
William Wordsworth, 1807



A Detour into discussing 
Uighyurs, Iran and Greece in the 
news this week.
(but the weather has been so beautiful this week! 

I kept thinking of the Wordsworth phrase and shared it with 
my ISU students this week (no one recognized it), but I like it. 



In favour (17): Czechia, Finland, 
France, Germany, Honduras, Japan, 
Lithuania, Luxemburg, Marshall 
Islands, Montenegro, Netherlands, 
Paraguay, Poland, Republic of 
Korea, Somalia, United Kingdom 
and United States.

Against (19): Bolivia, Cameroon, 
China, Cote d’Ivoire, Cuba, Eritrea, 
Gabon, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, 
Mauritania, Namibia, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Qatar, Senegal, Sudan, 
United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan 
and Venezuela.

Abstentions (11): Argentina, 
Armenia, Benin, Brazil, Gambia, 
India, Lybia, Malawi, Malaysia, 
Mexico and Ukraine.

• https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/20
22/10/china-xinjiang-vote-failure-betrays-
core-mission-of-un-human-rights-council/

• https://www.ohchr.org/en/news/2022/10/hu
man-rights-council-adopts-21-texts-and-
rejects-one-draft-decision-extends-mandates

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/10/china-xinjiang-vote-failure-betrays-core-mission-of-un-human-rights-council/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/news/2022/10/human-rights-council-adopts-21-texts-and-rejects-one-draft-decision-extends-mandates


Detour 1. The depressing UN vote on the 
human rights situation in Xinjiang.

I put in the UN vote and its pretty discouraging. The UN Human Rights Agency itself 
had evaluated the situation as a human rights disaster bordering of cultural 
genocide, but the Committee voted not to act on the report. 

I think this is in part a reflection of where China’s financial and BRI diplomacy has 
bought it credit in other countries, as well as countries in general not wanting 
interference in domestic affairs. But its also a vote of non-compliance with the 
West and I think influenced by frustration with the NATO-Russia situation in 
Ukraine. 

At any event, will not be good for the Uighyurs or other groups facing persecution.



Detour 2: The Greece – Turkey Spat Continues
(Oct 7th dinner in Prague for EU 
leaders a hostess nightmare) 

Actually not a responsible quote here (he said “If I 
have something to say I will say it to your face)



At the dinner Erdogan made an unexpected “speech” on Greek actions in 
the Aegean, the Greek Prime Minister walked out and was misquoted in 
the press, and none of this was an inspiring show of NATO solidarity. 
Typical responses on Twitter illustrate the hostility towards Turkey, which 
had applied to the EU in 1999 and has been waiting ever since.

Why the delay in EU membership? Officially, the EU expresses concern 
with whether or not the Turkish military is truly civilian led and concern 
with the rights of ethnic minorities, like the Kurds, to preserve their 
culture. Also the EU has some concerns with the rights of religious 
minorities. In addition, many of the new right-wing populists in Europe 
argue that Europe is a “Christian” community. (the right-wing populists 
parties getting more power since the refugee crisis began in 2015).



What are the Issues between Greece 
and Turkey?

• The Cyprus Issue. 

• The F-35 Issue (Greece has them, 
Turkey denied them by Congress)

• Turkey under sanctions for 
purchasing Russian S-400 anti 
aircraft system, but Greece has 
Russian S-300 system…

• The 2022 refugee issue, the 1922 
refugee issue…(Smyrna still an issue 
and it’s the 100th anniversary)

• The drilling and boundary issues in 
the Mediterranean



This is a 2014 map, 
now that Syria is 
settling down and 
gas prices are up 
there is a renewed 
push to open fields 
and explore for new 
fields.



The 2019 Turkey-
Libya deal only one 
of the problems in 
the maritime zones



Turkey – Libya and the Exploration Zones

The 2019 agreement between Turkey and the UN recognized government of Libya 
based in Tripoli was controversial for two big reasons: first, the proposed swath of 
seabed cuts right through zones that the Greek government regards as its Exclusive 
Economic Zones (see the white lines on the slide previously), and second, Libya is in 
the midst of a civil war which in 2019 was in full swing. The UN recognized govt in 
Tripoli won elections and is supported by Turkey, but the Eastern city of Benghazi 
was the base for the opposition which actually controlled most of the territory. The 
Benghazi opposition led by Haftar, had support from the French, the UAE, the 
Italians, the Russians, and was at a minimum, tolerated by the US where Hafter
regularly woos Congress. Note the oil fields in each sector.

