local

people had never seen before. They included
archery equipment made of carefully selected
stone, special drinking vessels known as beakers,
axes made of copper and ornaments made

of gold.

To the local people, the new technology of
metal-working must have seemed almost
magical. Metal-workers had the power to
extract ore from the earth and use fire to
create glittering metal tools and ornaments.
These skills would have given them power
and status in society.




At the same time, the newcomers would
have been in awe of the enormous henge
and the elaborate ceremonies performed
inside them. The two groups were very
different. We do not know if the local people
felt that their social position was being
challenged by the newcomers, or welcomed
them. But soon their skills and new ways were
embraced and the old traditions disappeared.

The gold sun disc from a
Beaker burial in Mere is one
of the earflest examples of
metol-working in Btain,

Uriy STatus in society.

Beakers are distinctive drinking vessels shaped like an upside
down bell.

Most of what we know of this time comes
from burials. One of the earliest Beaker burials
in Wiltshire was found above the village of
Mere on the south-western tip of Salisbury
Plain. Buried with this important person was

a thinly beaten gold disc decorated with a cross,
perhaps representing the sun. These ‘sun discs’

suggest that people worshipped the sun,

echoing the alignment of monuments with
the solstices.



Gold sun disc
Monkton Farleigh, Jug’s Grave

This disc may have been sewn to an
item of clothing or formed part of a
head-dress. It was found with a burial
overlooking the valley of the River Avon.

Given in remembrance of Denis S. Whitehead of
Inwoods, Farleigh Wick
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@_ Gold sun disc Bone spatula
Mere, barrow G6a _ Mere, barrow (

sc’ was originally ~~ ~ This bone spatt







with exotic grave goods.

Beakers and bronze daggers were new and exotic grave goods.

The dead were buried lying on their side in

a crouched position. They were accompanied
by a beaker, a highly decorated drinking cup,
in the shape of an upturned bell. Some were
also buried with metal objects.

Men were often buried with copper or bronze
daggers and whetstones to sharpen the blade.
Some had an archer’s toolkit, including a
stone wristguard, and barbed and tanged
flint arrowheads. Wooden objects including
bows and the shafts of arrows, as well as
clothing and fur have all rotted away leaving
few traces. Large buttons and pendants made
from jet and shale, and necklaces made from
shells and small fossils have been found in
both male and female graves.
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Beakers and bronze daggers were new and exotic grave goods.

The objects buried with the dead were

personal possessions, or offerings to aid their
journey into the next life. Or they may have
been gifts from mourners. The finely-made
arrowheads and flint daggers are so delicate
that they may have been purely for display.
Perhaps these objects were symbols of the

values, beliefs and social status that the person
held in life.

The Stonehenge dagger.

In contrast, some of the objects are well used

and show signs of repair. These objects were
special in some other way. Perhaps they were
heirlooms, handed down through the
generations of a family. Or they may have
been treasured possessions, brought to a new
family to cement a marriage alliance.







Long-niecked beaker 4| Beaker burial {]
Cove, Avetuay Wiford, baow G51 @Wud.bamw U........-.. el il 4



|1 Bell beaker

The Cove, Avebury

Beaker excavated from the
Cove at Avebury - the setting
of stones inside the northemn
circle of stones. At this time,
burials were sometimes made

Wilsford, barrow G51

Beaker buried with the body
of a child. This burial was dug
into a barrow that had already
been built over an earlier burial.
Later, the body of an adult
man was cremated, and the
barrow made even lasger,
using soil and rubbish from
a nearby settlement.

z Long-necked beaker

Wilsford, barrow G62

Beaker people, so called after
their distinctive shaped pottery,
travelled to Britain from Europe
by boat. They brought with them
metal-working technology and
the first objects made of copper
and gold.

4]
—J

Beaker burial
Amesbury, barrow G54

A man lying on his side in the
crouched position was buried

under a large round barrow.
At his feet were a beaker, a
hammer of polished hornstone
for working metal and a fine
flint dagger, known as the
Stonehenge dagger. A woman
found with beads made of
faience and amber was also
buried in the barrow.

