
Film Noir



Noir mise en scène



Out of the Past, 1947

• Chiaroscuro

• High-contrast lighting



The Killers, 
1946

• Unnatural light source



The Big Sleep, 1946

• A guy, a girl, and a gun



• Moral fog
• Uncertain future



The Femme Fatale



Double 
Indemnity,

1944



Gilda, 1946



Out of the 
Past, 1947



The Postman 
Always Rings 
Twice, 1948



Kiss Me 
Deadly, 1955



Double 
Indemnity, 

1944



Kiss Me 
Deadly, 1955



Two Men and a Dame



Out of the 
Past, 1947



Criss Cross,
1949



The Postman 
Always Rings 
Twice, 1948



Film Noir Style



Style
Unbalanced 

shots
 Camera off angle
 Extreme close-up
Objects become 

focus of shot
 Cutting between 

shots



Lighting

Low-key lighting Chiaroscuro lighting



Lighting

low-contrast lighting Chiaroscuro lighting



Mood

• Paranoia

• Disillusionment

• Moral Corruption

• Guilt

• Claustrophobia

• Ambiguity

• Desperation

• Fatalism
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