In 2019 there was a significant shift as Hafter, with the help of the Wagner 
mercenary group (Russian) attempted for a final push toward Tripoli. Turkey began 
to supply Tripoli with drones and the Benghazi govt prevailed. 

The seabed agreement was seen by the opposition as the payment for drone 
support.



Since 2013 Turkey has 
supported the UN recognized 
transitional government, 
France and Russia (and some 
others, had backed Haftar’s 
revolt in Benghazi

The battle is really over who 
controls the extremely 
lucrative oil and gas industry 
(main fields and pipelines 
shown in purple on the map)



The Cyprus issue 
an Ottoman, then British 
protectorate (1878-1925), 
then independent state in 
1925 with a British base (sort 
of like the Suez Canal Zone?). 
In 1974 Turkey invaded the 
North to prevent merger with 
Greece. 

40,000 Turkish Troops in the 
‘independent’ country of the 
Turkish Republic of North 
Cyprus (only recognized now 
by Turkey). 



The Tourism War in Cyprus
After Russia annexed the Crimea 2014, Turkey stopped 
issuing Russians visas to visit Turkey, which eliminated a 
favorite winter escape for Russians. Cyprus was quick to 
welcome them and Russian tourists became a key part of 
the only major industry in Cyprus (gas and oil exploration 
might change that).

Then in 2022 Greece joined the NATO condemnation and 
sanctions on Russia and the Russian ambassador noted 
that his compatriots could easily switch to taking 
vacations in “The Turkish Republic of North Cyprus,” 
which they did. 

This was alarming to Greece because the ambassador 
phrased the remark as if there is no dispute over the 
island, and hinted that Russia might even recognize the 
North Cyprus Republic, which would have dramatic 
impact on oil and gas claims. 



Kyrenia
Harbor, 
Republic of 
North 
Cyprus



The Fatih, one of 
four drilling ships all 
named after 
Ottoman heroes, was 
drilling in the zone 
based on the 2019 
Turkish-Libyan 
agreement in August 
2022

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EpL5j
Yf-HP8&t=36s (2019 TRT clip on Turkish air 
force salute to the Fatih)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EpL5jYf-HP8&t=36s




Status of 
Meis/Kastellorizo, a 
Greek possession 
since 1923 another 
source of legal 
disputes. 

Turkey not a signatory of 
UNCLOS (Conference on Laws 
of the Sea on maritime zones 
(due to disputes with Greece



Iran

Getting pretty 
serious now

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-
63188795.amp October 8th State TV Hack

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZMvrkU_eEY BBC 
overview 10-5-22

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-63188795.amp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZMvrkU_eEY


Who Runs Iran?



In the early 1990s the 
Religious Police 
professionalized, but its 
unclear how much 
control the govt leaders 
have over the units.

In theory having mixed 
gender teams was 
supposed to eliminate 
complaints of extortion, 
abuse and even sexual 
harassment of women.

2020 photo 



Digital 
surveillance and 
resistance to it is 
a constant now.

Govt use of CCTV 
to monitor 
women was 
countered with 
phone apps that 
share camera 

locations.



Mahsa Amini’s
Kurdish 
background is 
becoming an 
issue as well.

Population 
Estimates:
Iran total 83 m
Persians 50 m.
Azeris 16 m.
Kurds 10 m?



Neighboring 
countries worry 
about spillover, 
in part based on 
Ethnicity

Turkey 
especially 
worried about 
Kurdish activism 
spilling over 
from Iran



Iran blaming the protests 
on outside agitators, both 
the Kurdish opposition and 
the West. 

Iran sees those as related, 
arguing that US/West has 
encouraged Kurdish 
extremism in Iraq and 
Syria, which is the same 
way that Turkey feels.

There is Turkish-Iranian 
cooperation in monitoring 
Kurdish activism. 

9-28-2022



And in Saudi Arabia? Twitter strangely silent on Iran. Of course, the last 
time women demonstrated in Saudi over driving restrictions, some of them received 
30 year sentences.  (I realize we could find similar tweets from Americans on 
Twitter, but I enjoyed these two).

• https://twitter.com/hashtag/SaudiArabia?src=hashtag_click

https://twitter.com/hashtag/SaudiArabia?src=hashtag_click


Little comment 
from Erdogan

Protests in several 
cities in Turkey 
(including 
Diyarbakir) have 
supported Iranian 
women. Here is a 
woman in Istanbul 
cutting her hair 
outside the 
Iranian consulate



…although after ten days 
the Turkish state seemed to 
lose patience with the 
protests and hauled 
women off to jail.