E Bell beaker and all over
cord beaker
West Kennet Long Barrow

These beakers were placed in
the chambers of West Kennet
Long Barrow, marking the
closing of the tomb that had
been a focus for ceremonies
for over 1,000 years.
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{6) Long-necked beaker Lﬂ Long-necked beaker f 8 | Long-necked beaker and

Winterbourne Stoke Winterbourne Stoke, ~ two boar tusks

Found in the hands of an barrow G10 Durrington, barrow G36;
1in individual buried in a barrow Found with the burial of two Sutton Veny, barrow G3b
net near the road from Winterbourne people in a grave dug into Beakers are usually found in
3 Stoke to Stonehenge. the chalk. After the barrow male graves, beneath small
had was built, six other burials were earthen mounds. Their quality
wes made, and finally a cremation. and importance may indicate

The barrow was used for burials the special status of the buried

individual. Boar's tusks were
sometimes used to decorate

costume.

for at least 500 years.

['9] Bell beaker and bone poir
Upton Lovell, barrow G2¢;
Woodhenge

Decoration was added to
beakers by using cord. bone
combs and points, animal bo
and flint flakes. This bone poi

was found within a beaker bus
at Woodhenge.







aker and 9 | Bell beaker and bone point Two slate wristguards

Upton Lovell, barrow G2¢; Longbridge Deverill, barrc
row G36; Woodhenge Sutton Veny
ATTOW G3b Decoration was added to Archers’ wrists were protec
ally beakers by using cord, bone from the recoil of the bowst
‘combs and points, animal bones, by a wristguard or bracer,
and flint flakes. This bone point which was attached to a
te  was found within a beaker burial leather backing. Wristguards
~ at Woodhenge. | were usually made from slate

or polished stone.
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undw Archer was buried on the crest of
' Down overlooking Devizes. He lived soon -. g

Slbury Hill was being raised.




: & :Down Devizes. The objects
~ the grave show how prized m
were exchanged across Europe

In front of the Archer was a large dagger._"__}, i




16 Bell beaker

13
17! Flint arrowhead
18 Copper pin

19  Stone wristguard

wpper dagger

‘way barrow G8, Devizes

2






quiver, but tnese rotted away soon after the burial;

On his arm was a stone wristguard, which would
once have been mounted on a leather strap.
The wristquard protected the inside of the
Archer’s arm from the recoil of the bow string.
The stone was a type of jade, possibly from
Spain, and was probably thought to have magical
healing properties. At his feet was a single beaker,
which may once have held a fermented milky
drink. Although made from local clays, the
decoration is similar to beakers found in graves

on the Continent.




16 Bell beaker

13
17! Flint arrowhead
18 Copper pin

19  Stone wristguard

wpper dagger

‘way barrow G8, Devizes

2



The Archer was buried on his side in a
crouched position, perhaps as though asleep
or ready for rebirth. He was buried with
objects that displayed the power and
authority he held in life. These included his
archery set, a beaker and a copper dagger.
These objects show links across Europe, from
Spain to Central Europe. However, we know
from scientific analysis that he had grown

up living in an area with chalky soil, and had
probably always lived locally.

From his burial place there are long
distance views to the henge at Marden and
Stonehenge. Today, little can be seen of the

burial mound, but it is close to the Devizes
Millennium White Horse.

. 4

Objects buried with the Roundway Archer included his archery
equipment, a beaker and a dagger.
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are often
by a standard set
5, which includes

Four arrowheads
Stonehenge (?) & Stock Close

Barbed and tanged flint
arrowheads were hafted onto
wooden shafts using cord.
The arrows were shot using
wooden bows.

@ Beaker
Netheravon

Beakers may have held an
alcoholic drink. Examples
have been found that contain
traces of a type of mead or
fermented milk.
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@ Bronze bracelet
Amesbury, barrow G41

This bracelet was placed on the
arm of a child, buried with two
adults and another child in a
barrow overlooking Stonehenge.




A FAMILY BURIAL

Barrows were the burial place for a community
or even a single family. A barrow close to Avebury

marked the burial of 12 people.

The Sanctuary was a stone circle that marked
the start of the stone-lined avenue leading to
the ceremonial centre at Avebury. Close by was
a barrow that was the burial place of 12 people,

possibly from the same family.

At the heart of the barrow was the burial of

a 40-year old man, his grave lined with sarsen
mbmsmme Lla wine lnid An hic laft cida and hl lriﬂd
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Or éven a single family A barrow close
4 to Aveb
marked the burial of 12 people. s

The Sanctuary was a stone circle that marked
the start of the stone-lined avenue leading to
themidcentreatl\vebury.ﬂosebyqu
a barrow that was the burial place of 12 people,
possibly from the same family.

