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“The World’s greatest amateur 
astronomer”

- Harlow Shapley



Amateur . . . .”A person who engages in a pursuit, 
especially a sport, on an unpaid basis.”

(source:  dictionary.com)
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Occultations



Robert Fried (1930-2003)

• Delta airlines pilot

• Joined astro club

• Braeside Obs in Flagstaff in 1960

• Co-authored 50 papers



David Levy

• Discovered 22 comets 
(including SL9)

• Authored 35 books

• “Sharing the Sky 
Foundation”



John Dobson (1915-2014)

• Born in China

• Vedantan monk (to 1967)



Bob Holmes, Charleston, IL









Kelsie Krafton

• Senior, Sturgis Public High 
School, Hyannis, MA

• Discovered 2 asteroids

• One of 240 schools using Bob’s 
data



“Citizen Science”
• Amer. Assoc. of Variable Star Observers

• Int’l Occultation Timing Association

• Globe at Night

• Galaxy Zoo

• Seti@Home

• Milky Way Project

• Hands-On Universe

• Extra-solar planet hunters

• Center for Backyard Astrophysics



• Impact of light pollution (world map)
• So far in 2020 . . .24,775 observations





Rev. Robert Evans (1937- )

• Minister in Australia

• Discovered 42 visual 
supernovae and one comet!

• Started in 1955 with a 10-inch 
telescope
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Vera Rubin Telescope (2021)
• Mirror – width of tennis 

court
• 3200 Megapixel camera
• Each image – width of 40 

full moons
• 20 Tb data each night!



Astronomy Clubs

www.cuas.org







dleake@parkland.edu

www.cuas.org

Thank you!
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