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Trump and Woodward

https://www.npr.org/2020/09/10/911368698/tru
mp-tells-woodward-he-deliberately-
downplayed-coronavirus-threat
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Trump and Woodward

https://www.businessinsider.com/trump-woodward-
coronavirus-tapes-fox-news-hosts-defend-2020-9
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Trump and Woodward

https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/media/should-bob-woodward-have-
reported-trumps-virus-revelations-sooner-heres-how-he-defends-his-
decision/2020/09/09/6bd7fc32-f2d1-11ea-b796-2dd09962649c_story.html



Woodward’s position
First, he didn’t know what the source of 

Trump’s information was. It wasn’t until 
months later — in May — that 
Woodward learned it came from a high-
level intelligence briefing in January that 
was also described in Wednesday’s 
reporting about the book.



Woodward’s position
In February, what Trump told Woodward 

seemed hard to make sense of, the author told 
me — back then, Woodward said, there was 
no panic over the virus; even toward the final 
days of that month, Anthony S. Fauci was 
publicly assuring Americans there was no need 
to change their daily habits.

Second, Woodward said, “the biggest problem I 
had, which is always a problem with Trump, is 
I didn’t know if it was true.”



Woodward’s position
But why not then write such a story later in the 

spring, once it was clear that the virus was 
extraordinarily destructive and that Trump’s 
early downplaying had almost certainly cost 
lives?

Again, Woodward said he believes his highest 
purpose isn’t to write daily stories but to give 
his readers the big picture — one that may 
have a greater effect, especially with a 
consequential election looming.



Woodward’s position

Woodward’s effort, he said, was to deliver in 
book form “the best obtainable version of the 
truth,” not to rush individual revelations into 
publication.

And always with a particular deadline in mind, so 
that people could read, absorb and make their 
judgments well before Nov. 3. “The 
demarcation is the election.



Margaret Sullivan’s Conclusion

I don’t know if putting the book’s newsiest 
revelations out there in something closer to 
real time would have made a difference. They 
might very well have been denied and soon 
forgotten in the constant rush of new scandals 
and lies.

Still, the chance — even if it’s a slim chance —
that those revelations could have saved lives is 
a powerful argument against waiting this long.



Citizen chart



Chart of Flu, Pneumonia, Covid
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University Dashboard

https://splunk-public.machinedata.illinois.edu:8000/en-
US/app/uofi_shield_public_APP/home

https://www.cu-citizenaccess.org/


University of Illinois Dashboard
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County report September 8

https://www.c-uphd.org/champaign-urbana-illinois-
coronavirus-information.html
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County Dashboard – Sept 14

https://www.c-uphd.org/champaign-urbana-illinois-
coronavirus-information.html
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Illinois Public Health: 3,628

https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19
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Illinois Public Health – Sept 14
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Updates for Champaign County

• 479 per 100,000 infection rate (Aug 
30 to Sept 5)

• Cases from state 4,059 –Sept 14

• Cases from county 3,811 –Sept. 15

• University cases – nearly 2,000



CU-CitizenAccess.org Chart

https://www.cu-citizenaccess.org/
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NY Times – Reopening Data

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/states-reopen-map-
coronavirus.html
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U.S. Travel Restrictions

https://www.aarp.org/travel/travel-tips/safety/info-2020/state-
quarantine-guide.html
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Chicago Restrictions

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covi
d-19/home/emergency-travel-order.html
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Banned from the USA

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/travelers/from-other-countries.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/from-other-countries.html


USA Banned

https://www.businessinsider.com/covid-19-where-can-us-
tourists-go-countries-block-them-2020-7
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The Big Picture Ban

https://www.kayak.com/travel-restrictions
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The Big Picture

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html



Contact Tracing

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/open-america/contact-
tracing-resources.html



Contact Tracing

https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/health-coronavirus-
tracing/
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Contact Tracing

https://www.news-gazette.com/coronavirus/coronavirus-response-ask-the-
admin-contact-tracing-capacity/article_b3e685a6-f781-525e-91f3-
4326fb93fb56.html

https://www.news-gazette.com/coronavirus/coronavirus-response-ask-the-admin-contact-tracing-capacity/article_b3e685a6-f781-525e-91f3-4326fb93fb56.html


Contact Tracing - $15 an hour

https://www.applitrack.com/cuphd/onlineapp/default.aspx?AppliTrackJobI
D=284&ref=



Looking ahead – Revenue losses in 
Champaign -$7 million



Looking ahead – Revenue losses in 
Urbana -$2.7 million



Answer to question on China 
supplies

https://apnews.com/6d9382c1e8ee36f9ed1a4dfe78
15ceb1
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Answer to question on China 
supplies

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-
09-07/china-s-exports-continue-to-expand-in-
august-while-imports-fell
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