Turkey is not so keen on 
protests these days in 
general, but the topic of 
Islamic culture and politics 
is a very touchy one, and 
Turkey also worries about 
any protests supporting 
Kurds in Iran.

• https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=UsH5QIq3AZc&t=59s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UsH5QIq3AZc&t=59s


Turkey still has a 
troubled relationship 
with the “Mountain 
Turks” (Ataturks
phrase)

To start with, they 
aren’t Turks (language 
closer to Persian)



1910 Ethnographic map 
of Eastern Ottoman 
lands shows yellow 
“Kurdistan” and Green 
Armenian areas

Today? 
35-40 million Kurds in 
the region.

15 m in Turkey
10 m in Iran
5 m in Iraq
2-3 m in Syria



Kurdish nationalism under Ottomans 
in the 1880s tamed by their 
incorporation into the Hamidian
militias after 1890. Units modeled 
on the Cossacks



“Kurd Cavalry which 
the Turks are hurling 
against the Russians 
in the Passes of the 
Caucuses 
Mountains”

In Jan 1915 the NYT 
loves the Kurds. 

(later in 1915 they 
were key in helping 
expel/murder 
Armenians in the 
East)



After assisting the 
government to 
expel Armenians in 
1915, 700,000 
Kurds were also 
subject to 
deportation to 
Western Anatolia in 
1916. Many died en
route.

2015 apology from 
MP Demirbas (a 
kurd himself) of 
Diyarbakir.



Post War I Allied treaty 
proposed a referendum 
to decide the future of 
Kurdistan

Ataturk defended the 
borders with broad 
Islamic alliance 1921-
22. 

In 1924 a reveral. The 
new constitution 
abolishes caliphate, 
outlaws Kurdish 
language.

(1920)



1927-31 Republic of Ararat 
1931 Dersim Revolt

Both Kurdish 
revolts met with 
crushing military 
response from 
Ataturk: mustard 
gas, deportations, 
aerial bombing… 

That is Mount 
Ararat in the 
distance.



South East Turkey pretty much a war zone after assimilation campaigns in early 
1980s led to a Kurdish uprising. The Kurdish regions under “state of Emergency” 
military occupation 1987-2002. 2400 villages de-populated, hundreds of 
cemeteries destroyed. 



The Syrian War 
renewed theTurkish-
Kurdish conflict. 

US training of Kurds 
as allies in the Syria 
fight against ISIS 
strongly objected to 
by Turkey. Here 
Turkey bombing 
Kurdish towns in SE 
Turkey (cizre) 2015. 
Tanks, check points, 
fighter jets and 
airstrikes, after 2019 
drone strikes…



2019 Turkey established “safety zone” in 
Northern Syria as the US pulled out its 
support for Kurds after ISIS failing.

This followed the Turkish occupation of land 
to the West (purple) in 2017. (Operation 
Euphrates Shield)

Turkey has been accused of targeting Kurdish 
activists, or those with training in its military 
operations. 

Also, Turkey seems to be encouraging Syrian 
Arab refugees to resettle in the occupation 
zone, creating a barrier between Kurdish 
areas with the demographic engineering. 



Not much Tolerance for discussion of 
Kurdish culture today, even for 
members of Parliament.

This tweet Oct 9, 2022

More than 20 arrested
at the march, the MP
suffered a broken leg, 
another detainee was 
feared missing but had 
been taken to the hospital 
for injuries.

https://twitter.com/_____mjb,/status/1579101153165737985?s=20&t=FeBJeBSZ1XR6XtJJdYrJtw

https://twitter.com/_____mjb


Turkish monitoring of 
Kurdish news and 
viewpoints has 
contributed to it being 
rated 153 out of 180 in 
the World Press Freedom 
Index.

https://www.turkishminute.com/2021/12/29/
cebook-bans-pro-kurdish-rights-
mezopotamya-news-agencys-account/



• Turkish has been carrying out bombing campaigns in Turkish, Iraqi and 
Syrian Kurdish areas all this year. 



Ok, so we did not make a lot of progress 
looking at the Turkic world today, but…
• We looked at the frustrating lack of support for Uyghur rights even at 

the UN

• We looked at the Greece-Turkey tension over history, the oil and gas 
resources, armaments and EU membership…

• We looked at how the Iran protests are destabilizing Iran 

• And we looked at Turkeys fear that the Kurdish aspect of the protests 
could inspire Kurdish activism in Turkey

• And we looked at the history of the relationship between Turkey and 
the Kurds since WWI