At the heart of the barrow was the burial of

a 40-year old man, his grave lined with sarsen
stones. He was laid on his left side, and buried
with him was a beaker, a bronze awl and special
tools for working flint and leather. He was
wearing a fur or leather cloak. The bones of

a frog found in the bottom of the grave suggests
that the body was left out in the open and only
later covered over. Perhaps this was to give the
mourners time to pay their respects before he
made his journey into the next life.
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Adult male burial at the centre of the
barrow

Before the grave was filled in, the cremated
remains of another man and a child were
placed in the same grave, contained in a
leather bag. The grave was covered by blocks
of sarsen stone. Two other children were
buried close by and then a circular bank made
of fire-reddened sarsen stone and flint was
built. Within a short period of time, seven
other burials or cremations were placed
nearby — both adults and children. Finally,

the barrow was built on top, made of layers

of clay, sarsen stones and turf.
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Silbury Hill was the last of the giant
monuments built at Avebury. We do nots
know why it was built or how it was Useci.

It began as a series of low mounds made of
gravel, brought from further down the valley of
the River Kennet. These mounds were made larger
by heaping turf and vegetation on top. Later,
chalk rubble was added in a series of stages to
create one large mound. There are traces of a
massive wooden post in the centre.

Raising the mound was an intensive work
programme that lasted about a hundred years.
Silbury stood as a gleaming white chalk mound,
about 40 metres high, when the builders stopped
adding to it. It was mostly surrounded by water, its
ditches filled by warm natural springs in the chalk.




Chalk and earth section
Silbury Hill, Avebury

A small annotated block of chalk,
grass and moss from the base

of Silbury Hill, excavated by
Alfred C. Pass in 1886.



3 | Beaker and stone battle-axe
Durrington, barrow G67

This burial found near Woodhenge
contained a beaker and an
unusual ceremonial battle-axe
made of tourmaline granite from
Lands End, Cornwall. Excavated by
Maud and Benjamin Cunnington,
1926-1928

4 | Beaker burial
Winterbourne £

Objects found v
of a man below
Winterbourne ¢
whetstones anc
used for leathe
survives of his ¢
ring and a butt
which may hav
In the same ba
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Two important Beaker period b |

were made in graves lined with sarsen
stones. Each was buried with a range
of objects which suggest that these

people were skilled craft workers.




Sarsen burial at
Durrington Walls
Near Stonehenge

The burial was discovered in
1809 by a shepherd putting up
a sheep fold. His iron folding bar
hit a large sarsen stone, which
covered the grave. The body
was buried with an exquisite
flint dagger, a polishing stone or
whetstone, a belt ring and button
made of shale, and two small
flint discs. Unusually, no beaker
was found in this grave. The
individual may have been

a leather or metal worker.




Sarsen burial at
Winterbourne Monkton
Near Avebury

Finds from a Beaker burial,
found beneath a large sarsen
stone at Winterbourne Monkton
in 1856. They included two
beakers (right), two buttons and
a belt ring made of Whitby jet
from Yorkshire, a curved flint
knife and a hammer, now lost.




AVEBURY

The Avebury landscape was a hub of activity,
hundreds of people came together to build large
timber, stone and earthen monuments, to take part
in ceremonies, exchange ideas and to trade.

The first bank and ditch of the henge at
Avebury had already been built, its location
meant that the monument’s white chalk
bank and ditch was clearly visible to the
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timber, stone and earthen monuments, to take part
in ceremonies, exchange ideas and to trade.

The first bank and ditch of the henge at
Avebury had already been built, its location
meant that the monument’s white chalk
bank and ditch was clearly visible to the
surrounding communities.

Hundreds of tonnes of sarsen stone and
timber were brought from the nearby
Marlborough Downs to construct the large
stone circle at Avebury. The most striking
transformation was the building of two
avenues, pathways lined with standing stones
that guided people to its heart, the super
henge. Avebury was now a ceremonial
landscape, with burial mounds of the
ancestors. henaes and stone circles and
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surrounding communities.

Hundreds of tonnes of sarsen stone and
timber were brought from the nearby
Marlborough Downs to construct the large
stone circle at Avebury. The most striking
transformation was the building of two
avenues, pathways lined with standing stones
that guided people to its heart, the super
henge. Avebury was now a ceremonial
landscape, with burial mounds of the
ancestors, henges and stone circles and
nearby places where feasts were held.
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