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THE FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR 
 (*= especially recommended) 

 

BACKGROUND: EUROPEAN HISTORY—GENERAL: 
*Norman Davies, Europe: A History (1996, corrected softcover ed. 1997) 
*Richard J. Evans, The Pursuit of Power: Europe 1815-1914 (2016) 
 
BACKGROUND: FRENCH HISTORY—GENERAL: 
Alfred Cobban, A History of Modern France (1965)….also available as three paperback  

volumes. 
Albert Guerard, France: A Modern History (2nd ed., 1969) 
Robert Guildea, Children of the Revolution: The French, 1799-1914 (2008) 
 
BACKGROUND: GERMAN HISTORY—GENERAL: 
Mary Fulbrook, A Concise History of Germany (1991, rev. 2004) 
Hajo Holborn, A History of Modern Germany (3 vols., 1959, 1964, 1969) 
Golo Mann, The History of Germany Since 1789 (1968) 
*Hagen Schulze, Germany: A New History (1998) 
 
GERMANY, 19TH-20TH CENTURIES: 
*Eric Dorn Brose, German History 1789-1871: From the Holy Roman Empire to the  
 Bismarckian Reich (1997) 
 
(“Short Oxford History of Germany” series:) 
Jonathan Sperber, ed., Germany 1800-1870  (2004) 
 
(“Oxford History of Modern Europe” series:) 
James J. Sheehan, German History 1770-1866 (1989) 
Gordon Craig, Germany 1866-1945 (1978) 
 
THE HISTORY OF PRUSSIA: 
*Christopher Clark, Iron Kingdom: the Rise and Downfall of Prussia, 1600-1947 (2006) 
Gordon Craig, The Politics of the Prussian Army, 1640-1945 (1955) 
 
BIOGRAPHIES OF BISMARCK: 
Erich Eyck, Bismarck and the German Empire (1950) 
Otto Pflanze, Bismarck and the Development of Germany, 3 vols. (1990) 
   *--The Period of Unification, 1815-1871 
    --The Period of Consolidation, 1871-1880 
    --The Period of Fortification, 1880-1898 
*Jonathan Steinberg, Bismarck: A Life (2011) 
A.J.P. Taylor, Bismarck: The Man and the Statesman (1955) 
 
 



BIOGRAPHIES OF NAPOLEON III: 
J.P.T. Bury, Napoleon III and the Second Empire (1964) 
James McMillan, Napoleon III (1991) 
 
 

MILITARY HISTORY: 
 

GENERAL: 
David Chandler, ed., Guide to the Battlefields of Europe (2 vols., 1965;  
 reprinted in one vol., 1989) 
*Michael Howard, War in European History (1976, updated ed. 2009) 
 
 
NINETEENTH-CENTURY WARFARE—U.S. / EUROPEAN COMPARISONS: 
*Carl Degler, One Among Many: The Civil War in Comparative Perspective  
 (Fortenbaugh Memorial Lecture, Gettysburg College, 1990) 
Stig Förster and Jörg Nagler, eds., On the Road to Total War: the American Civil  

War and the German Wars of Unification, 1861-1871 (1997) 
William McElwee, The Art of War: Waterloo to Mons (1974) 
Geoffrey Wawro, Warfare and Society in Europe 1792-1914  (2000) 
 
 
GERMANY’S WARS AND BATTLES: 
(GENERAL:) 
Arden Bucholz, Moltke and the German Wars, 1864-1871 (2001) 
William Carr, The Origins of the Wars of German Unification (1991) 
Dennis Showalter, Railroads and Rifles: Soldiers, Technology, and the 
 Unification of Germany (1975)  
**Dennis Showalter, The Wars of German Unification (2nd ed., 2015) 
 
(1864-THE WAR WITH DENMARK:) 
*Tom Buk-Swienty, 1864: The forgotten war that shaped modern Europe (2015) 
Michael Embree, Bismarck’s First War: the Campaign of Schleswig and 
 Jutland 1864 (2006) 
 
(1866- THE GERMAN CIVIL WAR:) 
**Gordon A. Craig, The Battle of Königgrätz: Prussia’s Victory over Austria, 1866  
 (1964) 
Geoffrey Wawro, The Austro-Prussian War (1996) 
 
 (1870- THE FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR:) 
**Michael Howard, The Franco-Prussian War (1961) 
Geoffrey Wawro, The Franco-Prussian War: the German Conquest of France in 
 1870-71 (2003) 
David Ascoli, A Day of Battle: Mars-la-Tour, 16 August 1870 (1987) 
Philipp Elliot-Wright, Gravelotte-St. Privat 1870: End of the Second Empire  
 (Osprey Books, 1993) 



INTERNET WEBSITES: 

 

www.bookfinder.com 
 …”one-stop shopping” for both new and used titles; provides full access to 
Amazon.com, ABE, Powell’s,  Bibliocity, Antiqbook, Bibliofind, etc., etc. 
 
www.helion.co.uk 
 …an excellent British publisher’s site, specializing in information and books on 
military history in general and 19th-century European warfare in particular.  Provides 
links to other 19th-c. military history sites, including American Civil War sites. 
 
www.sonic.net/~bstone/articles/ 
 …the website for Articles of War Ltd 
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